Goodbye Meishi

I wanted to give a present to all of my students(215) and do it cheaply. I made key chains with a picture and generic message for all of them using all school supplies and 200 yen at the Hyakuen.

First, take a digital camera and a tripod(or a buddy) and go around your school taking pictures of yourself. I took pictures by the school rock sign, the flowerbeds, the dancing woman statue, with another teacher and a goofy one attacking my unsuspecting janitor with a drill.

     I used an editing program to crop them really nice. Remember in photography, you want to isolate the important elements of the picture. If it is a picture of you and the flowerbeds, eliminate the sky. If it is you and another person, frame it from the stomach up to about six inches over your head.  
Then put all of the pictures at full resolution into Microsoft publisher. If they are huge, just zoom out to 10%. Then link them together and shrink them all down to about one inch by and inch and a half. Remember to hold the shift key to keep the original aspect ration when resizing.
Organize them economically into rows. Orientation doesn’t matter, they can be sideways. I got seven pictures into two rows then copy/pasted them down the page. I could make three systems on each page. So 21 pics per page.  But be conciuous that you have to cut them out later. Align the edges so you can make economical long cuts.
Remember to use the preview button to see if your page settings are going to cut off any of the pictures instead of printing tons of bad copies.

Save this file.

  
Stretch one picture at the bottom of the page so it is extra wide. Then use the rectangle tool to frame every picture. Then add text boxes to the rectangles. Remember you can do the first system and then copy and paste to get the rest. Line them up perfectly. Zooming in is a good way to line up corners..

Then click on that picture you stretched wide and cut the pictures out. You should have a bunch of empty squares. That are text editable. Save this file under a different name. Such as Grids or text boxes.


Reopen the picture file. Select the first row of text frames and join them so they rotate as one body. Then check where the picture in the other file is oriented. You should only need the horizontal coordinate. Flip the text boxes. Repeat this step for each row. You have just constructed a mirror image of the first page. 


Now write seven different messages to go with the pictures and copy/paste them into all of the corresponding pictures.


Delete the rectangles around the text box. 


Print the picture page, re-insert it into the printer and print the text on the back. If you did it right, they are all lined up. Spell and grammar check all of your pics.


Now look at the pictures and evaluate the best place for a hole. Draw a circle on it. Flip it over, Did you punch a hole in some text? If you did, reorganize the text on the back and remember to copy it to all of the pictures, not just the one you edited.


If your text is in line, the pictures are evenly spaced and there is space to punch a hole, print away!  I printed 12 pages and then flipped them and printed the backs.


Section two. The cutting. I used the big choppy machine to cut all of my pictures out of the paper. I don’t recommend this for everyone. Do a few test cuts before you start. The cutter on mine cuts a few millimeters ahead of the guard. 


Cut the pictures into rows and then stack the rows. Put a clip on the back of the rows and run them through the machine again eliminating all of the white spaces. I got good at this and was able to cut them out pretty well.


Note: I Hate paper cutters, the paper moves no matter how hard you push and it never cuts in a truly straight line. The other option is scissors and this would take forever. 

When they are all cut and there are no white edges(DEATH TO WHITE EDGES!!!!) you should sort them into piles. 


Fire up the laminator and put a ream of paper in front of the machine to make a table from which you can slide sheets into the slot.


Put the individual cards onto laminating sheets and run them through. You want to leave spaces between the pictures. The reason you have done all of this is because you can’t laminate first and then cut. The laminating sheet needs to seal around the card, otherwise the corners will split in two, quick.


So space the cards between the laminating sheets again minding that you have to cut these and aligned pictures make this a lot easier.


Use the paper cutter to slice them into rows.


Cut the individual pictures out and leave a margin around the picture of laminating sheet where it is sealed with scissors. An eight of an inch to a quarter inch is fine. Yes I’m American, we still use SAE measurements. (3mm-6mm) Get long scissors that can make the entire length of the picture in one cut, this makes it really easy.

Then punch the holes. Having them in stacks of like pictures makes this go quicker.


Buy some string at the hyakuen. Wrap the string around a big book or something and cut it into 7 inch lengths. If you have a book that is seven inches wide, you wrap and then make two cuts.(duh)


Then fold a string in half, put it through the hole and loop it onto itself. Boom Bam. Keitai charms!

I made 215 of these and it took me about 5 hours. I couldn’t have bought anything for my students because that would have been too expensive. Some of them had put them on their pencil cases before they even left the gym. I highly recommend this.  

