99 Ideas for International/Extra-curricular ALT projects


Bunkasai

1. Decorate using maps, postcards, flags, etc of different countries (i.e. not your own).

2. Use spices from different countries to flavour popcorn to give students and parents an idea of taste in other countries.

3. International café (menu in English, wait staff all ALTs).
4. Exhibitions of other cultures (Maori dance and culture).
5. Organize craft projects (dream catchers, god’s eyes).

6. Hold a foreign language workshop (Chinese, Spanish, Yoruba).

7. Manga Exhibition.

8. Show cartoons/TV shows/movies from other countries.
Field/Sports Day
9. Set up the tents

10. Become the AV master to set up the broadcasting wires.

11. Arrange all the chairs.

12. Lead the warm-up calisthenics.

13. Fire the start guns at the beginning of the races.
14. Chat up all the dignitaries in the VIP tent: lots of them are retired and have traveled abroad, and there’s a few local.  Serve tea if that’s your thing.
15. Teach each class/ group/PTA a different English cheer.

16. Help with calculation of the results/standings.

17. Make banners.

18. Make announcements on the PA.

19. Be the official photographer.
20. Operate a lemonade stand.

Pen pal/Postcard/Letter/E-mail Exchanges

21. With a class/school from an English-speaking country.

22. With students from in another country who are also learning English.

23. Sending Xmas cards to Santa in Canada/valentines to the ALT’s family (students then get replies from abroad.)
24. With children in refugee camps.
25. Students include photos, purikura, stickers, collages of magazine pictures.
26. Exchange photos or videos with other school kids so that students can see each other in their school environments.

27. Establishing e-pals or e-groups

28. Give students a disposable camera and have them take pictures of themselves and their school (especially things like shoe box, cleaning time and the toilets!)
29. Exchange with sister school/sister city.

30. European letter exchange.

31. Write letters to foreign presidents/prime ministers (e.g. to President Bush about the Kyoto Protocol and the environment).

Exchange Students/Visitors to School

32. Invite other ALTs from different countries to your school.

33. Invite sports exchange students from area high schools.

34. Have a themed International Day (only one of: cooking, dance, music, cultural dress, religion)

35. Invite foreign exchange students from local universities.

Sports Activities

36. Have a “sports games around the world” Day.
37. Regularly practice sports with the students’ clubs.

38. Swim in the pool with the kids over summer break.

39. Climb the local mountain.
Cooking activities

40. Talk to the home economics teacher to see how you go about teaching cooking lessons.

41. Do activities with the school cooking club after school

42. Learn to cook something Japanese (the students can teach you!)

43. Make an international cookbook (the students gather recipes)

Holidays

44. Wear a costume/ethnic dress to school

45. Make jack-o-lanterns

46. Have a Hallowe’en or Christmas party (smaller groups are better, do it in individual classes or with clubs)

47. Make a haunted house

48. Tell fortunes

49. Sing Christmas carols at local seniors’ residences/children’s home.
More Ideas

50. Organize a speech contest

51. English camp for a day

52. Music, Movies, Drama

53. Show pictures of your own travels

54. Go to local international events

55. Maintain a bulletin board fresh activities/puzzles for the kids to do at lunch
56. Cooking French Breakfast with a French ALT

57. Photo exhibitions

58. English clubs

59. English yearbook.
Around the school

60. Study Japanese

61. Do cleaning with the kids

62. Create an English noticeboard (keep the content new and fresh)

63. Grab the class photos and learn the name of every single kid in the school (or try the high tech version and videotape them all saying “My name is …” and then watch it over and over.

64. Make a compost heap

65. Weed the track

66. Help with the annual bicycle registration/brake/light check

67. Teach the staff a phrase-a-day in another language (especially at your elementary schools)
68. Hold math/science/geography/art/music/computer lessons in English

69. Catch and remove snakes from the school grounds

70. Speak to the PTA.  Teach them English or a cultural awareness lesson
The Arts

71. Form a theatre group and tour around performing a play in the local dialect.

72. Write and perform a play in English for elementary school students.

73. Hold a film festival.

74. Hold a photo exhibition.

75. Join a band

76. Teach a song-writing class.

77. DJ the lunch hour tunes at school or on a local radio station.

78. Write and publish a comic strip (Earth Bennett’s “Every Situation Is Different” can be found here (http://www.angelfire.com/comics/esid/me.htm)

79. Make graffiti board for the students

For other ALTs
80. Map out cool hangouts/English sales people/gaijin sized clothing stores/used furniture shops in your ward.

81. Write lesson plans and send them into Matt for compilation

82. Organize a trip to a Vegalta/Rakuten game

83. Make a Sendai ALT yearbook.

84. Write an article for the Voice.

85. Research activity idea websites.

85. Create a Sendai alumni chat forum.
87. Make a for sale list bulletin board so ALTs can easily sell their belongings in Sayonara Sales

For Charity

88. Organize a bowling night.

89. Do Habitat for Humanity.

90. Build a school library in Thailand (http://wwwcanhelp.npo-jp.net/english)

91. Get a group together and bicycle from Hokkaido to Kyushu to raise environmental awareness (http://www.beejapan.org/)

92. Do a school swimathon (kids are swimming in class anyway, give them a goal.  Together, my students and I raised over 200 000 yen for local and international charities)
Even More Ideas

93. Teach advanced elective math class in English.

94. In Japanese classes do English haiku.

95. In the chorus festival, have one song in English, and be the voice coach.

96. Replace all the room signs around the school with English ones (Staff Room, Computer Room, Broadcasting Booth, etc).
97. Play music from your country during cleaning time, lunch prep time, morning arrivals

98. Do the flower arranging for the entrance ceremony
99. Save the school money for the services of a pro and help video the graduation ceremony.
