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WORKSHOP INTRODUCTION
Two sections:

· Planning an elective English course

· Themes for elective activities/curricula (with activity demonstrations)

Some quotes from my elective students:
· I feel glad when I understand English

· I can do various activities compared with the regular class

· It’s always fun

Warm up!
Please make 6 groups of 5 members each.

Brainstorm:

· In your groups, please discuss and agree on TEN things you think an elective English course SHOULD BE (e.g. communicative, active, etc…)

· [image: image1.jpg]ENGEESH SESCEEYE CLASS
SERYIY

DON'T write your name!! This survey is anonymous (4 ?) ©

Please write your English elective class:
Please write your grade: A

Q1. Why did you choose English for elective class? +j«" k% ¥ ¢ ek« EAT T,

| didn't want to do the other subjects. f#aZF s 11 tin' 1<

| like English. #&sosdirieb.

| wanted to practice for tests. 7z} iz fa]uT 8% LrepsTieb.

I'm good at English. #5% u\‘"ﬁ%'ﬁ;-'{:“a: e )

I think English is easy. F&& s FErIe Be)p oo .

| want to improve my English. 84w %5804 & [$&fcunie

| want to communicate in English. $22¢"23s =-3a v & LTlwm b, o

| am poor at English, so | need to practice. %22 1§%: Clers ¢, ARY p36EI0 .
My friends chose English. % % 4= %22 8 A 105, .

I though English elective classes would be fun. %2208 4% £ 12 800135 e By, 12605,
Other reason: Za{&

gooooodoood

Q2. Do you enjoy English elective class? %5% 0 1#IRFE { % "’%‘»AZ:\&M ?

O Yes, always. 15w (\19%)
O Yes, sometimes. (£ (8%<)
O Itsso-so. ¥xis %38

O Notreally. 7n(s7%7.
O No, never. (\nx, A%

Why? T2€CUTsN,




You have FIVE minutes.
WHY PLAN ELECTIVE CURRICULA?

Why plan curricula?
· Why should we bother preparing a curriculum in advance? 

· Are there any advantages to planning a whole course, or a series of lessons? 
Advantages of planning ahead
· Planning a series of linked lessons gives greater continuity and consistency to students’ learning.

· Students can measure their progress, and see what they have accomplished over the length of the course.
· By planning ahead, you can ensure that the lessons are accomplishing the aims/objectives of your elective course (for example, improving oral communication, creative writing skills, etc.)

· Planning ahead can allow you to design longer term projects for students, carried out over a series of lessons.
MOTIVATING STUDENTS

Selecting students
How are students selected for a course?
Selection method can have a big impact on students’ motivation in classes.
For example, students who were allowed to choose a specific English elective class from a wide range of alternative options are likely to be interested in the class, and therefore motivated to participate.
On the other hand, if every student must take the course, it’s likely that many won’t be interested or motivated.
Uninterested students are likely to disrupt classes, making it difficult for the motivated students to learn anything.
Students’ Choices

Students’ reasons for choosing a course can also effect their motivation and participation.
For example, compare the two situations:
· I chose English because I’m bad at English and need to study for the tests.

· I chose English because I like playing English games and learning about other countries.
Result: A class with a mixture of these students is likely to be unsatisfied, as the students have very different expectations of the activities they want to do in class.
How can we challenge and inspire students? 

Tailor elective courses according to the students needs.

Courses can be tailored in variety of ways:

· Separation by level*
· Separation by curriculum theme**
· Smaller classes (more individual attention from teachers)

· Make activities challenging, but not too difficult (create activities with various challenge levels, e.g. different numbers of points for answers, etc)

· Make elective classes different from regular English classes (novelty factor).

· Use English as a medium for learning about other things (e.g. culture)

· Use activities that reflect teenagers lives (e.g. pop culture)

· Survey students on why they chose English

· Survey students on what type of activities they’d like to do in class.

*Separation by level can be helpful. However, it’s unlikely that all students at the same level will have the same aims for what they want to get out of elective classes, e.g. improved test scores vs. improved communication, etc. For this reason, I prefer to separate students according to their interests. 
**The focus of today’s workshop.

SEPARATION BY COURSE THEME

When planning the course curricula, decide on a number of theme options which students can choose from, such as oral communication, culture, music, etc.

When students are choosing their elective subjects, give them information on these different English courses, allowing students to choose a specific course.

My old base school in Akita used this method very successfully. Students could choose from a number of quite different options (such as conversation, creative writing, and Disney musicals), with the result that they were interested in the activities in their chosen class and motivated to participate.
Even if the course has already begun, it’s still possible to tailor the classes to students’ needs. Survey students on why they chose English, what activities they are interested in, etc.
From the survey results you can design activities which appeal to the maximum number of students, or perhaps even split the classes into different groups.
In my current school, the selection methods vary from grade to grade, with no specific course themes for students to choose from. After surveying the students, we found that within classes, there were quite distinct groups of students who often had opposing ideas of what activities they wanted to do, leading some to be unsatisfied with the classes.
NANAKITA STUDENTS’ SURVEY

We asked each elective student four questions:

Q1. Why did you choose English for elective class?
Q2. Do you enjoy English elective class?
Q3. What activities do you enjoy in English elective class?
Q4. What activities would you like to do in English elective classes?
The survey questions were bilingual, multiple choice, with space for any comments.

Results

· Students who were allowed to choose their elective subject were more satisfied with the class.

· There were two distinct groups of students: 

· Students who want to communicate and play games.

· Students who want to practice for tests.
Common complaints of students:
· [image: image6.wmf]I didn’t want to do English (all 3rd grade students are required to take English)
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Too much studying/not enough games
· Too many games/not enough studying

· Class dynamic ( Some students didn’t like their partner, or other students in the class, making it difficult for them to participate in pair/group work activities
What activities would you like to do in English elective classes? 
Most popular responses:

· Music

· Internet/Email
· Learning about other countries 

· Drama/Radio show

· Seasonal activities
· Games/quizzes/puzzles

· Test/grammar practice

[image: image14.wmf]
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A FEW MORE PLANNING ISSUES

Priorities of JTEs/schools vs. priorities of ALTs

One of the main goals of the JET Program is the “internationalisation” of Japan. As such, many ALTs see elective classes as a great opportunity for students to learn about other countries and cultures, which they can be. 
But, when planning activities, ALTs need to be aware that the school/JTEs may have other priorities, such as eiken preparation, grammar practice, etc. It’s always best to discuss the aims/objectives of the course/specific lessons in advance to avoid conflict and misunderstandings.

Effective utilisation of the ALT in elective classes
Whilst most ALTs would rather be participating classes than sitting at their desks, there are of course some classes in which their presence will be more beneficial than others. 
Classes which are focusing on oral communication, for example, are going to utilise the ALT much more effectively than classes in which students are translating sentences from English into Japanese, which most ALTs won’t be able to assist with.
When planning activities, keeping mind the following:
· Class Dynamic ( Can students work in groups/pairs? Can they perform in front of others? Group work may not be appropriate for classes that aren’t well bonded.

· Low level students may be unwilling to participate in class/group level activities, so a few students will monopolise the activity ( Pair or individual work may be better for these classes.

· Previously studied grammar/vocabulary ( Introducing new vocabulary is fine, but try to use grammar that they’ve already studied. 

· Does the activity help you achieve the long term aims of the course/the short term aims of the class?

· How can you ensure that all students participate?

2006 MYC THEME

The theme of the 2006 Mid Year Conference is “Using English”. 
Therefore activities demonstrated in this workshop, and those described in this handout, will focus on USING English as a medium to accomplish goals, rather than simply “studying” English.

The goals of the activities may be broad, such as improving conversational skills, or specific, such as following English clues to complete a puzzle.
ACTIVITY DEMONSTRATIONS

In today’s workshop I’ll try to demonstrate activities from the following themes:
· Music 

· Multi-media

· Internet

· Presentation/Drama

· International/Cultural Studies
· Games

· Reading/Writing
Music demonstration

Circle It Listening Game

See the example worksheet below. Use one worksheet per pair. I’ll play two short music clips. Listen to the lyrics, and circle the picture when you hear the word. The first person to circle the picture gets a point.
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Multi-media demonstration
Radio Show

I will play several short clips of radio shows written and presented by some of my students. 

Internet demonstration

Make Your Own Homepage

I’ll show several examples of homepages created by my students.

Presentation/Drama demonstration

Afternoon News

Each row will be given a color picture. The picture will be passed along the row, from person to person. Each person should write one word associated with the picture. When the picture reaches the end of the row, it should be passed back along again. Continue writing words until the time limit is up (3 minutes). For example: 




  beach, summer, sea, hot, waves, umbrella,

   trees…
This brainstorming activity would be a warm-up, preparing students to write a news article about their groups’ pictures. I will show a couple of clips of my students news reports.

Drama and Puppet Shows

I will also show clips of students drama and puppet show performances.

International /Cultural Studies demonstration
Exchange activity – Let’s Introduce Our School 
I’ll show some short clips from a welcome video made by my students.

Seasonal activity – Valentine’s Day Quiz

Please look at the example worksheet on the next page. Ask your partner questions to find out how romantic they are.

[image: image3.jpg]— HOW ROMANTIC AREYOUY .

5 Answer the following questions and see haw romantic you arel
1. Would prefer a first date with your
a) an amusement park?  b) amuseum?  C) a coffee shop?

£2. You are with your § on a warm day but i's raining hard. Would you rather use:
o) one umbrella? b) two umbrellas? <)o umbrellos?

3. Where would you rather be with your®§for the proposal?
a)ina car b) in a restaurant ) in a movie theater

£4. You have waited for youj for 30 minutes. Would you rather:
@)y to find a phone?  b) wait some more? c) leave?

145, Where would you prefer to marry youf@p :
a)in a castle? " b)in a church? <) at the city hall?

#6. YoulS gives you a picture. Would you prefer if fo be:
a) of you and your @ b) of you? ) of your @2

#7. You decide to bay some roses for your®. Which color wodld you prefer o buy?
a) ail red? b) all white? <) all yellow?

#8. You are driving with your @ Which would you rather listen to:
o) Your s favorite music?  b) your favarite music? c) the radio?

#9. T¢'s Valentine's Day foday. You don't have enough money to buy youl® a gift. ‘Would you rather:

) make something by hand?  b) give something later? ) borrow money?

#10. Your X&) wants to come back. Would you rather say:
a) “OK? b) "No, thanks™ ) nothing?

#11. YourGPis sick inbed.  Which would you prefer fo bring:
a) some soup? b some fruit? <) some medicine?

#12: Which would prefer o have with your @9 :
a) a blind date? b) a double date? ) a regular date?

#13. You had a big fight with your & Would you prefer to receive o card that says:
) "I wes wrong"? b) *T'm sorry™ ) "I fove you™?

=4

#14. You and your% are on the top a Ferris wheel when it suddenly stops. Would you rather :
) look at the scenery?  b) shout for help? <) snuggle?

#15. Today is youS s birthday. Which would you rather do fogether:
a) see a movie? b)have lunch? c) go shopping?

#16. T1' your first amiversary. To celebrate which would yau rather receive from youf§ :
a) a hand-written poem? b) @ new sweater? ¢)aco?

#17. You and your§are in an ice cream shop. Would you prefer fo have:
) 2 shakes and 2 straws? b} 1 shake and 2 straws? ) 1 shakes and 1 straws?

#18. You broke up with youl® last week. You still love eachather. Would.you prefer fo have:
a) a call from your & 2. b) some time.fo think> c) anew @

#19. You and your®P go 1o a concert together, You have the ficket stub. Would you prefer to:
o) put it inyour album?  b) give it to your & 2 c) throw it e

#20. Wh:re would you prefer to have a date:
o) af your foverite place? b) let your §decide? <) anew place?

#21. You still have a very expensive present from your eS8 . Which would you rather do?

) keep it? b) throw it away? c) sell it?
# L 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
answer
Score

You are not romantic at all, You're very realistic
and practical. You think about things carefully,
Corcer:slnts, lawyr o sccouiant

You are a il omantic. You probably forget
amiversaries. You make decidlons careluly.
Career. teacher, politician, doclor of nurse.

You are romanticl You lka to fee! happy and love
s an Important part of yaur fife. Career: police
officer, s-lespmon, manager or journalist.

ou sre very romanlic i Yores pmbably not very
5| good with money and you don't handie problems
very well. Career: arfist, wrier or musician.





[image: image4.jpg]— HOW ROMANTIC AREYOUY .

5 Answer the following questions and see haw romantic you arel
1. Would prefer a first date with your
a) an amusement park?  b) amuseum?  C) a coffee shop?

£2. You are with your § on a warm day but i's raining hard. Would you rather use:
o) one umbrella? b) two umbrellas? <)o umbrellos?

3. Where would you rather be with your®§for the proposal?
a)ina car b) in a restaurant ) in a movie theater

£4. You have waited for youj for 30 minutes. Would you rather:
@)y to find a phone?  b) wait some more? c) leave?

145, Where would you prefer to marry youf@p :
a)in a castle? " b)in a church? <) at the city hall?

#6. YoulS gives you a picture. Would you prefer if fo be:
a) of you and your @ b) of you? ) of your @2

#7. You decide to bay some roses for your®. Which color wodld you prefer o buy?
a) ail red? b) all white? <) all yellow?

#8. You are driving with your @ Which would you rather listen to:
o) Your s favorite music?  b) your favarite music? c) the radio?

#9. T¢'s Valentine's Day foday. You don't have enough money to buy youl® a gift. ‘Would you rather:

) make something by hand?  b) give something later? ) borrow money?

#10. Your X&) wants to come back. Would you rather say:
a) “OK? b) "No, thanks™ ) nothing?

#11. YourGPis sick inbed.  Which would you prefer fo bring:
a) some soup? b some fruit? <) some medicine?

#12: Which would prefer o have with your @9 :
a) a blind date? b) a double date? ) a regular date?

#13. You had a big fight with your & Would you prefer to receive o card that says:
) "I wes wrong"? b) *T'm sorry™ ) "I fove you™?

=4

#14. You and your% are on the top a Ferris wheel when it suddenly stops. Would you rather :
) look at the scenery?  b) shout for help? <) snuggle?

#15. Today is youS s birthday. Which would you rather do fogether:
a) see a movie? b)have lunch? c) go shopping?

#16. T1' your first amiversary. To celebrate which would yau rather receive from youf§ :
a) a hand-written poem? b) @ new sweater? ¢)aco?

#17. You and your§are in an ice cream shop. Would you prefer fo have:
) 2 shakes and 2 straws? b} 1 shake and 2 straws? ) 1 shakes and 1 straws?

#18. You broke up with youl® last week. You still love eachather. Would.you prefer fo have:
a) a call from your & 2. b) some time.fo think> c) anew @

#19. You and your®P go 1o a concert together, You have the ficket stub. Would you prefer to:
o) put it inyour album?  b) give it to your & 2 c) throw it e

#20. Wh:re would you prefer to have a date:
o) af your foverite place? b) let your §decide? <) anew place?

#21. You still have a very expensive present from your eS8 . Which would you rather do?

) keep it? b) throw it away? c) sell it?
# L 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
answer
Score

You are not romantic at all, You're very realistic
and practical. You think about things carefully,
Corcer:slnts, lawyr o sccouiant

You are a il omantic. You probably forget
amiversaries. You make decidlons careluly.
Career. teacher, politician, doclor of nurse.

You are romanticl You lka to fee! happy and love
s an Important part of yaur fife. Career: police
officer, s-lespmon, manager or journalist.

ou sre very romanlic i Yores pmbably not very
5| good with money and you don't handie problems
very well. Career: arfist, wrier or musician.








Reading/Writing demonstration

Country posters

Please make 6 groups of 5 members. I will give each group a large piece of paper and some pens. You will be given one of the following countries: Canada, the U.S.A, Ireland, the U.K., Australia, or New Zealand. Each member should choose one topic: Basic Facts, Tourist Attractions, Food and Sports, Famous People, and Festivals/Holidays. Information on each of these topics will be posted around the room. You should find your topic, read the information, and add it to your group’s poster. You have 10 minutes to complete your posters.





Poetry

I’ll show a few examples of students’ poems (following an example structure).

Dream Flowers 

I’ll show a few examples of students Dream Flowers, on which they write their dream for the future, and what they must do to accomplish that dream.

THEMES AND CURRICULA

The seven themes I have focused on in this handout (Music, Multi-media, Internet, Presentation and Drama, International and Cultural Studies, Games, Reading and Writing) of course overlap a lot – presentations involve writing, and often video, cultural studies might use the internet for some activities, games can be used for any purpose, and of course, students are always reading, even if only a worksheet. But, separating activities this way will hopefully make it easier to find what you’re looking for and design your curricula.
MUSIC ACTIVITIES
WARM-UPS:

See Saw

Chose two words or phrases from a simple song. Assign each half of a class a word or phrase to listen for. For a basic class, you could use the Beatles’ Hello, Goodbye, assigning half of the students “Hello” and half “Goodbye”. Play the song, and students must stand up when they hear their word.
Music in motion

Each row of students is assigned a word or phrase from a song, and a gesture to go with the word. Students must listen for their word/phrase and perform their gesture every time they hear their word/phrase played. You can have a contest to see which row is the most alert/responds the fastest.

Music Basket

This is similar to fruit basket. Prepare a CD of 30 second clips of different types of music. Students make a circle with their chairs, with one student standing in the middle. Give each student a card representing a different type of music. When their music type is played, they must change seats, e.g. all the jazz students must change seats. The student left standing in the middle must answer an English question.

Musical Introductions

Prepare five small meishi (business cards) for each student, and ask students to write their names in the center of the card. Ask the students four questions. They should write the answers in the four corners of their cards. For example: 1. What is your favorite Japanese song? 2. Who is your favorite Japanese singer/group? 3. What is your favorite foreign song? 4. Who is your favorite foreign singer/group? Write the four questions on the blackboard, so students can refer to them throughout the game. 

When students have filled in their cards, have them, stand up and walk around the classroom while a CD is playing. After a little time, stop the CD. Students should find a partner nearby, and each student should ask their partner one of the questions. Then, they should janken (in English, e.g. one, two, three, GO!), and the winner receives one of the loser’s meishi. Start the CD, and students should mingle again, making a new pair when the music stops. The winner is the student with the most meishi at the end of the game.

Drawing pictures

Give students a piece of paper each, and play a song. Let them draw a picture representing the song, how it makes them feel, or what it makes them think of, etc.
MUSIC ACTIVITIES:

Nearly all of the following activities can take part of one class, or a complete class.

Worksheets for many of the following activities are included in the ESL Song Directory, on the CD. Some worksheets and lyrics strips I’ve used are also included.

Cloze Gap
Make a worksheet of an English song, with some words missing. Students listen to the song, whilst reading the lyrics, and fill in the gaps. To make it easier, put the missing words in a box on the worksheet. You may want students to just listen and read the first time you play the song, to familiarise themselves. Then, let them try to write the answers the second time you play the song. You’ll probably need to play it several times for the students to get all the answers. 
Choose the correct word

Easier than the cloze gap activity. This time, instead of filling in the blanks, students choose the correct word from two options, e.g. hold/sold, play/played, etc. Students should listen to the song and circle the correct answers.

Wrong Lyrics

A little more difficult than the choose the correct word activity. Make a worksheet of the lyrics, but change some words to other, similar sounding, words. For example, “I wanna hold your hand” becomes “I wanna SOLD/______ your hand”. Make sure to highlight the incorrect words in some way, for example, by numbering them, or underlining/writing in capital letters; and leave a space for writing the correct words. Students should listen to the song, and try to write the correct words.
Lyrics Scramble

Before class, type up the song lyrics, print them out, and cut them into strips (one line per strip). Make sure the font is large enough to be easily readable by all the group members. If you can, try to make sure that the strips don’t “fit together”, by mixing different sets of paper. Otherwise, there’s bound to be one group which figures out that they can get the answers simply by slotting the paper strips together like a jigsaw puzzle. Make sure to separate them into different verses. 

In class, get the students to make small groups. Give them the lyric strips for the first verse, and play it several times, until students can get the lyrics in the right order. You may need to give some groups a few hints. Once they have the correct answers, have them gather the strips together and paperclip them, before you give them the next verse (if you leave the gathering until the end of the activity, the strips will inevitably get mixed up between the different verses). Then continue with the next part of the song.

If you want to do an entire song this way, make sure it’s a pretty short one, or they won’t be able to finish it, even with a whole class set aside! Alternatively, combine this activity with the cloze gap or choose the correct word activity. For example, do the lyrics scramble for the chorus (instead of playing the chorus several times in a row, just play it once, then continue with the verse, and next time the chorus comes up, students have a chance to check and correct their arranging).

At the end of the activity, give each student a handout of the complete, correct lyrics, preferably with a Japanese translation, and details of the artist/CD, in case they’re interested in the song.

Line Up

This activity is similar to the lyrics scramble. In this version, each student in a group receives one line of the verse. When you play the song, students have to try and line up in the correct order, e.g. the student with the first line at the front, then the student with the second line behind them. The problem with this activity is making sure that there are the same number of students in a group as there are song lines. 

Alternatively you can do the activity as a whole class, with each student getting one line from the song, and the whole class trying to line up in order. But that could get a bit chaotic, and boring for the students who happen to be at the start of the song.
Lyrics Karuta

Make karuta cards with single words, multi-word chunks, full sentences of song lyrics, or whole verses. Students can work in pairs or groups. Students should listen to the song and try to grab the correct card.

Picture Karuta

Make picture karuta cards, representing different lyrics in the song. The pictures could simply be of vocabulary words, e.g. sun, train, etc.; or more complex pictures of actions, such as a couple walking by a river. Students should work in pairs or groups, listening to the song and trying to choose the correct cards.
Song Bingo

Create bingo sheets with either individual vocabulary words from the lyrics, multi-word chunks of lyrics, or specific grammar points. Have students fill in the sheets, and then play the song. Students should listen to the song, and cross off the words as they hear them.

Circle It

Make a worksheet with random words from a song scattered around it. There are two ways of playing the game. The first version is played like karuta. Students make pairs, with one worksheet between them. Whilst listening to the song, students try to circle the words as they hear them. The first student to circle a word gets a point. Students should keep score on the worksheet. The student with the most points at the end of the game wins.


In the other version, include extra words on the worksheet which aren’t in the song. Students play the game individually, circling words as they hear them. At the end, check that they correctly identified which words weren’t in the song.
Picture Vocabulary

Make a worksheet with pictures replacing vocabulary words from a song. Students should listen to the song and fill in the blanks with the words corresponding to the pictures.

Arrange the pictures

Make several picture cards representing sections of the song. For example, one picture card for each verse/chorus of the song. Have students make groups, and listen to the song. Play the song several times. Students should listen, and arrange the picture cards in the correct order. 


Alternatively, for an individual activity, make a worksheet with the pictures. Students should listen to the song several times, and try to number the pictures. You may want to include three blank slots below each picture, so that students can write in their first attempt, second attempt, and final order that they think the pictures go in, after listening to the song several times.

Choose the correct picture

Prepare a picture worksheet. For each verse, have a picture that represents the lyrics, and another similar picture, with a few things different from what the verse is actually singing about. Students listen to the song, and for each verse have to circle the correct picture.

I Spy

A little more difficult than choose the correct picture. Prepare a worksheet with one picture for each verse of the song. However, the picture should contain some things that aren’t included in the song. As they listen to the song, students must circle the areas of the picture which are different to the song. 
Emotional Vocabulary

Make a CD with a random selection of music types, e.g. classical, techno, pop, rock, jazz, love songs, etc. Make a worksheet with different example emotion words, e.g. sad, happy, excited, scared, cheerful, etc.  Play the CD, and let students choose different adjectives to describe each song. If possible, give students Japanese/English dictionaries so that students aren’t limited to using words they already learned. Students can also try making sentences to describe how each song makes them feel: This song makes me feel __________ because it _________. I like/don’t like it. 

Descriptive Music

Students listen to a song, and then must answer some questions about the song, e.g. what kind of mood it evokes, what sort of person would listen to this song, what it makes them think about, what kind of movie it would be in, etc. You might want to include sample sentence structures in the worksheet, e.g. I think a high school student would listen to this song. / This song would be in a comedy movie. This song makes me think about summer.
Poetry from music

Make a CD with six samples of songs. Before you play each piece of music, ask the students to write something down about the music, e.g. a noun, verb, adjective, color, food, animal, etc. When the music is finished, students should combine their words to make a poem. The grammar is not so important, as the poetry is about conveying an idea, rather than a correct sentence.
Read and Run

Type up the lyrics to a couple of verse of a song, number them in order, and cut them up. Then stick the lyrics around the classroom. Have students make small groups and choose a secretary. The secretary stays at the desk throughout the activity. Give the secretary a worksheet with numbers along the side, e.g. 1 – 20 if there are 20 lines in the song. The other members of the group will act as the runners. The runners go around the room, finding lyrics. They must memorise the lyrics, and their numbers, and tell the secretary. The secretary writes down the lines according to the runners’ instructions. The first group to finish the song wins. Once they’ve completed the worksheet give all the group members a handout with the correct lyrics for them to check their worksheet against. When all the groups have finished, play the song while they listen.
World Music

Prepare a CD with a selection of music samples from different countries around the world (English speaking, non-English speaking, vocal, instrumental, etc). Also prepare color flags from each country for displaying on the blackboard. Start by showing the flags and having students guess which country is flag represents. You can include this on their worksheet. Then, play the CD, and have students guess which country each song sample comes from.
Singing songs

Singing is particularly popular with ichi-nensei. Teach students songs with relevant vocabulary or grammar points, or songs from the ALT’s home country, seasonal songs, or children’s songs, such as Head, shoulders, knees and toes. Songs with actions are popular with younger students.

Online Karaoke

Go to http://www.hawaiizone.com/wkaraoke.html. This page has QuickTime videos with sound, and karaoke-style highlighted lyrics for following along with the song. Students could try this individually, but it could get a bit complicated with them all singing at once. Alternatively, use your own laptop and a PowerPoint projector, plus speakers to get the whole class singing along in unison. The songs are mostly older, seasonal, and Disney songs, but there may be some that your students know. 
Music videos

Most video stores have video/DVD interviews with music stars. Make a worksheet with questions about an interview. Have the students read through the questions, and check their understanding as a class. Then, play the interview. Students should watch the interview and try to answer the questions. Also ask students to think of questions that they’d ask the singer, if they were the interviewer.

Music Charts

Download a Top 10 or Top 40 on the internet and record clips to CD. Create a worksheet for students, asking questions about the artists, albums, song titles, positions in the chart, and any advertisements or comments made by the presenters. Students listen to the recording and then complete the worksheet. The BBC Radio 1 Chart Show (from the U.K.) can be found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/chart/singles.shtml

Dance

Teach students a dance along with music. Make a worksheet with a short introduction of the song’s background and explaining the dance moves. For example, the Macarena, line dancing, traditional dances from the ALT’s home country.

Song writing

This activity is may take more than one class, depending on how far you want to go with the song writing.

Put a funny picture on the blackboard. Give a piece of paper to the first student in each row, and ask them to write a sentence about the picture. They then pass their paper to the student behind them, who writes another sentence. Students continue passing back the paper until everyone in their group has written a sentence about the picture. Then have the row gather together as a group, and try to make the sentences into a song. 


Alternatively, instead of starting with the sentence activity, start with game similar to shiritori. Put the picture in the center of the board, and divide the board into six columns surrounding the picture. Give a piece of chalk to the first student n each row. When you say “GO!”, each student runs to their row’s column on the blackboard, and writes a word about the picture, e.g. big, blue, fast, train, travel, window, etc. The students run back to their team, and pass the chalk to the next student, who continues by writing another word related to the picture. 

When the last student in the row finishes writing a word, they should pass the chalk to the first student, who takes another turn. Students continue the game for a set time limit, e.g. five minutes, each student taking as many turns as possible. When the game is finished, check the words as a class, correcting any spelling mistakes. Students can then make their groups and try to write a song from the words on the blackboard (they don’t have to limit themselves to the words their team wrote).

Another alternative for more advanced students is to simply give a topic, and have groups try to write a song on the topic, e.g. “My Town”, “Summer Time”, etc. They could follow the same brainstorming procedure, first listing words associated with the topic, then moving on to creating sentences, and finally arranging them to make a song. 

If your students are feeling genki and brave, you could try to create a melody, or adapt one, and then practice and perform the song. This would probably take a second class to complete.
Rock Star Role Play

Have students make groups, and following the guidance of a worksheet, design their own band. They should choose a style of music, a name, what instrument each member will “play”, song/CD titles, tour dates, etc. (a worksheet is included in the CD). If you want to follow up by interviewing each group, the activity will take 2 – 3 classes (including video-recording and showing the interviews to the class)
Musical Scavenger Hunt

Create an Internet scavenger hunt, by having students follow a worksheet to find out information about artists, songs, lyrics, charts, etc. 
Puzzles

Make word searches or crossword puzzles featuring musical instruments, musical styles, names of singers/bands. Go to http://www.puzzlemaker.com/ to make a variety of puzzles online. Some puzzles and quizzes are included in the CD.
USEFUL MUSIC INTERNET LINKS:
Dave’s ESL Café Ideas Cookbook

http://www.eslcafe.com/ideas/index.html
Currently offline, but due back soon. Full of ideas for all sorts of activities
Songs for Teaching
http://www.songsforteaching.com/esleflesol.htm 
This webpage has song lyrics/samples for specific grammar points/vocabulary, and also sells CDs. Likely to be of more interest for ichi-nensei.

Teaching with Music
http://eleaston.com/music.html#esl
This webpage has song lyrics and links to song samples, categorised by country, language, music type, etc. 


ESL Through Music

http://www.geocities.com/ESLmusic/
This webpage has lesson plans, suggested materials, and articles on the benefits of using music in the ESL classroom.

Isabel’s ESL Site

http://www.isabelperez.com/songs.htm
A great website, with lots of worksheets for different popular songs. Unfortunately, as it’s aimed at Spanish-speaking ESL learners, some of the worksheets aren’t suitable for Japanese students, and some are quite advanced, but easily adaptable.

English Teaching Songs

http://www.eslgames.com/teachingsongs/
Lots of cloze gap worksheets for copy and paste.
MTV Online

http://www.mtv.com/
Contains archives of music clips, pictures, videos, interviews, charts, etc.

Yahoo Music

http://launch.yahoo.com/
Contains archives of music clips, pictures, videos, interviews, charts, etc., plus Launch Radio. Videos can also be emailed to an account.

VH1
http://www.vh1.com/
Heaps of videos to choose from, they can also be emailed to an account.

Windows Media Radio Tuner

http://windowsmedia.com/radiotuner/MyRadio.asp
Search for online radio stations, by type, keyword, locations, and language (in advanced search option).

Get Lyrical

http://www.getlyrical.com/
This website allows you to search for song lyrics by artist, song, and album. Or if you can’t remember any of those, simply type in a line of the song that you remember. 

The Disney Informer

http://come.to/disneyarchive/
Heaps of information on Disney movies, including scripts, song lyrics, clipart, etc.
MULTI-MEDIA ACTIVITIES
Multi-media of course includes music, print, audio, video, internet, etc, meaning that this theme overlaps with pretty much all the others. In this section of the handout, I’ll focus on audio-visual media, not including music/the internet/print.
TV shows

This activity would take 1 – 2 classes.

ALT’s families often send “care packages” – ask your ALT to get some videos of TV shows from his/her home country. Make a worksheet with some questions about the show. Or a series of clips from TV shows could be used. Worksheets could include simple questions on what happened, choosing which character said particular quotes, what order certain scenes were in, etc. You could also have students choose their favorite character and explain why, discuss events in the show/issues raised. Or, you could stop the tape just before the end of a scene/show, and ask students to write their own ending. Try to include some activities that focus on the visual information. Otherwise, why should students bother to look at the TV?

One point to be aware of – VHS tapes made in Australia/New Zealand/the U.K. are in PAL format, not NTSC as used in Japan/Canada/the U.S.A. If you have a PAL video, it may need to be converted to NTSC before you can play it in Japan. Some international associations offer this service. On the other hand, if using DVDs, both the U.K. and Japan use Region 2, whilst the U.S.A., Australia, etc use different regions. An alternative to ALT “care packages” is to rent videos/DVDs from your local store, depending on the selection available. DVDs have the advantage that the Japanese subtitles can be turned off, if you want to make the class more challenging.

Suggested shows are cartoons, children’s shows, dramas, soaps/sitcoms, fashion shows, music chart shows, talk shows, news, etc. Some worksheets are included in the CD.
Movies

This project could take anything from 1 – 10 classes, depending on how much of the film you show, and how many activities you complete. 
It’s basically the same idea as for TV shows. However, unless you are prepared to use more than one class, you’ll only be able to watch part of the movie. 

If you want to make this a longer running project, you could watch it in several classes, doing activities between showing each segment. For example, to review vocabulary used in the film, you could play games like karuta, bingo, etc. Bingo can also be used during viewing, with students circling a word when they see/hear it. For example, if they see a cat, they should circle, or if they hear someone say “Hello”, they should circle. Students could perform short skits based on certain scenes, translate some scenes, create small posters about characters from the movie, put scenes in order, count how many times a certain person/place/activity is shown, write a short story summarising the plot of the movie, etc.

Musicals
This activity would take 1 – 6 classes. 


A musical project would include many of the same activities as the movie project. However, you could also include activities focusing on song lyrics (see the Music section for ideas), and perhaps even have students learn to sing some of the songs. One JTE I worked with taught a music course, or which a major project was the Disney musical “Beauty and the Beast”. I have included some of her worksheets on the CD. Before watching the musical, students read the Disney children’s book, played vocabulary games such as bingo, wrote their own versions of the story, and completed various worksheets. They then watched the musical over several classes, and learned some of the songs. It was a very successful project that all the students enjoyed. 

One key to its success was the fact that students specifically selected the music course, so all the class members were equally motivated and willing to be involved.
Interviews

This activity will take 1 – 2 classes. The basic idea is to show students an interview of a famous person. This could be viewed on the internet, downloaded from the internet, recorded from TV, or rented on DVD/video. Give students a worksheet which could focus on interview questions/answers, things they see in the interview, e.g. “What color was Leonardo’s shirt?”, etc. You could also have students write their own interview questions, and follow up by sending them to a fan site.
Commercials

This activity will take 1 – 5 classes, depending on which activities are carried out.

Ask a family member back home to record a selection of TV commercials, particularly those aimed at children/teenagers. Show them to students, and do similar activities to those for TV shows/movies. If you want to extend the project, follow up by having students make their own commercials. They could advertise Japanese products, foreign products, or products they invented themselves. This would probably involve one class designing the product/advertisement, one class rehearsals/recording, and one class showing the commercials to the class. 
Listening to the Radio

This activity should take one class.


Radio shows can be treated in the same way as TV shows, except that of course, you’re only focusing on audio information. You could use talk shows of all varieties, soaps/sitcoms, news, charts, commercials, etc. The advantage of radio is that it’s readily available online, making it fairly simple for ALTs to record. Doing a quick search on Google will yield internet broadcasts of radio from across the world. So, you’re not limited to the ALT’s home country, or more common countries such as the U.S.A. 
A lot of countries have English speaking radio stations, or at least English shows. Some even have shows specifically designed for the ESL listener. For example, the BBC has a short show called “Flatmates”:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/ 
The website includes archived shows, scripts, quizzes, and character profiles.
Making Radio shows

This activity will take 1 – 5 classes. 


This activity should be carried out in the same way as most of the presentation activities. In the first class, students choose a topic and write their ideas. In the second class, they complete their scripts and start rehearsing. In the third class, they should complete rehearsals and the teacher should start recording. In the fourth class, all the recordings should be completed, and in the final class students should listen to the shows. Be prepared for the writing stage to go slowly, unless you give students some prompts to help get their creative juices flowing. Brainstorming would be helpful, and example sentences on worksheets. A worksheet is included in the CD.
Trailers
This activity will take one class.


This activity will need to be carried out in the computer lab. If it’s possible, make sure that each computer has ear phones attached, to cut down on distractions. When preparing the lesson, go to www.apple.com/trailers Choose some suitable trailers, and create a worksheet for students to follow. If your computer lab has a projection system for displaying the teacher’s computer screen, you could simply have students watch that. But I think it would be far more interesting for students to work individually, at their own pace.
On the worksheet, include instructions for finding the site, followed by a set of questions. Make sure to explain which parts they should click on to navigate, etc. To make things more interesting for students, rather than having everyone go to the same trailers, give a list of trailers, from which they can choose three or four. Of course, in this case, you’ll have to make the questions less specific. Questions might include actors’/actresses’ names, date of release, genre, etc. Usually apple trailers are accompanied by a brief description, so they can get information from here if it wasn’t clear from the clip. 
Out-takes

This activity will take part of one class.


This is a great way to show students that English doesn’t have to perfect, mistakes are okay, and even native English speakers screw it up some times. Gather together a collection of out-takes, from movies or TV shows, and show them to students as a warm-up or filler activity. If you want to make it more of any “activity” you could write out the lines, and have students circle where the mistakes were made.
Music videos

This activity will take one class or less.


In general, this activity works the same way as for the movie/TV show activities. Basically, a worksheet based on the video clips. However, this can also be done online, in a similar way to the trailers activity. Try Yahoo, or MTV for videos: 

http://launch.yahoo.com/

http://www.mtv.com/
PowerPoint

PowerPoint is great way to jazz up quizzes and presentations. Students get a kick out of seeing letters whiz and twirl around the screen. You can incorporate pictures, video, and audio clips, which can be a lot quicker than fiddling around with a TV, VCR, and CD player whilst passing around pictures. The projector screen is also much larger than a TV, so students at the back will have a better view. Having quiz questions/multiple choice answers on a screen also makes it easier for students than just listening to the Q&A. Playing well known TV quiz games, like “Who wants to be a Millionaire?” will be more fun if you have the correct background. A template is included in the CD.
INTERNET ACTIVITIES

Internet activities have been among the most popular I have done, and can be very successful. 
However, to make sure they are a success, always do the following: 
1) Always try the activity yourself to make sure all the links etc are still active (preferably on the computers your students will be using). 
2) Always check the software situation with the computer teacher before classes – many online activities require Java to be enabled, or need Flash, Real Player, etc. 
3) Where possible, try to include the icons, etc that your students must use, when making your worksheets. For example, 
1) Click on “NASA Kids Home”




Finally, always have back-up activities for the keen students who finish super-early. Putting a few links to ESL quiz sites at the end of the worksheet will allow the students to continue enjoying the net (in English) independently while waiting for the rest of the class to finish.
Making web pages

This project will take 3 – 5 classes to complete. 

In the first class, students should choose the topic of their homepage, and write any ideas they have. A brainstorming session at the beginning of the class might help stimulate their imagination. In the second class, they should gather together there ideas to write a “script” for their webpage. They should also decide if they would like to upload any pictures. If so they should make a note to bring them to the next class. The teacher should collect and check the scripts before the next class. 

In the third class, students will go to the computer lab. The first step is to get a Yahoo address. One of the main problems with this is that students often choose addresses that are already taken. Encourage students to add numbers to their chosen name, for example, adding their class number. Trying to get the ID holly1978 is much more likely to be successful than trying to get the ID holly. IF your lab has a projector which can display the teacher’s screen, guide the students through the process as a class to simplify things. Otherwise, prepare a simple worksheet, preferably bilingual, to assist them. Make sure that all students enter the same security details: date of birth (use the teacher’s), and password. This way, you won’t have any problems with forgotten passwords.
After students have gotten their addresses, they can go to www.geocities.com and follow the instructions on their worksheets. ***WARNING! You must have Java enabled on the computers in order for the web building software to work. Check this with the computer teacher well before class.*** Most students should be able to finish their web pages in one class, assuming they quickly got their address. If not, they can continue the next week. 
Before the final class, view all the websites, and create a quiz, either on paper or online. This way students can look at all the websites. A worksheet is included in the CD.
Web Quests/worksheets
Web Quests and web worksheets are basically the same idea – students navigate one or more sites to find the information to answer their questions. The difference is that in a web quest, the instructions are online – students don’t get a worksheet. Instead, you will have built your own online quiz, with links to the relevant sites. 
This has the advantage of making the whole activity internet based, and once you’ve built the site, you can potentially use it for many different students. The downside is that you have to take the time to build it. But, if you use a site like Geocities, with very simple tools for web page building, it really isn’t that difficult or time consuming. One point to remember – make sure that any links students need to go to pop up in a different window. Otherwise, if they have to leave the main web quest page to answer the questions, they may not be able to find their way back to continue it.
Some Web Quest/worksheet ideas:

· Travel sites

· Children’s science sites

· ESL sites

· News sites

· Music sites

· TV sites – channels/shows

· Movie sites – trailers, reviews, IMDB

· Famous people – actors, singers, sports stars, TV personalities

· Countries

· Japan National Tourist Organisation

· Shopping in English – Amazon, FBC
· Fashion

· Cartoons

· Characters

· Blogs

· School websites

· British Council (Bilingual pop culture)

Sample worksheets included in the CD:

· Internet Movie Database (IMDB)

· Lonely Planet

· Eric Conveys Emotion

· Daily Photo Projects/Food on the Net

· Making Funny Faces

· NASA Kids Website
ESL Websites

Introducing ESL websites can benefit students long after the class has finished. Students who are genuinely interested in learning English will have the tools to practice English independently, at the click of a mouse button. This can help make up for the lack of contact with English speakers, particularly in the inaka. For any web quest worksheets that you make, I’d suggest listing a few ESL quiz site addresses at the end, for those who finish the exercise early, or just happen to be interested.
Suggested sites:

http://www.eslcafe.com/

Dave’s ESL Cafe
For quizzes, etc.
http://iteslj.org/links/ESL/Bilingual/Japanese_English/
Links to bilingual ESL sites.
http://a4esl.org/

Activities for ESL Students
Puzzles, quizzes, etc.

http://www.manythings.org/

Many Things
Games, songs, quizzes, puzzles, and more.
http://genkienglish.net/kawaii.swf
Genki English interactive children’s site
Probably more fun for ichi/ni-nensei, plenty of games, etc.
http://www.esl-lab.com/

Randall’s ESL Cyber Listening Lab
Lots of realistic listening exercises, for a variety of levels, with quizzes.

http://patsula.com/esltown/

ESL Town

Lots of interactive games/puzzles, etc.
E mail
This project could be a one-class activity, or an ongoing project for an entire semester/school year.

Students love sending email! I still get email from students who graduated three years ago. There are several different ways to manage an email project:

· Start an exchange project with a school overseas ( could be with native English speaking students, or students who are also studying English.

· Start an exchange project with a school within Sendai ( could be another JHS, or an international school.

· Find individual e-pals through a website.

· Find sympathetic fellow ALTs willing to be e-pals ( this works really well with 3 grade students if you can have them e-mail the ALT who will most likely be teaching them when they graduate.

· Have students email the ALT/JTE ( easy to set up, but you’ll have a lot of mails to answer.

· Have students email each other.

Again, as with the other internet activities, make sure to prepare a comprehensive worksheet explaining how to email in English. In the CD, you’ll find some useful materials prepared by one of my JTEs. You might want students to write their emails on paper and have them checked before they type them up. I’ve also included the British Council’s Handbook on School Links in the CD.
Once students get the hang of emailing, you might want to introduce common abbreviations used, like LOL, TTYL, TC, etc, and Western emot-icons, which are completely different to Japanese ones – e.g. :-D    >:-(  etc. In the CD, I’ve included a worksheet on abbreviations and emot-icons typically used in text messages (ketai email).
Instant Messenger
Following on from email, you could teach students about MSN or Yahoo Messenger, so they can enjoy interacting in real time. Make sure the school network doesn’t block IM. 

USEFUL WEBSITES FOR MULTI-MEDIA/INTERNET ACTIVITIES

For learning how to prepare multi-media lessons:

Powerpoint
http://www.actden.com/pp/  If you've never used PowerPoint, or have just forgotten how to do some things, this site will quickly bring you up to speed. Built with the teacher in mind, this site will show you all you need to know to get rolling.
Software Tutorials
http://www.actden.com/ Great site for Teachers offering tutorials on FrontPage2000, Office2000, Internet Explorer, PowerPoint, Outlook Express

More Tutorials
http://www.electricteacher.com/ This site offers tutorials on several software products and a broad range of lessons and activities that can be used in the classroom.

Weather:

Joint Typhoon Warning Center (Pacific Region)

http://www.npmoc.navy.mil/jtwc.html
Weather.com (Atlantic Region)
http://www.weather.com/
National Hurricane Center

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/index.shtml
Sports:

FIFA Soccer 

http://fifaworldcup.yahoo.com/en/
Major League Baseball Official Site
http://mlb.mlb.com/NASApp/mlb/index.jsp
American League & National League Team Links
http://coachnick0.tripod.com/bbd/id32.html
Baseball Almanac
http://www.baseball-almanac.com/ - Everything you ever wanted to know about baseball.

Japan Baseball Guide
http://www.japanball.com/ - Learn about the teams in Japan's Central and Pacific Leagues.

Japanese Baseball Stats
http://www.japanesebaseball.com/index.jsp - find stats on your students' favorite players.

NBA - http://www.nba.com/ - find stats, news, and video clips on your students' favorite teams and players.
Activity Ideas:

Genki English!
http://genkienglish.net 
Many games and activities, along with good explanations on how to use them.
Three Wise Monkeys
http://www.edochan.com/teaching/monkeys.htm
Constructed by teachers in the Tochigi Prefecture. Lots of ideas and downloadagle materials.

WebCam Central

http://www.camcentral.com/
Webcams from all over the world, including Japan. Get your students to check out different cities in Japan and overseas.
Hot Potatoes

http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/halfbaked/
Download “Hot Potatoes” to create your own online games.  

Multi-media CALL Lessons
http://academics.smcvt.edu/cbauer-ramazani/multimediaCALLlessons.htm
Heaps of EFL lessons using computers! 

PRESENTATION/DRAMA ACTIVITIES

I’ve done a lot of presentation activities with students, and whilst they can be time-consuming, students have really enjoyed them and been proud of their performances. The most common problems with presentation activities are “lack of imagination” and shyness. 

I’m not sure that students in Japan really have less imagination than students of any other country. But it’s probably true that imagination is not utilised so often in the classroom. So, at first students might struggle to write scripts, and may panic when faced with a blank sheet of paper. 


To combat this, I’d suggest brainstorming, before you have even explained the project. For example, show the class/each group a picture, and have them run to the board and write down any words they can think of associated with the pictures. A competitive race like this really warms them up, and generates a surprisingly big list of words. You could also do this by starting with a word, rather than a picture, such as “summer vacation”. 
Once the game is finished, explain to students that they will be giving presentations on this topic. Hopefully, the huge list or words associated with the topic will give them somewhere to start. You can also do this after the presentation has been introduced and explained, although by defining the activity, you may have narrowed down students’ vision to a specific focus, leading to less free thinking.
As for shyness, again, I’m not sure that Japanese students are really any different to other students. I think the issue in many cases is not shyness, but fear of failure. It’s pretty embarrassing to screw up your lines in front of your classmates. That’s why for some classes, I have students perform to a video camera in a separate room. The advantage of this is that no-one is watching, apart from the teacher, and if students make mistakes, they can start again, or the mistakes can be cut from the final edit. The downside is that this takes more class time – for recording and then showing the tape (of course, you might need less rehearsal time if students aren’t worried about mistakes), and the excitement of live entertainment is lost a bit.

Alternatively, if it really is shyness, rather than fear of failure that is the problem, students can always “perform” without being seen. Puppet shows give students the chance to “act”, but still be hidden, as do radio shows, which again, can be edited. But, perhaps the most important thing to emphasise to all students, is that performances don’t have to be perfect! It’s the effort that counts, and they should be having fun…
TV News
This activity will take 3 – 5 classes to complete.

For the first class, prepare a serious of color photographs as prompts. Start the lesson with a brainstorming session. Students should make small groups. Give each group a different picture. Divide the blackboard into several columns, one for each team, and give each team a piece of chalk. When you shout, “Start!” the first member of each team should run to the blackboard and write a word associated with their picture. They then run back to their team, and the next member comes up and writes another word. This continues until the time limit is up, usually after 3 minutes or so. At the end of the activity, each group should have a long list of words associated with their picture. For example, beach, sand, sea, sunny, sky, blue, summer, umbrella, water, holiday, Okinawa, etc. You may want to demonstrate the activity first, with your own picture.

Once this activity has been completed, explain to students that they are going to present a news report about their picture. Give them a worksheet explaining the activity. You should include an example script, and some sample phrases, such as “Welcome to the Nine O’clock News.” “This is Takahiro Kobayashi reporting for NHK Today.”, etc. Also include a box for copying down their brainstorming words from the board. Making dictionaries available is also helpful. Students should spend the rest of the class trying to write a script, and thinking about what props they will need.

In the second class, students should complete their scripts, and have them checked for mistakes by the teacher. They should also make a list of what props they will need for their report. Once their script has been checked, they can practice their news report. Students should try to memorise their lines. Don’t be surprised if students need a full lesson for rehearsing and memorising their lines.

In the third/fourth class, students should rehearse and then perform their news reports in front of a video camera. This usually works best if each group can be taken to another room for filming, set up with a news desk, etc. If the class isn’t too big, all the reports could be filmed in one lesson. Before the final lesson, edit the video footage to make one tape. Show the reports to students in the final lesson. You can have students answer some questions about the reports afterwards, evaluate their own performances, choose the best report, etc. A worksheet is included in the CD.
Drama

Again, this activity will take 3 – 5 classes to complete.


You can follow the same procedure as for the news reports, giving pictures as prompts, brainstorming words, and then writing a script as a group. Other alternatives could be to give students a topic for their drama, such as “Going to America”, “Summer Vacation”, “Scary Monsters”, “Valentine’s Day”, etc. Or, have students perform a familiar story, such as Momotaro, the Lion King, etc. In this case, try to find a children’s story book for students to base their script on. Most large book stores have a selection of Disney books in English available. If you only have a few lessons to spare, using a familiar story cuts down on script writing time. 
You can either have students perform in front of the class, or video tape them, then show the finished video at the next class. Taping and editing performances takes longer, but has the advantage that mistakes can be edited out, and students are usually less nervous performing in front of a camera, than in front of their peers. A worksheet is included in the CD.
Puppet Shows

Puppet shows can be a good alternative for really shy students who aren’t happy performing. They can still follow the same format as a regular drama, but hide behind the puppets. This option works much better with video taping, unless you’re willing to build a puppet stage!
School Video

This project will take 3 – 5 classes to complete.

Students work together to make a video introducing their school. This could be incorporated into an exchange project with another school, or used to welcome a new ALT, etc. This project can be a lot of work for the ALT/JTE (editing the video), and will probably take several classes to complete.

For the first class, prepare a worksheet with a list of topics, such as school clubs, sports, school history, teachers, homeroom class, school tour, etc. Have students choose a topic and write some ideas down. If students choose a topic such as school clubs, try to have them write about their own club, rather than just write a list of all the clubs (makes for a more interesting video!) It might help if you prepare some flashcards for the blackboard, with useful adjectives, such as fun, interesting, difficult, etc. It’s also helpful to include some example sentences on the worksheet, to get students started with the script writing. Make sure to have dictionaries available as well. Be warned that simply choosing the topic can be time consuming. By the end of the class, students should hand in a rough script.
Before the next class, the teacher should review the scripts, correcting grammar, and adding comments/questions to help students expand their scripts. For example, “Why do you like track and field club?” “Who is your favorite teacher?” “What is your best memory of your homeroom?” In the second class, students should look through their corrected scripts and try to expand on them. The ALT/JTE can check the additions during the class. If the video is to be sent to the incoming ALT, students might want to include some questions for the ALT, or welcome messages. Once students have finished their script, they should start practicing. 
In the third class, students can perform their speeches in front of the video camera. This is best done in a separate room, to cut down on nerves and noise. If there are a lot of students, it might take two classes to complete the recording. If you have time to take some footage of club activities, lunch time, between classes, etc, you can add this to the video to liven things up a bit. The edited tape can be shown to students in the final class. A worksheet is included in the CD.
Miyagi Tour Guides

This project will take 4 – 5 classes to complete.

In this project, students prepare presentations about Miyagi tourist attractions. (Of course it doesn’t have to be limited to Miyagi, it could be Tohoku, Japan, etc.) Before the class, try to find some English tourism pamphlets/maps. In the first class, put up a large tourist map of Miyagi, for students to look at. Hopefully they will be able to find somewhere on the map that they would like to present about. At the beginning of class, explain that in Miyagi, there are many beautiful places to visit, and interesting things to do. Tell the students that you want them to make a short presentation, promoting Miyagi to foreign tourists. Explain that students should choose a town, region, craft, food, festival or activity to promote.

From this point on, there are several different ways to do this. One is to have students make groups, with each group choosing a more general topic, such as a region or town. Each member could then be responsible for researching something more specific about the chosen topic. For example, for the topic Sendai, members might research famous foods (gyutan), famous people (Date Masamune), attractions (Sendai Castle, museums, etc), activities (shopping), etc. For the topic of Miyagi crafts, they might research kokeshi, etc. Each member would prepare a short speech, preferably with some pictures or objects to show while speaking. Alternatively, instead of props, each member could contribute to a group poster referred to during the speeches.

This activity could also be done as an individual activity, with each student choosing their own topic and writing a short speech. One advantage of an individual activity is that it is probably faster – students don’t have to agree on topics, and organise their groups, etc. This may be better for classes in which students have problems making groups. On the other hand, presenting individually is a lot more pressure!


Regardless of the format, for the first class, prepare a worksheet explaining the project, with some example sentences, to help students get started. Include the time schedule in the worksheet, e.g. Week one: research topic; week two, research/write speech; week three, rehearse topic/some presentations; week four: presentations. Gathering some tourist pamphlets for the first class (English or Japanese) would speed things along a bit, rather than students wading through the library. Of course, they’ll probably choose a topic they know something about, but better safe than sorry. If they use English pamphlets, make sure they use simple language in their speeches, rather than copying the tourism prose.


Collect the students’ worksheets at the end of class and correct any mistakes/make comments on their work. In the second class, students should use the information gathered to write their speech. Collect the speeches and correct any mistakes to save on embarrassment when they perform. In the third class, students should rehearse their speeches. If any students are ready, you could start having performances towards the end of the class. The rest can be carried out in the fourth class. One problem you might face is students rehearsing/chatting while other students are presenting, which is pretty off-putting for the kids! To prevent this, when you review the scripts, make a worksheet with questions about each speech for students to answer while they are listening.
Poster presentations

This project will take 3 – 5 classes to complete.


Poster presentations can be done in a variety of ways. You can assign students a specific topic (such as the Miyagi Tour Guides above), or let them choose whatever they like. Suggested topics: sports, movie stars/singers, countries, hobbies, music, languages, movies, books, characters, TV shows, etc. In the first class, students should make groups and decide on their topic. Give each student a worksheet explaining the project, including the timeline: week one: choose topic/start research; week two, complete research; week three, make posters; week four, write short speeches/rehearse speeches; week five perform poster presentations. 

Be warned that students can sometimes be very slow at researching. If you think this might be a problem, you can get around it by assigning a limited number of topics, and doing the basic research yourself (like today’s demonstration). For example, in the first class, you could ask students to choose one of several characters, or one of several sports, etc. They should write down all the information they can think of about their topic. Then, before the next class, research the characters/sports/etc. that they chose. Prepare a Read and Run game using the information they need. In this way, students are still “finding” the information, not simply copying it from a worksheet to a poster. But you’ll save wasted class time. Alternatively, speak to the librarian before the class, and gather together books on the relevant topics, so students will have the information at their fingertips, rather than spending 30 minutes wading through the shelves and being tempted by manga.
Role plays

This activity will take 1 – 2 classes.

Prepare one or more dialogue worksheets. For example, fast food, at a restaurant, shopping, telephone calls, going to the cinema, summer vacation, Christmas time, Valentine’s Day, etc. For a simple dialogue, underline various parts which students should change to individualise their role plays. To make things more interesting/complicated, you could combine the underlining with a flowchart format, to cut down on the number of similar performances. After preparing their scripts, students should practice, and then perform in front of the class. It helps to have some props on hand, such as wigs, menus, tickets, Valentines cards, etc. If there are a lot of students, you may need a second class to complete all the performances. Several role plays are included in the CD.
INTERNATIONAL/CULTURAL STUDIES

World Music

Prepare a CD with a selection of music samples from different countries around the world (English speaking, non-English speaking, vocal, instrumental, etc). Also prepare color flags from each country for displaying on the blackboard. Start by showing the flags and having students guess which country is flag represents. You can include this on their worksheet. Then, play the CD, and have students guess which country each song sample comes from.
International Exploration

This project would take 3 – 5 classes to complete. 

Part of the project was demonstrated in today’s workshop. The basic idea is to follow the schedule for poster presentations described above in the Presentations section. Students would choose a country, research various facts, create a posters, and either give a presentation,  or complete a read and run activity based on all the posters. This activity could be combined with the Lonely Planet Web Quest included on the CD. In this case, the topics might be changed slightly, to more of a tourism point of view. For example, the “famous people” section would have to be left out. A worksheet for International Exploration is included in the CD.
Plan a Vacation

This activity will take 2 – 3 classes. 


Gather together enough tourism brochures for all the students. After looking at the brochures, students have to plan their vacation. You could have brochures sent from home, or simply download information from the internet.. Or if you don’t want to focus on overseas, use English pamphlets for Japan. Tailor the students’ worksheets to the type of brochures provided – e.g. currency, method of transport, etc. 


In the first class, students should decide on their plans and fill in the table on their worksheets. After this, they should write a short speech about their plans. In the second class, they should rehearse their speech, and perhaps some students can present their speeches. Students should listen to each other’s speeches and fill in the listening sheet. You could have students vote on the most interesting/most relaxing/craziest holiday, etc. A worksheet is included in the CD.
Overseas Travel simulations

This activity would take 1 – 10 classes, depending on the number of activities involved. 


This could be combined with the “Plan a Vacation” activity. In this project, students role play and carry out activities they would have to do on an overseas trip. You could start by planning the vacation, then have students make passports/embarkation cards (you could stamp the passports each time they complete an activity).


Topics could include airplane travel, arrival at customs, reserving a hotel, eating out, public transport, sightseeing, getting lost, buying tickets, shopping for souvenirs, sending postcards. You could incorporate roleplays, quizzes, boardgames, webquests, showing videos, audio clips, etc. The more realistic the better – take advantage of your family back home, and have them mail you some stuff. Use real menus/containers from McDonalds, subway tickets, tourist maps of the area; photocopy your embarkation card, and have students fill them in. If your family are feeling really generous, they might even send you some postcardsof famous landmarks/one cent stamps, for students to write “on their trip”. Some sample worksheets are included in the CD.
Foreign TV

These activities were described in details in the Multi-media section of the handout.
Exchange activities

This project could take anything from several classes to an entire school year, depending on how involved the exchange is.


There’s nothing like friendship with a genuine English speaker to motivate your students. Exchange activities could be carried out at all levels – e-pals for individual students, video exchanges with a school, pen pals, multi-media presentions by e-link with a school, sending “care packages”, etc. You can find a lot of information on setting up and maintaining a school link in the British Council’s UK-Japan School Links Handbook, included in the CD. 


Email projects are possibly the easiest option to begin with, as the set up isn’t so difficult and responses are usually faster. See the Internet Activities section for more information, and the handouts in the CD.
Cooking

This activity could take one class per cooking session, or be a continuing project in the case of a cook book.


Students love cooking and eating foreign food. And it’s fun for you too! There are a variety of ways to use cooking. Students could search for English recipes on the internet, and then choose one per group, or vote as a class on which recipe to make. Another alternative is for students to bring in recipes in Japanese, translate them into English, and then prepare some of them (will take at least two classes). A third option is to cook something seasonal, like Christmas cookies, pumpkin pie, etc.

To make this an extended project incorporating international exchange, have students prepare an “International Cookbook”. In te first lesson, explain to students that they are going to write to ALTs in Miyagi (or to other foreigners you are friends with), and ask them to send a recipe from their home country, or another country. 
When you have received enough recipes to make a cookbook, divide the recipes up among students, who should rewite and decorate them. You could also have students organise the recipes according to type, e.g. starters, desserts, etc, or by region, e.g. Asia, Africa, etc. Then they should prepare an index, a Japanese/English glossary for the back of the the book, measurement conversion tables, a world map with the countries marked on, and perhaps a brief paragraph about the country/student/contributor of each recipe.
Students could also vote on which recipes to cook, and include pictures of the cooking class and finished product in the cook book. To take the “exchange” a step further, if school funds allow, have enough copies printed so there is a book for each student and contributor. Students can then write thank you letters to the ALTs, and the ALTs will have a great cookbook as a souvenir.
Foreign festivals/seasonal activities

Students love learning about foreign holidays, festivals etc. Even Western holidays celebrated in Japan, such as Valentine’s Day, are very different overseas. Most students are really surprised to hear that women get presents on Valentine’s Day in other countries.

At the simplest level, you could simply teach students about a particular celebration, and then do a quiz, play bingo, or complete a worksheet, etc. You could also try doing activities that you would do at home for the celebration, such as bobbing for apples, making pancakes, decorating a tree, etc. And of course, you could incorporate multi-media activities. For example, watch The Grinch, or send a letter to Santa, sing Christmas carols, etc. Check out the Earth Calendar and the Multi Cultural Calendar, listed below. There are several seasonal worksheets included in the CD.
Crafts

Students also love crafts! Let them make Valentine’s cards, an Advent Calendar, dye Easter eggs, bash a piñata, etc. Crafts don’t have to be seasonal either. Students could try crafts from a particular country/region. Or they could compare Japanese pottery to Dutch pottery, etc. Check out: 

http://www.homeschoolzone.com/pp/holiday.htm

http://h10025.www1.hp.com/ewfrf/wc/activityCenterHome?lc=en&cc=us
School life

This activity could take 1 – several classes.

For this activity, have students compare their school lives to students in other countries. This could be done in a number of ways. For example, you could prepare a quiz, read and run game, etc on a specific country, so students gather the information. Alternatively you could make this a research project, like a poster presentation, a web quest, etc. You could have students talk about school rules, and compare them to rules from your school days, or fashion, clubs, hobbies, etc. Or you could turn this into more of a “global issues” project, having students compare their lives with students in rich countries, vs. developing countries, etc. There is an example worksheet of high school life in the U.K. included in the CD.
Global Issues

Global issues can be tacked in the JHS classroom if you avoid complicated activities. One good example of an activity is the famous “Global Village” puzzle, included in the CD. This uses simple vocabulary, and can make a fun betting game for students, but still set them thinking about how unfairly resources are shared in the world. 

Global issues can be studied through games as simple as bingo – for example, a question bingo, “Do you recycle cans?”, etc. Check out AJET’s Global SIG for activities aimed specifically at Japanese students: 

http://www.geocities.com/green_in_japan/english.html
USEFUL INTERNET LINKS FOR CULTURAL/GLOBAL STUDIES
Festivals/Holidays:

Earth Calendar

http://www.earthcalendar.net/index.php – listings of holidays and celebrations around the world.

Multi Cultural Calendar
http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/MCC/ – listings of holidays and celebrations around the world.

Maps:

Free blank outline maps of countries and continents

http://geography.about.com/library/blank/blxindex.htm

Interactive Map of Japan 

http://www.jnto.go.jp/mapindex/E/mapindex.html
World Timezone Map
http://www.worldtimezone.com/datetime.htm  (Also shows current night and day regions of the Earth. Pretty cool.)
Global issues:

IATEFL – UK Global Issues SIG
www.iatefl-gisig.org
JALT – Global issues in Language Education Newsletter

www.jalt.org/global
United Nations Cyber School Bus
http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus
National Geographic of Teachers
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/education
READING/WRITING ACTIVITIES

Cartoons

Prepare some cartoon strips (either from your home country, or use manga), and blank out the words. Students have to write their own stories! Or give them a series of words/pictures, and have them draw/write their won cartoons. You might want to start this activity with some brainstorming to get their imaginations going. This could even be done as a two or three class project, starting with fill in the blanks, and moving on to writing their own original cartoons.
Madlibs

You can find heaps of madlibs on the internet. Students fill in a series of words on a worksheet, for example, a food, then a color, an animal, etc. When they finish this, give them the story worksheet. Students should fill their words in at the appropriate places. This usually results in very strange entertaining stories that give them a good laugh!
Poetry

At first, poetry might sound an impossible task for JHS students with basic English skills, but it doesn’t have to be. Poetry can be as simple as writing a list of “Things That Make me Happy”. Again, brainstorming really helps students think freely, and dictionaries can help them to express themselves. Providing poem worksheets with a set pattern for them to follow can also help. There are several poetry worksheets included in the CD.
Consequences

Many of us will have played this game as children: You write a sentence, fold the paper over to hide it, and pass it to the person beside you, who adds another sentence. This continues around the circle, usually until the paper makes it back to the start. You then open the paper and read aloud the no doubt strange story inside.


This can work well with students, though it’s best to simplify things a bit, but giving them a set structure for the sentences, e.g. First sentence: girl’s name and adjective; Second sentence, etc. There is a worksheet included in the CD. Students should make groups, and each student gets a piece of paper. After writing their sentence according to the formula, they fold over their paper and pass it clockwise. Each student then writes a second sentence, hides it, and passes the paper, etc. This continues until the sentences are finished. Students then open the papers and read them to the group. Finally, each student writes a “neat copy” of the story they are holding.
Picture stories

In this activity, students write a story based on a picture or set of pictures. There are several ways to do this. You could give all students a worksheet with the same pictures, and have tem write individually. Or you could have them write a story based on one picture on the black board. Or have students write a chain-story in a group. Each student gets a picture, and writes a few sentences about their picture. The pictures are then passed clockwise, and the papers anti-clockwise, so each student gets a new paper and new picture. Continue until the pictures/papers are back to the start. Then have students read the stories to the group/class.
Newspapers

Newspapers can be used for heaps of activities: you can make worksheets about the weather, news stories, TV sections, horoscopes, sports pages, adverts, etc. For example, have students plan their weekend schedule based on the TV/weather, write a letter to an Agony Aunt, or complete a read and run exercise. Beyond reading the newspaper, you can also have students make their own newspapers. Each group could be responsible for one section of the paper. Or each group could make their own paper, although this would take quite a lot of classes. 
Posters

This activity has been described in detail in the Presentations section.
Restaurant Reviews

Have students write about their favorite local restaurant. Prepare a worksheet, with example sentences and useful words. Each teacher should also prepare an example review for their favorite restaurant. At the end of the class, collect the reviews and make any corrections. At the next class, students should make a decorated copy for display. If possible, prepare a town map, marking the restaurants, and arrange students’ reviews around the map on the notice board. 

Restaurant Menus

This could be a follow-up activity to the reviews. This will require a little more work on your part. Prepare a letter in Japanese, to send to the restaurants reviewed, explaining that your students are doing an English writing project, focusing on local restaurants. Enclose a copy of the student’s review for each restaurant, and ask if they would be willing to lend/give a menu to you for the students to translate. If you’re lucky, they’ll be happy to send you one.

Then, in class, have students translate and decorate the menu. Obviously, they won’t be able to find translations in most regular dictionaries, so it would be helpful to prepare a worksheet of useful words. A really useful resource would be the Lonely Planet Food Guide: Japan. If you happen to have a copy, it contains a great food dictionary. Once the students complete their menus, have them color-copied and laminated, then send the copies to the restaurants as a thank you. Maybe you’ll even get to use one of your students; menus next time you eat out.

Book Reviews
Have students write brief reviews of books they’ve read recently, or their favorite book, etc. You could even have them read a simple English story book and write a review on that. Provide a worksheet with example reviews, useful sentences, etc. Collect all the reviews, correct any mistakes, and have students write a neat, decorated copy in the next class. Then, copy each review and gather the reviews together to make a book review collection. If the department isn’t worried about paper/copying costs, make a copy for each student to get. Also put a copy in the library, so the recommendations could be shared with all students. This would be really great in the case of English books reviewed – maybe the review collection would encourage other students to try and read in English.
Journal Writing

Journals give students a chance to really express themselves and write about what matters to them. One big advantage is that they can be very open ended – there are no right or wrong answers, so students can write according to their own level. The longer students continue keeping their journals, the more they will begin to express themselves and improve at communicating their ideas in English.


You could simply ask students to buy a notebook and keep a short diary, or to write about their week in their journal during a set time every elective class. If you think students need more structure, give suggested topics for their journals, such as clubs, free time, school, what TV shows they watched, what was good about their week, what was boring, etc. You could even prepare a simple “Weekly Journal” or “Monthly Journal” paper for them to fill in. There are some example journal sheets included in the CD. 
Writing to other people

This activity was partly covered when talking about e-pal projects in the Internet and International sections. However, writing doesn’t have to be part of an exchange project. 

Students could write to the ALT, though it may mean you have a lot of letters to answer! If you will have a new ALT coming soon, have students write welcome letters introducing themselves. Have students send you Christmas/New Year cards. 
One Sendai ALT actually had his students send Christmas cards to friends and family back in his home country (who were warned in advance and were willing to send cards in return). Students wrote short introductions, asked a few questions, made the cards, and also included a photo of themselves. Finally, they had to address the envelopes. Not only was it fun to make the cards, but when the replies came back, they were really excited.

On UNESCO World Teachers’ Day (October 5th), have students write letters or prepare cards for their homeroom teachers. Or, at the end of the school year, have them write thank you letters. Or, on Valentine’s Day, have an anonymous Valentine’s post-box, if your school is willing, in which they can put cards for each other, which you will deliver to the homeroom classes. 
Reading classes

If your school library or English department has any simple English books (or are willing to buy some), set up an English corner, and have students select a book to read, either in class, or for homework. There are a lot of great, easy, but interesting and enjoyable books out there, such as Penguin readers, Oxford, etc. These are graded by level, so you can ensure that they are suitable for your students. 

Don’t neglect magazines as well, such as Teen Vogue, and Cosmo Girl. Female students may be really interested to learn about foreign teenagers’ lives, fashions, etc. The downside to magazines is that they are aimed at native speakers, so the English level is likely to be much higher. However, magazines could be used in a structured comprehension activity in class, rather than as part of an extensive reading program. 
SAMPLE CURRICULA

The curricula listed on the following pages are exactly what the title says, samples! They are included as examples to help you design your own curricula, giving an idea of the timeline for different projects and how the curricula might be used to achieve specific aims There are many activities described in this handout which haven’t been included in the curricula, and no doubt many ideas/themes you yourself have that would make a great elective course.

MUSIC COURSES
Music Course A – General Music (12 weeks):

Class 1: Introduction to music (Music basket, Musical Introductions, Circle It).

Class 2: World Music

Class 3: Picture Karuta/Song Bingo

Class 4: Lyrics Scramble

Class 5: Let’s Sing a Song!

Class 6: Rock Star Role play – Discussion and Writing

Class 7: Rock Star Role play – Interviews

Class 8: Music videos

Class 8: Top of the Pops (UK TV Chart Show)/BBC Radio 1 Top 40

Class 9: Cloze Gap/Choose the correct word song listening

Class 10: I Spy/Poetry from music

Class 11: Online Karaoke

Class 12: Let’s Sing a Song!

Music Course B – General Music (12 weeks):

Class 1: Introduction to music (Music puzzles, Music in Motion, Drawing Pictures).

Class 2: Song Bingo/Picture Vocabulary

Class 3: Line Up/Singer Interview video

Class 4: Music Scavenger Hunt

Class 5: Wrong Lyrics

Class 6: Let’s Sing a Song!

Class 7: Lyrics Karuta!

Class 8: Arrange the Pictures/Emotional Vocabulary

Class 8: Read and Run

Class 9: Song writing class!

Class 10: Let’s sing our song!

Class 11: See Saw/Descriptive Music

Class 12: Let’s Dance!

Music Course C – General Music (24 weeks): Course A + Course B

Music Course D – Musicals (12 weeks)

Class 1: Introduction to Musicals (Bingo, quizzes, etc)

Class 2: Introduction to Musical (Beauty and the Beast)

Class 3: Reading the Story – Part 1 (Bingo, etc), and Song Bingo
Class 4: Reading the Story – Part 2 (Bingo, etc), and Song karuta
Class 5: About the story – Students write their own version, plus Song cloze gap
Class 6: About the characters (Games, etc), plus Line Up
Class 7: Let’s Sing a Song!

Class 8: Let’s Watch the Movie! – Part 1 (With quizzes, listening bingo, etc)

Class 9: Let’s Watch the Movie! – Part 2 (With quizzes, listening bingo, etc)

Class 10: Let’s Make our Own Musical! – Students write short skits/songs
Class 11: Students perform skits/songs and record them.

Class 12: Let’s Watch Our Own Musical!
MULTI-MEDIA COURSES
Multi-media Course A – General (12 weeks):

Class 1: Let’s watch a TV show (Word Bingo/Arrange the scenes in order/Quiz)

Class 2: Watching Trailers (Web quest)

Class 3: Listening to the Radio

Class 4: Let’s Make a Radio Show! (Introduction)

Class 5: Let’s Make a Radio Show! (Script writing/rehearsal)

Class 6: Let’s Make a Radio Show! (Rehearsal/recording)

Class 7: Let’s Make a Radio Show! (Recording/Puzzles)

Class 8: Let’s Make a Radio Show! (Listening to shows/Quiz)

Class 9: Watching Commercials 

Class 10: Radio Music Charts/Musical Picture karuta
Class 11: Who Wants to Be A Millionaire?

Class 12: Let’s Watch a TV show

Multi-media Course B – Movies (12 weeks):

Class 1: Out-takes/Listening to music (Movie Soundtracks - Choose the correct picture)

Class 2: Celebrity Interviews/Trailers

Class 3: Movie Puzzles/Movie Role play

Class 4: Let’s Watch a Movie – Preparation class (Vocabulary games and Arranging the plot, etc)

Class 5: Let’s Watch a Movie – Viewing (Word/picture bingo, Quiz)

Class 6: Let’s Watch a Movie – Viewing (Character Activities)

Class 7: Let’s Watch a Movie – Writing a Movie Review

Class 8: Movie Reporters (Skits)

Class 9: Internet Movie Database (Web quest)

Class 10: Let’s Watch a Movie 2 – Preparation class (Vocabulary games and Arranging the plot, etc)

Class 11: Let’s Watch a Movie – Viewing (Word/picture bingo, Quiz)

Class 12: Let’s Watch a Movie – Viewing (Character Activities)

Multi-media Course C – TV/Radio (12 weeks):

Class 1: All about Media – Introduction to different shows (Vocabulary, Bingo, Interview Games, etc)

Class 2: Cartoons 

Class 3: Children’s Dramas 

Class 4: Talent Shows

Class 5: Quiz Shows

Class 6: Talk Shows

Class 7: Comedies

Class 8: News

Class 9: Music Shows

Class 10: Drama

Class 11: Documentaries

Class 12: Commercials
(Each week students would watch/listen to a different genre of show, and complete different games, quizzes, etc.)

Multi-media Course D – TV/Radio/Cinema (24 weeks): Course C + Course B
INTERNET COURSES

Internet Course A (12 weeks):

Class 1: Introduction to the Internet in English (Vocabulary games/getting an email address)

Class 2: Let’s email our ALT!

Class 3: Web Quest 1 – Harry Potter

Class 4: Web Quest 2 – Online puzzles

Class 5: Web Quest 3 – NASA Kids (Part 1)

Class 6: Web Quest 3 – NASA Kids (Part 2)/ESL websites

Class 7: Web Quest 4 – Eric Conveys Emotion

Class 8: Let’s Make Our Own Web pages! (Part 1 – Ideas)

Class 9: Let’s Make Our Own Web pages! (Part 2 – Writing)

Class 10: Let’s Make Our Own Web pages! (Part 3 – Building)

Class 11: Let’s Make Our Own Web pages! (Part 4 – Viewing)

Class 12: ESL Websites

Internet Course B (12 weeks):

Class 1: Introduction to the Internet in English

Class 2: Let’s email each other!

Class 3: Let’s use Messenger and Emot-icons

Class 4: Web Quest 1 – Web Cams around the World

Class 5: Web Quest 2 – Lonely Planet

Class 6: Web Quest 3 – Cartoons 

Class 7: ESL Websites

Class 8: Let’s Make a School English Web site! (Part 1 – Ideas/choosing roles)

Class 9: Let’s Make a School English Web site! (Part 2 – Writing)
Class 10: Let’s Make a School English Web site! (Part 3 – Building)
Class 11: Let’s Make a School English Web site! (Part 4 – Viewing)

Class 12: Online puzzles

Internet Course C (24 weeks): Course A + Course B

PRESENTATION/DRAMA COURSES

Presentation Course A (12 weeks):
Class 1: Drama/Presentation Introduction: Role play 1/warm up games
Class 2: Role play 2 and warm up games

Class 3: TV News – Part 1 (Brainstorming and Ideas)

Class 4: TV News – Part 2 (Script Writing)

Class 5: TV News – Part 3 (Rehearsal)

Class 6: TV News – Part 4 (Recording)

Class 7: TV News – Part 5 (Viewing/Quiz)

Class 8: Role play 3/warm up games
Class 9: Poster Presentations – Part 1 (Choose topic/Ideas)

Class 10: Poster Presentations – Part 2 (Research/Read and Run)

Class 11: Poster Presentations – Part 3 (Make Posters/Write speeches)

Class 12: Poster Presentations – Part 4 (Poster Presentations)

Presentation Course B (12 weeks):
Class 1: Drama/Presentation Introduction: Role play 1/warm up games

Class 2: Role play 2 and warm up games

Class 3: Drama – Part 1 (Brainstorming and Ideas)

Class 4: Drama – Part 2 (Script Writing)

Class 5: Drama – Part 3 (Rehearsal)

Class 6: Drama – Part 4 (Recording)

Class 7: Drama – Part 5 (Viewing/Quiz)

Class 9: Miyagi Tour Guides – Part 1 (Choose topic/Ideas)

Class 10: Miyagi Tour Guides – Part 2 (Research/Read and Run)

Class 11: Miyagi Tour Guides – Part 3 (Make Pamphlets/Write speeches)

Class 12: Miyagi Tour Guides – Part 4 (Presentations)

Presentation Course C (24 weeks): Course A + Course B
INTERNATIONAL/CULTURAL COURSES
International Culture Course (12 weeks):
Class 1: World Music

Class 2: Foreign TV

Class 3: School life Overseas

Class 4: Foreign festival celebration (e.g.Halloween in October, Easter in Spring, etc).
Class 5: Foreign Crafts

Class 6: Foreign Cooking

Class 7: International Exploration Poster Presentations – Part 1 (Choose topic/Ideas)

Class 8: International Exploration Poster Presentations – Part 2 (Research/Read and Run)

Class 9: International Exploration Poster Presentations – Part 3 (Make Posters/Write speeches)

Class 10: International Exploration Poster Presentations – Part 4 (Poster Presentations)

Class 11: Visitor Class 1 (Local foreign residents/ALTs visit class to teach their culture)

Class 12: Visitor Class 2 (Local foreign residents/ALTs visit class to teach their culture)

International Exchange Course (12 weeks):
Class 1: Introduction to Exchange Project, get an email address.

Class 2: Practice writing introductory emails, then send final version to e-pals..

Class 3: Receive emails, check understanding, reply to email.

Class 4: Prepare tape recorded messages, and “friendship books”
Class 5: Gather other things to add to “care package”, e.g. pictures, etc. Send package.
Class 6: Check and send more emails.  
Class 7: Receive care package from exchange school, including video, use in class.

Class 8: Write thank you emails, Games/Activities about exchange school.
Class 9: Japanese Culture Presentations – Part 1 (Research)

Class 10: Japanese Culture Presentations – Part 2 (Writing speeches)

Class 11: Japanese Culture Presentations – Part 3 (Preparing props/Rehearsing)

Class 12: Japanese Culture Presentations – Part 4 (Record Presentations, and send to partner school)

Culture and Exchange Course (24 weeks): Both course combined

READING AND WRITING COURSES

Reading/Writing Course A (12 weeks):

Class 1: Madlibs

Class 2: Consequences

Class 3: Cartoons

Class 4: Poetry 1 (Name poems)

Class 5: Picture stories (group)

Class 6: Let’s Read the Newspaper! Part 1 (Plan your weekend)

Class 7: Let’s Read the Newpaper! Part 2 (Reading games)

Class 8: Let’s Write Our Own Newspaper! (Choose topic/Ideas)

Class 9: Let’s Write Our Own Newspaper!  (Research/Write)

Class 10: Let’s Write Our Own Newspaper!  – Part 3 (Make group newspaper)

Class 11: Let’s Write Our Own Newspaper! – Part 4 (Finish making newspaper)

Class 12: Newspaper Quiz

Reading/Writing Course B (12 weeks):

Class 1: Cartoons

Class 2: Picture Stories (individual)

Class 3: Poetry 2 (List Poems)

Class 4: Restaurant Reviews – Week 1 (Writing)
Class 5: Restaurant Reviews – Week 2 (Final Writing)
Class 6: Restaurant Reviews – Week 3 (Presenting)
Classes 7 – 12: Extensive Reading
Reading/Writing Course C (24 weeks): Course A + Course B
*** Teaching Language with Music *** 2004 Edition included on this CD


http://gs.fanshawec.on.ca/tlwm/


This webpage contains numerous resources: 


A downloadable .zip file of song lyrics and exercises (when opening the files, you must select a word processing program to open them with, they won’t automatically open up).


The ESL Song Directory, a downloadable .zip file of a series of PDF files. They contain song listings, organised alphabetically, by grammar structure (e.g. adjectives, past tense, etc.), themes (e.g. 1960s, Christmas), functions, levels, artists, albums, and ESL collections. 71 pages in total.
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LET’S EXPLORE THE WORLD!!





Let’s learn about different countries!





Please make a group of four or five students


Choose a country you want to research 





Student 1: You must research:


( Basic facts: Language, population, national flower, flag, customs (manners) that are different from Japan


( At least four sentences


Student 2: You must research:


( Food and sports: What foods are famous? What foods are different to Japan? What sports do people play? 


( At least four sentences


Student 3: You must research:


( Weather and holidays: What is the weather like? What special holidays and festivals do they celebrate? Do they have the same holidays as Japan?


( At least four sentences


Student 4: You must research:


( Tourism: What are the tourist attractions in this country? Do many tourists visit? How far away is it from Japan? What can tourists do there?


( At least four sentences


Student 5: You must research:


( Famous people: What famous people come from that country? Movie stars? Singers? Sports players? Who is the Prime Minister/President/King/Queen, etc?


( At least four sentences





LET’S EXPLORE THE WORLD!!





Here are some examples (例) of sentences:





Student 1: Basic facts: 


( The official language of �Spain is Spanish.


( The population of Japan is around    million.


( The thistle is the national flower of Scotland. It is pink or purple.


( The Zimbabwean flag has yellow, black, white and red stripes. It also has a bird and a star on it. 





Student 2: Food and sports: 


( India is famous for spicy food. 


( Fish and chips is a famous British dish.


( Cricket is the most popular sport in Zimbabwe. 


( Irish people play many different sports, such as football, hockey, and rugby.


( Hurling and shinty are traditional Irish sports.





Student 3: Weather and holidays: 


( There are two seasons in Zimbabwe: the wet season and the dry season.


( Thailand is a hot country. There is no snow in Thailand.


( The most important holidays in Ireland are Christmas, New Year and Easter.


( In London, people enjoy a festival called the Notting Hill Carnival. 


( In Zimbabwe, there is a holiday to celebrate Independence Day. 





Student 4: Tourism: 


( One of the main tourist attractions in Canada is Niagara Falls. 


( Many tourists visit Australia every year. They come to see Ayers Rock and the Sydney Opera House. 


( Many tourists come to Kenya to go on safari. 


( The U.S.A. is famous for the Grand Canyon. It is a very popular place for tourists to visit.





Student 5: Famous people: 


( The President of South Africa is Thabo Mbeki.


( The Prime Minister of Japan is Junichiro Koizumi.


( Madonna is a very popular singer from the U.S.A. 


( David Beckham is a very famous British football player. 
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