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Please take this handout with you to remind about the activities we did in this workshop!

Drama gives students a chance to learn the meaning of new words and grammar through context.  It also gives them a chance to practice things they’ve learned in a more natural way, and react to situations to produce spontaneous, or natural, English.



Inside this handout, you will find…………….
(but you won’t find our video clips - please watch carefully now and enjoy!)
Warm ups, Icebreakers,

and Team Building Exercises
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Warm ups and Icebreakers
Before you get your students doing potentially embarrassing things in front of their classmates, it’s a good idea to do some activities to help them feel comfortable about taking risks.  After a warm up or two, give students small challenges to accomplish in groups.  For example, you could play a song and ask simple questions about it in English.  Or write some words on the chalkboard, allow students 30 seconds to look at them, and then allow them 1 or 2 minutes to try to write down as many as they remember.  As students score points for their group, they will build up trust between each other.  When you begin to give them challenges which require them to produce more English, and take more risks, they will be less afraid of failing.
Shoe pile


Everyone takes off one shoe and puts it in a pile in the center


of the 
room.  Everyone picks up a different shoe and looks for the

person it belongs to.  When students meet the student whose shoe


they have, they can ask them a question, or set of questions.  Groups


can be formed by asking students to sit down when they have


gathered a certain number of people with matched shoes.

Scavenger hunt  (best played in groups of 4 to 6)


Each group must try to be the first group to produce each of the


scavenger hunt items.  Each time they successfully produce an item,


they get a point.  Some examples of items;



Please find / I need………….


“something red”

“a chewed pen cap”


“a colored shoelace”

“some cool origami”


“something from math class”
“two people playing tennis”


Give extra points for creativity!!
How much Toilet Paper do you Need?


Pass a roll of toilet paper around.  Tell everyone just to take

“as much as you need”.  When everyone has taken some, tell

everyone to count how many squares of toilet paper they have.

Then tell them the number of squares of toilet paper they have is

the number of sentences they must say about themselves!!  If

someone has a lot of squares, their friends may help them think of

things to say.
Kim’s Game  (can be played in groups or individually)


Put 15 to 20 items on a tray, or tape them to a board you can hold up

for students to see.  The items should be things the students can

say in English.  For example; a toy car, candy, a picture of ~Sensei, a

pen, a Mickey Mouse doll, etc.  Cover everything with a towel or

cloth and take it to class.  Remove the cloth and give students 30

seconds to look at the items.  Cover everything again and give

students 1 or 2 minutes to try and write down the items they

remember.  Show students all the items, and give points to the

student or group that remembered the most items.  Play again by

taking away one item and asking students which item is missing.
Heads Up 7 Up


Choose 7 students to be “It”.  They stand at the front of the class.


The other students close their eyes and put their heads down on


their desks.  They stick out their thumb.  The 7 students walk


around and each touch one student’s thumb.  When a student feels


someone touch their thumb, they put it down.  The 7 students go


back to the front of the class and say “Heads up seven up!”  Each


student who was touched gets one chance to guess which of the 7


students touched them.  They should ask in English “Was it you


_____?”  “Yes, it was. / No, it wasn’t.”  If they guess correctly,


they switch places with the student who touched them.  For added


fun, assign each of the 7 students a “vocabulary name” which


students must call them instead of their real name.



Using Drama Every Day in Class
We can use drama every day in small ways.



- Acting out new words



- To demonstrate “Classroom English”


- Props



- In short situations to explain or practice a single phrase




“Excuse me.”



“Here you are.”



“I forgot”

In Class Phone Call!


Take a working cell phone to class.  Tell students they must work in lunch groups to “order” something on the phone.  It can be anything – pizza, a car, money, etc.  Tell students the questions the person on the phone will ask, or just have them prepare for any questions they may be asked.  Send the ALT or JLT to a phone somewhere in the school and have them wait for the phone to ring.  Each lunch group gets a chance to phone and try to “order” their item(s).  For example, the dialogue may look like this;



A





B
Hello.  What’s your name?


My name is _________.

What do you want?



(I/We) want _______(s).

(How many/What kind of) _____(s)?

________ _________(s).

Where are you?



(I’m/We’re) (at/in) ________.

Ok.  Do you want anything else?

(Yes, ______s) please. /









No, thank you.)





Bye!

Students can each listen to and answer one question, or the lunch group leader can make the phone call.  The ALT/JLT should make notes during the phone call and draw a quick picture of the items ordered to take back to class and give to the (hopefully!) correct lunch group.



Some Drama Activities
Home Videos  (best played in groups of 4 to 6)


Each group is given a different description.



Ex: You are all reading books.


The description may be more complicated.



Ex: There are two brothers.  One is short.  One is tall.




There is one sister.  She is playing with her mother.


Or the description may be simply “A family of elephants.”


Students are allowed 30 seconds to discuss how they will mime a


silent video showing this family.  The ALT or JLT chooses a group to


go first, counts down from 10, and calls out “Cheese!”  The students


must perform their video.  The other groups must watch and try to


guess.  For example, the groups guessing might ask “Are you


____ing ~ ?” or other questions which require a “Yes, / No, “ answer.

The group that preformed the video should answer.   Points are

given to the performing group and the group which guesses correctly.
Translation Charades  (can be played in groups or individually)


Students are given a card with a Japanese word or phrase on it.


They must explain the word or phrase using English and gestures.


The ALT should ask questions and try to guess the word or phrase


in English.  The students must answer the ALT’s questions in English.

Charades  (can be played in groups or individually)

Each student is given a piece of paper with an action or a person on it.


They must act it out for the rest of the class.  The student who


guesses correctly and the student doing the charade may get points.



For example: a monkey




Students guess “
Are you _____ing?”





“Are you a (teacher/student)?”





“Are you a monkey?”



The student doing the charade can answer “Yes, / No,”



questions in English.
There’s Something in My Soup!


Each student writes a noun on a small piece of paper.  Collect all the

pieces of paper and put them in a bowl.  Choose one student to be a

WAITER and another student to be a RESTAURANT PATRON.  The

RESTAURANT PATRON sits at a table with the “soup bowl” which

has the little pieces of paper in it.  The RESTAURANT PATRON

takes one of the pieces of paper out of the bowl and says, "Waiter,

there’s a (noun) in my soup!"  The WAITER comes to the table and

must give a response.  He may respond with an action, phrase, or

sentence; whatever he feels is appropriate.  The WAITER then

becomes the RESTAURANT PATRON, the RESTAURANT PATRON

returns to their seat, and a new person becomes the WAITER.

Repeat with new sets of students as many times as you like or until all

the slips of paper are used up.




Discussion
1.  What activities used in this seminar help students practice English in a


natural way?

2.  What activities used in this seminar are ways we can use drama 
every day in class?

3.  What activities used in this seminar help students progress into 
using more drama in the classroom?

4.  Can you think of more ways we can use drama every day in class?

5.  Do students need to trust their teachers and fellow students before


they will want to do drama in class?

6.  If a student is more comfortable using their English as a result of drama


in the classroom, do we have to evaluate it separately or can we


evaluate it as part of pronunciation and comprehension?

7.  What props can we use in English class?





Notes
If you would like to ask Jen a question, her email is;








JendeVries@gmail.com
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