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Ho-Ho-Ho Game

Prepare at least sixteen special Christmas karuta cards for each team.  Two sets of sixteen cards will be enough for thirty-two students.  Prepare more cards if you have a larger class.  Write the letters H - O - H -O - H - O on six of the squares.  Print a Christmas picture on each of the remaining squares.   On one set of cards, I put a green backing, a red backing on the other set which makes the cards easier to identify in case they get mixed up.

Divide the class into two teams (green team and red team) and have them line up on opposite sides of the room.  Place both stacks of cards face down in the middle.  Everyone chants, “We wish you a Merry Christmas!” and the first player from each team runs to their appointed stack and flips over the first card.  Students yell out the name of the card that their team member has picked (ex. Snowman! ).  Repeat this action with the next person in line.  However, the goal of the game is to be the first team to spell out Ho-Ho-Ho.
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Santa Claus Scramble

Write the letters S-A-N-T-A C-L-A-U-S on individual index cards. Do this four times, making four sets, or forty cards. Place the cards in a brown paper bag. To play, have the players divide into two teams on opposite sides of the room. Pass the bag that contains the letters. The teams alternate in picking a letter. The first team to combine their letters to spell SANTA CLAUS wins!
Stuff the Santa
This is a great game for 6-nensei and, if possible, bring a camera because you’ll want memories of this one.  You’ll need to buy an adult size Santa Claus suit and a package of balloons from the 100 Yen Shop.   

[image: image3.wmf]Inflate an ample supply of balloons.  Divide students into teams of four players. It’s best to separate the boys and girls.  Team members janken to determine which player will don the suit over his or her clothes.  
Teammates are given the task of stuffing the suit with balloons. Remind the players that a gentle touch is essential for keeping balloons intact. Set a time limit of thirty seconds and see how many balloons the team can stuff into the suit before the time is up. 
The next team of Santa stuffers must try to top the previous record, but first give Santa a chance to show off his lumpy physique.

Christmas Tree Greeting Card

[image: image4.wmf]A great activity for 1 and 2-nensei classes, but you’ll need to make sure the homeroom teacher provides the supplies (construction paper, scissors, colored pencils, regular pencil, eraser, trash bag).  Give each student an A4 size sheet of green construction paper.  From the horizontal position fold the paper in half.  With a regular pencil, draw an outline of a half a Christmas tree.  It’s best to draw one line at a time and to check the students’ work after each step.  Cut out your outline and open up your Christmas tree.  Decorate as you like. 
