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How do you view the textbook?
What are your thoughts about using the textbook in the classroom?

Circle the answer that represents your view of each question.
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Rewrite the Dialog Part II: 
Directions (Part II): please write your answers (from Part I) into the appropriate blanks below. When the whole group is finished have a couple of volunteers read their story aloud.

Notes: This activity can be applied to many passages in the text. By using passages from the text, the students will already be familiar with grammar points involved in the “new” story. Instead of handing out a worksheet with both parts printed on it, it works better to hand out Part I first. When they have filled out Part I with the appropriate words, then hand out Part II.
What is “Effective Use of the Text?”
“教科書の効果的な使い方”とは
When learning a language, there are four ways in which the new language is acquired. It is important that all four language skills – listening, speaking, reading and writing - are developed. All four skills involve both input and output. Listening and reading emphasize input and speaking and writing emphasize output. If any one of these skills is missing, our ability to use a new language is less powerful. 






Now, let’s try some classroom activities…










Textbook Activities for

Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening

Rewrite the dialog – Use a familiar passage in the text that has already been taught. Give the students a worksheet with the same dialog except with key words removed. The students will fill in the blanks. If time allows, have volunteers act out their script. 

Finish the story – Similar to Rewrite the dialog except that students only rewrite the ending of a story. One good example for this idea is the 2-nen “Magic Box” story on page 32. The students think about the 3rd wish.

Act out the textbook – Students can write and perform their own skit based on a modified version of a dialog in the textbook.

Show a movie or listen to a song – If a movie or song is referred to in the text, take time to introduce it in class. For example, in 2-nensei, show E.T.

Write something personal about the text – After going over a new section in the textbook, have the students write a response that starts with “I think that…”

Conversation tests – Prep your students with questions and answers based on grammar points that have been covered in the text. Then have conversation “tests” with them. We gave our students a list of sample questions they might be asked and then had them write three questions that they would like to ask the ALT. If you do not let them have notes, most students will try harder and not need to rely on their paper. When we allowed them to have notes, most students only read from their paper. After the first round of conversation tests, many students were enthusiastic to try it again. 
Reading tests – Students are assigned a passage from the book that they are to read to the ALT or JTE. It works best if the student and teacher are outside the classroom (e.g.  at a desk or table in the hallway.) This removes the anxiety caused by reading in front of their classmates. Either the teacher or the student may choose which passage is read for the test.
Easy Drama – The day before you plan on teaching a new lesson, pre-read the dialog with the students so that they are familiar with it. Then, for the next class period, bring in some simple props like a coat, hat or a fitting “background” scene picture. These small steps will go a long way in holding the students’ interest. The potentially boring read-and-repeat is transformed into a memorable lesson. 

Other:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How and when can we supplement the textbook?

いつどのように教科書を補足することが出来るか
When have you found the textbook is not sufficient?
Ideas for supplementing the textbook
Seasonal & cultural lessons – A presentation by the ALT about a holiday can be a great way to improve listening skills without the student necessarily being aware that they are “studying English”.
Internet / Computer-based class – Students will often show a renewed enthusiasm for studying English when a computer is introduced in the lesson. See the list at the end of the handout for websites designed to assist teaching English.
Introducing goods from ALT’s home country – If the ALT has anything that they can use for a show-and-tell lesson, this is a good way to capture the students’ attention. Optional add-ons include a listening test or having the students bring in something special of their own that they have to talk about. 
Notes:

Internet English Resources
Here is a list of internet resources for English activities that may be useful in the classroom.

Teaching resources created by ALTs:
http://www.sendaiedu.com/
Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches:
http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.englishmedialab.com/
Downloadable listening files:
http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-listening-downloads-stories.htm
Choose your own adventure type stories:

http://www.elrebumbio.org/materialasist/materquandary/village.htm
Make your own Jeopardy game:
http://www.jmu.edu/madison/teacher/jeopardy/jeopardy.htm
PowerPoint games:
http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/ppt-games/
Make your own survey:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/
Make comics online or on paper:
http://makebeliefscomix.com/
Create your own Dr Seuss story:

http://www.seussville.com/games/storymaker/story_maker.htm
Make a blog:
https://www.blogger.com
Clipart and various images:
http://setbc.org/pictureset/Default.aspx
Language teaching resources with ALTs in Japan in mind:
http://www.c-english.com/jetlounge
Flashcards, games, phonics, and make-your-own-worksheets:
http://www.mes-english.com/
Making worksheets; ideas for teaching children:
http://www.esl-kids.com/ 
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Effective Use of the Text: Utilizing the Four Skills

Tomoko Satake and Brian Martin (Yamada JHS)
1. Introduction game (“Change the textbook dialog” activity) 


a. Explain and do madlibs worksheet
b. Discuss how this game improves some of the four skills
2. “What is Effective Use of the Text?” (Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking)

a. Discuss workshop goals

b. Strong points of the textbook
c. Drawbacks and challenges of using the textbook
3. Activities – After demonstrating each, discuss what works (and doesn’t) with each one 
a. Guess that Word (or Read and Run)

b. Song lyrics

4. Small Group Discussion #1 – discuss in small groups and then have them share their answers 


5. Small Group Discussion #2 – discuss in small groups and then have them share their answers 



6. Provide other examples of successful ways of using the textbook to promote learning 
i. Reading

ii. Writing

iii. Listening

iv. Speaking

7. Evaluations[image: image2.png]
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5分





10分 + 5分
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Rewrite the Dialog


Directions (Part I): Please fill in the blanks with the appropriate type of word (e.g. verb, noun…)


Example:	(verb – past tense)       jumped____


		(noun)              bicycle___________





(name of a store) _______________________


(animal) _______________________________


(verb – past tense) ______________________


(verb – past tense) ______________________


(animal) _______________________________


(movie star) ____________________________


(fruit) _________________________________


(job) __________________________________


(verb) _________________________________


(room in your school) __________________





10分








What are the GOALS of this workshop?


To examine and re-think how we use the textbook to teach English reading, writing, speaking and listening.


To examine some challenges when planning and teaching interesting and effective lessons using the textbook. 


To learn how to make using the textbook more fun for our students (and for us), and as a result, more effective.





How will we ACHIEVE these goals? We will…


…highlight some strong and weak points of the textbook.


…demonstrate a variety of activities that we have found to be effective in the classroom.


…have small group discussions about our own classroom experiences and share some language learning activities. 


…provide additional resources for further reading as well as many practical ideas/examples for future reference and use. 








Let’s eat – いただきます


I’m leaving now, I’ll be back soon – いってきます


That was a delicious meal – ごちそうさまでした


I’m back/home – ただいま


Welcome back/home – おかえり


I’m sorry to disturb you – 失礼します


Excuse me / I’m sorry – すみません


Good luck / Try your best – がんばれ


No-way/it can’t be true / It’s a lie – うそ


Are you serious / joking? – まじで？





Group Discussion I


Please discuss these questions with the members of your group.


How do you use the textbook in your classroom?














What are specific speaking and listening oriented activities that you use in your classroom? (with or without the textbook) 

















What are specific reading and writing activities that you use in your classroom? (with or without the textbook)




















Group Discussion II


Please discuss these questions with the members of your group.


What are some low-prep, flexible textbook-based activities you have used in your classroom?











What activities have you tried that have not worked? Why didn’t they work?














What do you find lacking in the textbook?














What are your favorite “easy to prepare” activities that you often use to supplement the text? (e.g. favorite warm-up or review activities) Why do they work well?








10分





Midori Park


Midori park will become a (1)__________________ for (2)_________________s.


	People (3)______________ when a bike (4)________________ on a little (5)_________________ near the station. They asked (6)______________ for a new (7)_________________. 


	But some (8)_____________s  are against the plan. They think that we should (9)________________ the park. 


	A park or a (10) _______________ – that is the question.





I think that the textbook is…


  …the main resource.  		Agree  / Disagree


…a good teaching tool.		Agree  / Disagree


…a useful English guide. 		Agree  / Disagree


…the only curriculum. 		Agree  / Disagree


…inspiration for activities.	Agree  / Disagree


…well structured. 			Agree  / Disagree


…interesting.		 	Agree  / Disagree


…boring.				Agree /  Disagree


…too simple.			Agree  / Disagree


…too difficult. 			Agree  / Disagree


…out of date.			Agree  / Disagree


…effective at developing  	Agree  / Disagree


the four skills.


 I like using it. 			Agree  / Disagree








Guess That Word


Tags: reading, speaking, listening, 2nd and 3rd grade, vocabulary review 


Start by dividing the class into either lunch groups or rows and have each team select a member who will be their “team speaker”.


When it is the team’s turn, their speaker comes to the front of the classroom and stands with their back to the blackboard.


The teacher writes a review vocabulary word on the board behind the team speaker and the goal is for the team speaker to try and guess what the word is. Their team helps them guess by saying any English words or phrases that will get them to think of the word. When they correctly guess the word, another word is written on the board.


Set a time limit and have someone watch the clock. 3 minutes is a good minimum amount of time.


After all of the groups have had a turn at guessing, there is an option for an additional round. Divide the class into a boys’ team and a girls’ team. In  this round, it is the JTE or ALT who will be the person guessing the words written on the blackboard.





Notes: 

















Listening to English Songs - Fill in the Blanks


Tags: speaking, listening, reading, writing, all grade levels, good for seasonal lessons. Students love having any form of media in the classroom.


First, type up the lyrics to a song. Remove key words throughout the song and create a “hints box” with these missing words. 


Then, play that song in class. Have the students listen carefully and fill in the blanks on the lyrics sheet with the appropriate words. 


With 1-nensei classes, after we listened to the song several times, we have sung it together as a class. They enjoyed having the chance to sing in English.


Notes:








Listening to English Songs - Order the Lyrics (Alternative to Above)


First, acquire the music and lyrics to a song that the students may or may not know.


Then, cut the page of lyrics into two or three line chunks, with one set of lyrics for each lunch group.


In class, have the students divide into lunch groups. Then hand out the “cut up” lyrics. 


When they are ready, play the song and have them arrange the cut up lyrics into the correct order. It usually takes two or three times for groups to get the lyrics in order. 


If one of the groups is faster, have them double-check their order during the second or third time that the song is played.


Notes:




















Strong points of the textbook


Gives meaningful content for students to learn new vocabulary and grammar in context.


Provides an effective resource for teaching grammar patterns.


Gives a consistent format that the students can become familiar with. 


Provides material for reading and writing practice.


Provides text with appropriate visual aids and attractive pictures.


Contributes many extra activities in the teacher’s edition that enhance the textbook.


Includes CDs that provide students the chance to listen to a variety of English voices.


Provides structure to the English course over the year. This allows teachers to plan ahead or skip around as needed.


Progresses sequentially with both new vocabulary and grammar points. It moves from easy to hard. 


Gives useful examples of conversations in a variety of situations.


Teaches students some lessons about cultures and lifestyles in other countries.


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Weak points of the textbook


If “overused” the textbook can become boring for the students.


The textbook does not contain sufficient tables that show vocabulary groupings. This would include categories such as opposites (e.g. heavy-light, fast-slow, strong-weak), or animals/colors/nouns related to each other etc.   


When the textbook introduces a new grammar point, it does not have sufficient example sentences.


The exercises at the end of each chapter are generic and removed from the students’ lives. 


Only a few brief sections of the textbook teach non-formal English. (e.g. How’s it going? Not so bad/pretty good, and you?).


The textbook contains English used by native speakers, but does not contain much language actually used every-day by Japanese people.* 








Challenges that we face when we use the textbook


教科書を使用する際に私達が留意 すべきこと





Teaching English effectively to raise our student’s level of ability.


Helping our students develop their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills in a 50 minute class that meets 3 times a week.


Getting and keeping the students motivated.


Teaching the content of the textbook in new and interesting ways. 


Making our lessons enjoyable as well as applicable to our students’ lives. 


Supplementing any areas where the textbook is lacking with extra materials. 


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________





*Examples of everyday language used in Japan that are not in the textbook





John Lennon: Imagine





Imagine there’s  ______________ heaven


It’s _______________ if you try


No hell _______________ us


Above us only sky


Imagine _______________ the people


_______________ for today…





Imagine there’s no _______________


It isn’t  _______________ to do


Nothing to kill or _______________ for


And no religion too


Imagine all the _______________


Living life in peace…





You may _______________ I’m a dreamer


But I’m not the _______________ one


I hope someday you’ll join us


And the _______________ will be as one





Imagine no possessions


I wonder if you can


No ____________ for greed or hunger


A brotherhood of ____________


Imagine all the people


Sharing all the world





You may say ____________ a dreamer


But I’m not the only one


I ____________ someday you’ll join us


And the world will ____________ as one





Hints Box


				


all		man 		no	


below		world 	living	


die		need 		only


people	easy		hard


live		say		


hope		countries	
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