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Elementary School Projects

April 6th, 2006

Eddie’s Ideas

Self-Intro Poster

Easy. Primarily for 1 and 2-nensei. Students draw their own self-intro poster (e.g. “I like ~.  I don’t like ~.”). Can be adjusted to fit the students’ level. This can be done in a single class.  

How many ~~~?

Easy, but some prep work required. It’s not really a craft and it’ll only take about 20 minutes but 1 and 2-nensei seem to like this activity. I literally cut and pasted lots of different items randomly onto a worksheet: animals, food, sometimes both. Each student takes out a colored pencil/crayon as I ask, “How many elephants?”. Students have to circle each elephant and count them all. When finished, students change their color pencil and we go on to the next animal/food.

My New Monster/Animal

Easy. Not really a craft either and this also takes about 20-25 minutes, but again, the 1 and 2-nensei seem to like this activity. Each student needs a sheet of B4 paper and colored pencils/crayons. They will draw a new monster/animal according to the ALTs instructions.  For example, “This monster has three yellow eyes, four red ears, two black mouths, one green nose, etc….”
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Jack O’ Lanterns

Easy. 1, 2, 3-nensei. Students cut their own Jack O’ Lantern 
design from orange construction paper. Takes about 25 minutes 
for 1-nensei.

Christmas Cards

Easy. 1, 2, 3-nensei. Students cut their own Christmas tree card from green construction paper and then decorate it with crayons. Takes about 25 minutes for 1-nensei.

American (or insert your country) Snacks

Lots of prep work involved. I taught the following: red licorice, graham crackers, roasted marshmallows, sunflower seeds, root beer soda, S’mores.

The schools gave me money to purchase the items that I could find in Sendai, which were about half (the other half were foods that I brought back from the States). I usually do this with 6-nensei.

Quesadillas

Lots of prep work involved. The schools gave me money to purchase the ingredients. I mainly do this as my last lesson with 6-nensei but have also done it with 5-nensei. I usually do this as a single class with lower level students, but I’ve also done it where all the instructions are read in English only. In such a case we had at least two prior classes where the students learned the vocabulary and practiced translating the cooking instructions.
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Easter Egg Coloring

Lots of prep work involved mainly from the HRT. The HRT sent out 
notices to parents ahead of time asking them to pack two white hard-boiled
 eggs for their child on the day of class. Plus, HRTs had the children make
 their own egg holders. I bought all the necessary materials.

Which Do You Like Better?

Lots of prep work involved. Eriko Endo-sensei did this with her 4-nensei class and it worked really well. We had quite a few classes to teach the students the grammar point. We started off with simple stuff like, “Which do you like better, baseball or soccer?” and worked up from there. On the final class, Eriko-sensei brought in all kinds of food and the children took turns being hosts and guests and together they made sandwiches. For example, Which do you like better, roll or croissant? Tomato or cucumber? Ham or cheese? Margarine or jam? Apple or banana?

Lunch Video Exchange

Lots and lots of prep work involved. I haven’t done this yet but I’m thinking of doing it. Got this idea from Genki English. Video tape the students explaining their lunch menu in English and exchange with a school in your home country.

Internet

(enchantedlearning.com)

Paper Bag Puppets
Very simple puppets made from small paper lunch bags. You can make a raccoon, dog, cat, rabbit, bunny, mouse, pig, panda, or frog. 
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· Paper bags 

· Scraps of construction paper 

· Glue 

· Scissors 

· Markers or crayons 

Optional - googly eyes, pipe cleaners for whiskers
Frog:
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Glue or tape the folded base of the eyes onto the paper bag.
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Cut a long tongue out of paper. Glue in the frog's mouth.
	[image: image3.png]



Frog
Glue on two short arms and two long legs, and decorate the frog with green paper patches.


Raccoon, Dog or Bear:
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Fold the two square edges of a paper bag under (at the dotted lines), to form the animal's head.
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You now have the shape of the animal's head.
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Raccoon
Cut out ears, eyes, and a nose. Glue them to the raccoon's face.
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Dog
Cut out ears, eyes, a nose, and a tongue. Glue the tongue inside the mouth. Glue the eyes, nose, and ears to the dog's face.
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Brown Bear
Cut out ears, eyes, and paws. Glue them to the bear. Using a black crayon or marker, draw a nose and mouth. Cut out tiny claws and glue then to the paws.


Bunny, Panda, Pig or Polar Bear :
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Fold the two square edges of a paper bag under (at the dotted lines), to form the animal's head.
	[image: image10.png]



You now have the shape of the animal's head.
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Bunny
Cut out long, pink ears, eyes, a nose, and paws. Glue them to the bunny.
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Panda
Cut out ears, eyes, a nose, and paws. Glue them to the panda.
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Pig
Cut out ears, eyes, a snout, and paws. Glue them to the pig.
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Polar Bear
Cut out ears, eyes, and paws. Glue them to the polar bear. Using a black crayon or marker, draw a nose and mouth. Cut out tiny claws and glue then to the paws.


Mouse or Cat:
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Fold the two square edges of a paper bag under (at the dotted lines), to form the animal's pointed snout.
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You now have the shape of the animal's head.
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Mouse
Cut out ears, eyes, a nose, and whiskers (made of thin paper strips or pipe cleaners threaded through the paper bag). Glue them to the mouse.
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Cat
Cut out ears, eyes, a nose, paws, and whiskers (made of thin paper strips or pipe cleaners threaded through the paper bag). Glue them to the cat.


Paper Finger Puppets
	Your fingers are the legs (or trunk) of these simple paper puppets. You can make the entire cast of a nursery rhyme or fairy tale in just a few minutes, and then put on your own show. 


Supplies needed: 

	· Stiff paper, like thick construction paper or even thicker paper 

· Scissors 

· Markers or crayons 

· Optional - printer, googly eyes, glue, cotton balls 
	


	ELEPHANT 
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	Instructions for all the finger puppets: 

· Using stiff paper, either print out a puppet template or draw your own. 

· Cut out the finger puppet and the finger hole(s). 

· Decorate the puppet with crayons or markers. 

· Optional: glue on googly eyes and cotton-ball or yarn hair. 


Nursery Rhyme Finger Puppets:
	Humpty Dumpty
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	Jack and Jill
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	Peter, Peter, Pumpkin Eater
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Alligator Craft or Card

	This simple-to-make alligator is a cute craft that can also be used as a card. It is made from a single piece of green construction paper (or white paper that you decorate).
	





Supplies needed: 
A piece of green or white paper.

Pencil, scissors, crayons (optional)

	[image: image24.png]



	Fold a piece of green paper the long way.
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	Draw an alligator shape on one side of the paper. Draw a long snout, two legs, and a long tail; the fold line will be the alligator's back.
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	Cut about 6 small diagonal slits along the back of the alligator (along the fold line).


	[image: image27.png]



	Unfold the paper. Fold over each of the slits you cut, forming little triangles.
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	Draw a big, toothy mouth and an eye on the alligator. Cut out the teeth if you like. Decorate the alligator. 

If this is going to be a card, write your message on and in the alligator.

	[image: image45.wmf]Handprint Rainbow
In this project, the handprints of many children form a beautiful rainbow. It makes a great classroom decoration or bulletin board. This project is good for a group of children (it is too big a project for one or two children). 


	Supplies needed: 

· Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple construction paper 

· A large piece of neutral-colored paper (about 2 1/2 feet by 1 1/2 ft long), or work directly on a bulletin board 

· Scissors 

· A pencil and a marker 

· Glue 
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	Using the colored construction paper, have the children trace their hands. Make about 10 handprints of each of the colors of the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple).
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	Cut out the hand prints and put the child's name on his or her print.
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	Glue the handprints onto the paper (or staple on a bulletin board) in a rainbow shape. 

You now have a Handprint Rainbow to help 

	Delightful Dog Card
Make a great dog card for dog lovers. 
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Supplies needed: 

	· Card stock or construction paper 

· Scissors 

· Markers or crayons 

· Googly eyes and glue (optional) 
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	To start making a square, fold the corner of a piece of paper over.
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	To finish making the square, cut off the small rectangle, forming a square (which is already folded into a triangle).
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	Fold over two triangles (to make the dog's ears).
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	Put a face on your dog. Gluing on googly eyes gives the dog a cute look. 

You can write messages under the ears and on the inside of your new card.
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Eddie’s 2 Cents 

Things to consider when doing arts & crafts

Plan and prepare THOROUGHLY for arts and crafts lessons. Make sure that anything that needs to be done ahead of time is done. Gather ALL necessary materials ahead of time. Do not leave it till class time to have the students do it. It will hold up production immensely and chaos will ensue! Always go over the lesson ahead of time and think of things that can go wrong and see how that part can be changed. Here are some of the questions you should ask yourself when doing an arts & crafts lesson.

-Be careful when working with scissors, glue, and paints. 

-Do you need some type of covering to protect desks, floors, and clothes?  

-Are there enough materials for everyone?  

-How will the materials be distributed?  

-Will some students have to wait in order to accomplish a certain task?  

-If so, what will they do while they are waiting?  

-Do you know what can happen when you leave young idle hands waiting with 

paints, glue, and scissors nearby? 

-Do you have extra supplies available in case a student has an accident and 

destroys their craft?  

-Do all teachers involved know what and how things are to be done? 

-Do you have clean up time organized?  Do you have garbage bags?

-Have you planned enough time for everyone to finish their craft?  

Younger students need a lot of time to do the simplest activities. They need very simple, very specific step-by-step instructions. And after each step, they seem to want to have their work checked by a teacher over and over again. And as a teacher, you SHOULD check each student’s work to make sure they are following along nicely. It becomes problematic if you don’t check only to find out at the end that half the students didn’t understand the directions and just randomly cut, glued, and painted.

