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Effective Use of the Textbook: Utilizing the Four Skills
Introduction: 


Self-introduction and a brief description of working situation.

· Why are you here?

How can team teachers teach textbook-based lessons that emphasize and use the four skills: speaking, listening, reading, and writing?
Warm-up Game: 


Fun partner/ group activity 
Objective: 
· What is the primary goal/ outcome?

To provide fun and effective ways to teach and use the four skills, while making use of the textbook (*New Horizon*).

1. To examine how we use the textbook.

2. To examine some challenges when planning and teaching.

3. To learn how to make our lessons more effective and creative.

4. Share some fun and interesting ideas for us and our students.
Ways to achieve our goals???

Some strong and weak points about the textbook: 

Strong points:

1.  Has a complete list of the required grammar points for each grade level. (It is also progressive, setting the level of learning from easy to hard).
2.  Good appropriate vocabulary words to build knowledge.

3.  Helps teach useful grammatical structures

* Allows time for the participants to discuss and come up with a few more points
Weak points:

1.   The textbook can be boring if we overuse it.

2.   The textbook do a fairly good job of introducing the vocabulary gradually, 

     contains few tables of vocabulary grouped together in a meaningful way.

3. The textbook can’t relate to each student’s individual interests. 

* Allows time for the participants to discuss and come up with a few more points
Challenges when using the textbook??? 

* Allows time for some answers
Example of lesson structure (used at Akiu JHS): 
· Example dialogue between JTE and ALT. 
· Go through new grammar point on board.
· Use flashcards to explain and pronounce new words from the chapter dialogue.

· Read the dialogue completely.

· Students think about the dialogue meaning.
· Students are asked to underline important grammar points.

· Students do (introductory) grammar based activities.

· If required, presentations of dialogue reading and role-playing are encouraged. 
Effective lesson ideas: 


Textbook Activities:

1. Let’s Chat – dialogue expansion.
2. Original compositions – letters, emails. 
3. Cultural lessons – textbook. 

4. Everyday English – activities and role-plays. 
***Demonstrating practical and previously used ideas and how we teach the textbook at Akiu JHS. 
Activity #1: ➭ (Year 1)
Unit 5: pg. 42-43 (Ordering food)


 

Unit 1: Greetings and self-introduction



Unit 4: What (subject) do you like? 
Activity #2: ➭ (Year 2)
Unit 5: pg. 56-57 (At the doctor’s)
Unit 6: There is/ are (Prepositions)
Activity #3: ➭ (Year 3)
Unit 2: pg. 12-15 (Reporting and interviewing)



Unit 3: Invitation and suggestion
Things to consider (regarding the needs of students): 
· Review of previous material

· Pronunciation demonstration
· More example sentences

· New and more interesting grammar activities

· Reinforcement (presentation of activity, listening activity, questions)
Teaching Ideas: 
Speaking/ conversation:
As an ALT/ JTE, you must teach the skills and information necessary to complete the activity, model the effective use of these skills and provide a safe, equitable environment in which to practice these skills.
Characteristics of a successful speaking activity:

1. Learners talk a lot.

2. Participant is even.

3. Motivation is high.

4. Language is appropriate.

5. Teacher monitoring and modeling.

* Of the four skills speaking seems intuitively the most important. People who know a language are referred to as “speakers” of that language, as if speaking includes all other kinds of knowing; and many, if not most, foreign language learners are primarily interested in learning to speak.

Listening skills development for new learners: 

As with all the other skills, your student’s learning experience will involve the practice in listening. The practice should include that of the sub skills: gist, selective, and intensive. In order to exercise these sub skills, specific tasks need to be designed. The task can arrange from a simple question (from the textbook) about the gist, the sequencing of pictures, filing in a chart, true/ false questions, taking notes for questions dealing with the meaning of the text. These tasks need to be clearly expressed to the learners before they listen.

Basic reading skills:

1. Skimming for the main ideas (lightly reading over the text)

2. Scanning for specific information (reading quickly for a specific piece of information)

3. Extensive reading (reading longer texts for enjoyment)

4. Intensive reading (reading shorter texts slowly to extract comprehension)

5. “Speed reading” skills (help to increase learner’s speed without infringing on comprehension)

Writing activities:

Teaching your students to be a better speller (“MUST DOs”)
1. Recognize letters and sounds.

2. Remember the correct sequence of letters and spell the word in your mind.

3. Recall the sequence.

Interesting general information:

· Most senior high school and university exams in Japan concentrate a lot on reading and writing, therefore, so much attention in class is paid to develop these skills. However, all skills are important to learning any language, including English.

· Reading is the most vital of the four skills for student’s academic progress in Japan. Therefore it is the most developed skill.

· Writing is the most neglected part of the foreign language curriculum in Japan. Such an emphasis makes students preoccupied with the accuracy (form of sentence-by sentence translation) while writing, instead of communication.

Memory:

1. We remember what we want to remember. (As it is essential to design writing and spelling lessons that are geared to the interest of your students.)

2. We tend to remember the most recently learned material.

3. Practice is essential for memory.

4. The easiest material to remember is that which we have discovered ourselves.

* Make the spelling words relevant. Learning to spell within a context. (For example, unit chapters from the textbook.)
English websites for English students: 
Level: (Beginners – Advanced)
http://www.manythings.org/cts

http://www.roadtogrammar.com
http://www.eslpartyland.com
http://www.a4esl.org
http://www.offshore-english.co.nz
http://www.english-online.org.uk
http://www.scholastic.com

http://www.usingenglish.com

http://www.free-english-study.com

http://www.time4english.com

http://www.englishclub.com

http://www.eslgold.com
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