Drama in the Classroom

                                                                             Melissa Hazelwood and Kazuko Ikuma
1. Warm Up                                                                                                                    
     Draw your face on the card you are given. We will collect the cards and then shuffle them. Take one card. If you get your own card, choose again. You have one minute to greet the person on your card. Find out something about them and try to remember their name. If you find that person you can sit. If not try again. 

2. Short Group Discussion                                                                                        
     Write as many drama activities as you can. Also tell us how you motivate your students (to do these activities). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please write on the sheets provided. We will collect them and email them to everyone after the conference.

3. Drama using the textbook 1                                                                                 
     Use what your students already know or have to do to get them more engaged in the text. Drama can be the use of simple words and expressions. For example, asking questions like, "Do you want to be a superstar?" Or "Did you play that new Final Fantasy VII game over the weekend?"  Don't just stick to the regular, "How's the weather?" and "What time is it now?" Improvise (意味は do something without preparation). Always use props and gestures.

     Short Term Activities (small activities done during the term)

     Speaking Pus = Drama. Using what your students know or have to do and making it a little more dramatic. We will now demonstrate the Hamburger skit. Afterwards you will have group presentations. You will do one of the three skits listed below:

a) The Video Store

b) The Cd store

c) The Ramen Shop

d) The Hamburger Skit

     Guidelines:

You will find a partner (i.e) one ALT to one JTE. You will decide which skit you will do and then practice for a few minutes. Afterwards you will demonstrate in front of the group. You can use the paper if you want but you must change one thing about the script. The limit is two groups per script. Props will be provided.

4. Drama Using the textbook 2 - Long Term Projects (2 or 3 bigger activities) 

     As your students learn more English and become more comfortable doing drama activities, it will become easier for students to perform English based activities without feeling too embarrassed. Then as a challenge they can enter the skit koshen.  Below you will find a list of short term and long term projects for JHS students.

	Grade
	Short Term
	Long Term

	一年生
	Unit 5 - Ordering a Hamburger
	

	
	Unit 6 - This is My Family
	

	
	Unit 7 - My Day
	The Hungry Lion

	
	
	

	二年生
	Unit 2 - Emi Goes Abroad
	A Magic Box (Let's Read 1)

	
	Unit 3 - E-pals in Asia (part 1)
	Try to be the Only One (LR2)

Let's Talk with A. Tsutomu

	
	Speaking Plus 2
	Can Anyone Hear Me

(A narrated skit)

	
	
	

	
	Multiplus 2 - My Trip
	A Mother's Lullaby (LR1)

	三年生
	Speaking Plus 1
	Family Rules (LR2)

	
	An American Rakugo-ka
	The Fall of Freddie the Leaf (LR3)

	
	Unit 6 (Add - My 20th Century  Idol
	

	
	Speaking Plus 4
	


   The long term projects are longer (Let's Read) passages in the textbook (like The Hungry Lion and A Magic Box). They are passages that can be made more interesting and amusing for students to act out. You should video tape some of these projects and have students watch themselves. 

Guidelines for The Hungry Lion:
     Do this skit when students finish the passage. Each student will play one of the parts (the hungry lion, the forest, some food, the grass...) The students can be put into groups of nine. The ninth person will be the narrator. Each student will act out their part. [The idea for this skit comes from the queen and the knight skit, which may work best for 2 or 3 nen sei sentaku classes] 

Excellent Ideas from Ikuma Sensei on how to adapt this skit:

1. Have students change the location of the skit eg in the classroom.

2. Have students change the characters.

The Hungry Lion (A Narrated Skit)

     One day a hungry lion slowly came out of the forest. He wanted some food. He sat on the grass and looked around. He waited for a long time. The lion saw a rabbit under a tree. He ran after the rabbit. Just then, a deer ran in front of the lion. The lion wanted a big dinner, so he ran after the deer. The deer ran away very quickly. The rabbit ran away, too. So the hungry lion got nothing. Sometimes we are like this lion.

   The Magic Box has four parts. You may need one or two days to tape all the classes. Video tape the activity and have students watch it. They can write or talk about good and bad points. They can also watch other groups from different classes and see what they did. For each project you should have students change groups. This is a watch and learn exercise everyone. But for the ichi nensei it will be their last project together, so they will be applauding a year of progress and hopefully they will see things they can improve on as ni nensei students. 

     Put students in groups of 5 or 6 (lunch groups). Have them act out the scene using props. Tape the activity and then have students watch themselves and other groups from different classes. They can list a few things they should improve on. Remember to use props and make sure that your students are comfortable and have had enough prep time before the taping.

5 Drama Anytime                                                                                                          
   (i) Charades (Action/ Gesture Game) - This is a gesture game where students are given a piece of paper. They have to do the action on the paper and the other students have to guess what the action is. For this game students are not allowed to speak, they can only use their hands, body and face to give hints.

   (ii) Impromptu Skit Challenge -  Two students or more are given a task. One student has to go to the store to buy a hamburger even though he has no money. The other student(s) will act as another customer or the clerk. They'll have to think of what they'll say and act it out.        

Hamburger Place

Mike:  Two hamburgers and two colas, please.

Clerk:  Large or small?

Mike:  Large, please.

Clerk:  For here or to go?

Mike:  To go.

Clerk:  Here you are. That's five hundred and forty yen, please.

             Thank you.

Ramen Shop

Mike:  One bowl of ramen and a small gyoza, please.

Clerk:  Do you want anything to drink?

Mike:  Sure. Water and a cola, please.

Clerk:  One water and a cola, right?

Mike:  Yes.

Clerk:  Just a moment, please... Here you are. Seven hundred and eighty yen,   

             please.

Mike:  Here you are.

Clerk:  Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

CD Store

Judy:   Do you have Hirai Ken's new CD?

Clerk:  The single or the album?

Judy:   The album, please.

Clerk:  New or used?

Judy:   New please.

Clerk:  Three thousand yen, please.

Judy:   Here you are.

Clerk:  Thank you.

Video Store

Judy:   What Disney movie do you have?

Clerk:  We have Aladdin, the Little Mermaid and Nemo.

Judy:   I want Nemo please.

Clerk:  Would you like it for a few days or a week?

Judy:   A week, please.

Clerk:  Two hundred and forty yen, please.

Judy:   Here you are.

Clerk:  Thank you and come again.

	Grade
	Short Term
	Long Term

	一年生
	Unit 5 - Ordering a Hamburger
	

	
	Unit 6 - This is My Family

Instead of having students introduce someone from their family. Have them make a group of five or six people. Everyone takes a role - father, mother, grandmother etc. They perform a simple skit where they introduce each other. One person introduces someone else.
	

	
	Unit 7 - My Day

Have students make a short cartoon about their day. They can either read or do it using charades. The other students will have to guess what they are doing. May take up a lot of time. You can have students read them and only a few will do charades. At the end, stick them up  for other students to read.
	The Hungry Lion

	
	
	

	二年生
	Unit 2 - Emi Goes Abroad

Act out this activity using props, fake passports and signs or posters from travel agencies.
	A Magic Box (Let's Read 1)

	
	Unit 3 - E-pals in Asia (part 1)

Have students (two at a time) read emails that their classmates wrote. And get the other students to guess who wrote it. Or get one person to read it and a few other people to act it out. Make sure students use lots of action when they write the email.

(Eg. Hi Emi. Last week I went to a soccer game with my father. We ate hot dogs and drank soda. Then we played soccer in the park.)
	Try to be the Only One (LR2)

Let's Talk with A. Tsutomu

Make a simple interview sheet and have students act it out as if it were a radio broadcast. If it's really great have one group perform it over the lunch music session and get students to fill out a separate worksheet.

	
	Speaking Plus 2
	Can Anyone Hear Me

(A narrated skit)

	
	
	

	
	Multiplus 2 - My Trip
	A Mother's Lullaby (LR1)

Reading exercise like the skit koshen. You can grade students on their performance. Or make a skit for students to act. The narrator reads a section, and then a few people act out the scene.

	三年生
	Speaking Plus 1
	Family Rules (LR2)

Make a video before hand using either a few students or various ALT's where they act out a skit that shows family rules in their country.

	
	An American Rakugo-ka
	The Fall of Freddie the Leaf (LR3)

	
	Unit 6 (Add - My 20th Century  Idol
	

	
	Speaking Plus 4
	


This is my family skit
Mike:    Hello everyone. This is my family.

              This is my mother, Ayaka Kudo. She lives in Tomizawa.

Mother: Hello. This is my husband, Ren Kudo. He teaches science.

Father:  Hello. This is my oldest son Jero. He wants a new basketball.

Jero:     Hello. This is my sister Aya. She plays table tennis.

Aya:      Hello. This is my older brother Mike. He studies English.

Everyone: Thank you.
