Animal Onomatopoeia Lesson
Time:  45-50 min class
Suitable For: I used it for 2nensei sentaku and regular class.
Summary: *“2 Truths and 1 lie” (students choose the lie from 3 choices)

 
    * “At the Zoo” (fill in worksheet to learn/practice sounds)


    *Practice recognition of sounds with “karuta” (slap cards)

Objective: familiarize students with English animal onomatopoeia, increase awareness of similarities and differences with Japanese animal onomatopoeia.

Explanation:

2 Truths and 1 lie (introduces the animal topic)  10-20 min.

-students receive 2 truths and 1 lie handout (two variations are provided.  The first provides key words, the other only numbers.  I used the first variation because my hints were fairly complicated.)


-Teacher explains/demonstrates the basic idea of “2 truths and 1 lie” and gives simple example(s) for practice (i.e. the lie is “My name is Bob”).

-Teacher reads the clues.  Students circle the lie.  I also draw pictures of each animal on the board before class to help understanding, and the students like to see my poor attempts at artistry.  Pictures of the animals could be added to the handout.

Note: As this activity does not directly relate to animal onomatopoeia, it can be left out or adjusted as needed (make simpler clues or reduce number of questions) to suit your time limits or make it more of a warm-up.  8 clues=20 minutes,; 6 clues=15min.
At the Zoo (introduce/teach animal onomatopoeia)  15 min.

-I start this activity by writing “onomatopoeia” on the board and having a volunteer try to read it.  The students find it hilarious.  Then I explain what it is.

-After passing out the worksheet, have the students fill in the Japanese columns (animal names and sounds in Japanese).  Tell them to use the pictures as hints if they are unsure of the English.  They often need a hint towards the difference between chicken and rooster.  Check the answers orally.


-As students work on the Japanese part, write the English onomatopoeia on the board in random order.  Practice reading them together.  Have students orally guess which animal each sound belongs to and have them fill in the correct answers on their worksheet as you go.


-If your class is genki, you can have them practice the animal sounds by repeating after you then calling out an animal name and having them make the noise.

Animal Karuta (practice recognition of sounds)  10 min.


-Before class, print out Animal Karuta cards and print them with English words and pictures back to back. (enough sets for every 2-4 students to have one.)


-After distributing the cards, start with the picture side face up.


-Teachers call out a sound and students must slap the appropriate animal card. 


-On the 2nd or 3rd round, play with the English animal word facing up. 
