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Effective Use of the Text:

Speaking & Listening

1) Greeting, Jikoushokai and Topic Introduction-

Start workshop by giving self-introductions.  The content of the introductions will be used later for a listening activity.  Next describe the workshop objectives, benefits of developing effective speaking skills, benefits of developing effective listening skills, obstacles to developing these skills and opportunities.

(3mins)
2) Brainstorming Group Work – 

The attendees will break into group and think about potential barriers to speaking and listening and ways to overcome those barriers.

(5mins)
Examples of barriers-

Social pressure <embarrassed to succeed or fail>...encourage and support the students. 

Classroom management issues <uncontrolled learning environment>…get control. 
Lacking English fundamentals…review material and ‘dumb down’ material if required.

Bored Individuals<under/over challenged> …account for variety of ability and interest.

Boring Environment…Be dynamic. Mix recycled learning patterns, games with the ‘original ’.   
Lack of direction<lessons do not work towards a goal>…build towards something.
Barrier Summary
(3 mins)
Point out the importance of creating lessons that can overcome these barriers and that there is no ‘magic lesson plan’ that will solve all these problems.  Emphasize the long-haul approach.     
3) Identity Clip Game    
(12mins)
Explain the game and how it can be used in the classroom.  Start by telling the students the main topic (eg occupations, food, animals).  Give each attendee an identity card and a clip.  No one should reveal or show what is on the card to others.  Break the attendees into pairs and have them fasten the cards to their partner’s back.  All attendees then mingle and ask questions to determine their identity.  This should take between 

(10 to 15 minutes)
4) Outline of basic Textbook based Q&A
***At this point in the presentation we will give a brief description of an effective textbook based Q&A.  We won’t read this outline word for word in the presentation.  We’ll just explain the set-up, cover the main points, give suggestions and mention potential benefits.  This should take between 10 to 15 minutes.***

The ALT will ask the students to open their books to the appropriate pages.  In this case we are going to base our lesson plan on page 53 of the New Horizon 2 textbook.  Have the students read the page once silently.  After they are finished the ALT will read the text once for all the students.  And once finished the ALT will reread the text and have the students repeat.  While the ALT is reading the JTE should write the text on the blackboard.

The JTE will point out important points in the text written on the blackboard.  These may include new vocabulary words, grammar points, linking etc.  The ALT will help as required.  After reading and reviewing the whole text together we are finally ready to focus on speaking and listening as they relate to the text. 

The ALT will ask a series of questions based on the text.  Since we are trying to effectively use the text we recommend that the questions should progress along with the story in order.  This way the students can follow along with the text to find the answers.  The questions should be read one at a time for the whole class at a natural ‘native speaker’ pace.  After the question is asked the JTE will select one student to answer the question.  Some students may ask to have the question read again.  If, after rereading the question, the student is still having trouble you may want to give the student a clue.  Direct the class to the appropriate sentence (the one that contains the answer) in the text.  Have the student read the sentence and ensure the student understands.  Finally reread the question.  If the student is still having problems try asking the question to the whole class.  When an answer is given review it with the class.  Give positive encouragement to students when answers are given even if they contain ‘mistakes’.  Ask between 10-15 questions.

(10 to 15 minutes)
Explain how to begin teaching this in class.  We will allow the attendees 3 minutes to read the text.  Next The JTE will cover important text points for the class:

*opinion(s), 
*bad, 
*because, 
*problem, 
*habit(s), 
*remember, 
*teach/taught, 
*park(verb)/ parks(noun pl.)/ parking area plan(noun) 
*the ‘because’ grammar point
(Because we need our parks I am against.../ I am against the plan because…)

*linking
Example Text 

New Horizon II 

Page 53

OPINIONS

  I read about the new parking area plan.  It is bad news.

I am against the plan because we need our parks.  I know we have a problem with bikes.  But we can keep our parks if we change our habits.  Remember that the accident taught us an important thing.

  We can do two things:

1. Walk when we don’t have to ride our bikes.

2. Be careful when we park our bikes.

  Since we are trying to effectively use the text we recommend that the questions should progress along with the story in order.  This way the students can follow along with the text to find the answers.  The questions should be read one at a time for the whole class at a natural ‘native speaker’ pace.  After the question is asked the JTE will select one student to answer the question.  We will do this in the seminar too.  In class, some students may ask to have the question read again.  If, after rereading the question, the student is still having trouble you may want to give the student a clue.  Direct the class to the appropriate sentence (the one that contains the answer) in the text.  Have the student read the sentence and ensure the student understands.  Finally reread the question.  If the student is still having problems try asking the question to the whole class.  When an answer is given review it with the class.  Give positive encouragement to students when answers are given even if they contain ‘mistakes’.  

1) What did Jackie Pepper read about? 

She read about the new parking area plan. 

2) Who read about the new plan?

Jackie Pepper did.

3) Does Jackie think the plan is good news?

No, she doesn’t.

4) Is she against the plan?

Yes, she is.

5) Why is she against the plan?

She is against the plan because they need their parks.

6) What does she know (they have a problem with)?

She knows they have a problem with bikes.

7) Can they keep their parks?

Yes, they can.

8) How can they keep their parks?

They can keep their parks if they change their habits.

9) What taught them an important thing?

The accident did.

10) What did the accident teach them?

It taught them an important thing.

11) How many things can they do (to save their parks)?

They can do two things.

12) When should they walk?

They should walk when they don’t have to ride their bikes.

13) When should they be careful?

They should be careful when they park their bikes.

14) Who wrote this opinion?

Jackie Pepper did.

Q&A Conclusion

By using this type of Q&A regularly the students will acquire greater speaking and listening skills.  For second and third grade students we recommend using the ‘reading for communication’ portions of the text.  With the first year students you can select either part I or part II in each chapter.  The questions should be appropriate for the students’ levels.  

This in an effective method for a JTE and ALT to advance student speaking and listening based on the text. It is important to note however that this is process.  Each class ought to build on previously learned language and patterns.  

5) Video presentation- 

We will present a video demonstration class based on the same teaching method described above.  This should last 5 minutes.
6) Workshop Activity #2 Jeopardy

We will play a speaking and listening focused version of Jeopardy.  The attendees will be split into groups.  We will play team jeopardy.  The team with the most points at the end wins.  This activity should take 15-20 minutes.
7) Additional Activities

List and explain some bonus activities that teachers may find useful for effectively using the text to teach speaking and listening.  This should take 10 minutes.

a) Criss-Cross 

Use previously covered grammar points from the textbook to play a game of criss-cross.  There are many variations of the criss-cross game.  By adding extra game options (reverse, people wearing glasses must sit down, people wearing blue must stand-up, odd numbered students sit-down etc) the game can be made more exciting.

b) Movie Blackout

Bring a movie or TV clip to class.  Play it for the students but only let them listen to the audio (turn the screen away from them).  You may want to play the audio twice.  After, ask the students a series of questions about the clip they just listened to.  The answers must be made obvious in the clip.  After the students answer all the questions play the clip one last time with video.

c) Skit Mimic

The ALT and JTE will prepare a basic dialogue/skit for the students based on the text or textbook grammar points.   The students listen.  After listening to it twice the students will then break into pairs.  In their groups they try to mimic the dialogue.  The JTE should stress that paraphrasing is more than ok.  After practicing the students are encouraged to perform their version for the class.

d) Twenty-Questions

The ALT will select a subject.  The students take turns asking yes and no questions.  Through deduction the students will try to guess the subject.  The game can be made a little more interesting by making each row a team.

e) Sketch Artist Game
Describe a scene to the students.  Make it very detailed.  As you describe the scene the students draw it on a blank piece of paper.  When finished review on the board.

f) Recap game- 
Each row forms a team.  One team is then asked to summarize the text.  Each team member takes a turn and adds information to the summary.  The object of this game is to elicit original sentences and relaxed conversation so the students are not allowed to refer to their books.  3 points are awarded for each student who speaks (regardless of what he/she says).  The other teams can ‘steal’ one point if they can correct errors or incorrect information given by the team.  The team with the most points wins.

g) Alteration game- 
Each row forms a team.  The ALT reads a slightly altered version of the text to the students.  The ALT then rereads the altered text one sentence at a time.  The first student in each row can then win a point by identifying the altered part of the sentence (if any).  The first student to correctly identify the alteration gets one point for his/her team.  Continue working through the rows till finished.  The team with the most points wins.

h) Spot-light quiz-
Where the textbook introduces a seasonal or cultural element the ALT may want to give a brief talk on it.  The talk should be short, easy to follow and if possible relate to pertinent points/vocabulary from the text.  The students just listen for the first reading.  Next the JTE quickly reviews the talk to ensure student comprehension.  The ALT then begins to talk again but this time stops at predetermined points in the story.  The JTE will then select a student to speak.  The student must ask a question about what the ALT has said or make a comment that somehow relates to what the ALT has said. 

I) Song Lyric Scramble
Give envelopes with song lyrics on cut-up bits of paper.  Play a song several times.  Next have the students try to put the lyrics in order.    

8)  ALT brief comment or observation

The ALT will make a brief comment or observation (5-10 sentences).  The topic can be pretty much anything (something funny that happened to the ALT, current events, a show he/she watched etc).  The comment/observation should be crafted so that it is easy enough for the students to understand most of it on their own.  The idea is for the students to become accustomed to listening to casual/topical English.  After the ALT finishes the JTE may want to check to ensure the students understood and review new words.  Depending on the time available the ALT may want to repeat her/his comment/observation.
8) Feedback
5 minutes
