	
	ARTICLES
	

	A

	An
	The



	Indefinite articles
	Definite articles

	Use with singular count nouns which begin with consonant sounds

Ex.  a pencil, a dog, a math book, a room, a car


	Use with singular count nouns which begin with vowel sounds

Ex.  an elephant, an apple, an earphone


	Use with plural count nouns.

Ex.  the students, the pencils, the cars, the rooms, the elephants



	Use with non-specific nouns

Ex.  This is a pencil.

(This is one pencil.  I have many more pencils.)


	Use with non-specific nouns

Ex.  This is an elephant. 

(The zoo has many elephants.  This is one elephant.)
	Use with specific nouns, plural and singular.

Ex.  This is the pencil my brother gave me. 

This is the elephant from Africa.

These are the students of Tomizawa Junior High School.



	/h/ (consonant sound)

Ex.   horse, history book, hotel, hat


	Silent /h/
Ex. honor, hour, heir, honest
	

	/yoo/  (consonant sound)

Ex. useful, union, unit, united, university, uniform, European, Euro
	/u/ (vowel sound)

Ex. ugly, umbrella, uncle, underwear, 
	

	/w/ (consonant sound)

Ex. once, one
	/o/ (vowel sound)

Ex. orange, origami
	

	
	
	Use with proper nouns

1. Geographical places Ex.  the Sea of Japan, the West, the Sahara

2. Pluralized names Ex. the Netherlands, the Bahamas, 

3. Public institutions, facilities, groups  Ex.  the Sheraton, the White House, the Presbyterian Church

4. Newspapers



	
	
	Nouns followed by a prepositional phrase 

Ex.  The music of SMAP. 

The leader of the band.



	Modified nouns

  use a, an depending on the modifier, not the noun

Ex.  That is an elephant.

        That is a blue elephant.

        There is an orange bird.

	No Articles

1. Names of languages

I study English.

2. Sports

I enjoy playing soccer.

I like sports.

3. Academic subjects

My favorite subject is science.

4. Meals

I had eggs and toast for breakfast.

5. Diseases

He had cancer last year.

6. Names of schools

I go to Tomizawa Junior High School.

I went to Tokyo University.

  *except when followed by a preposition

I went to the University of Tokyo.

7. Seasons

Summer is my favorite season.

Winters in Sendai are very cold.

    *except when it is a specific season.

It was the summer of 2001.

	Tricky, Tricky 

1. Time of day

               * noon, midnight never take articles.  

I ate lunch at noon.  = I ate lunch at 12:00pm.

I went to bed at midnight.  = I went to bed at 12:00am.

* morning, afternoon, evening 

            I ate breakfast at 8:00am.

            I ate breakfast this morning.

I eat breakfast every morning.

I eat breakfast in the morning.

  * night

            The (night) sky is beautiful.  The sky is beautiful.

            There was a noise in the night.

            The best time to see stars is at night. 

2. Generic reference

CDs are expensive in Japan.(all CDs)

       I like the CDs you gave me. (specific CDs) 

Movies are fun to watch.(all movies)

       The good movies are always sold out. (specific movies) 

We had glasses of wine with dinner. (plural, general)

       I had a glass of wine with dinner. (I had one glass of wine.)

       I spilled the glass of wine on the table. (specific glass of wine)

3. Abstract nouns, things you can’t see

The pain was horrible.

Pain, what pain?

I had a pain in my leg.

	Context

“I’d like a glass of orange juice, please,” said John.

“I put the glass of orange juice on the table,” Sheila replied.

I know an old lady who swallowed a fly.

I don’t know why she swallowed the fly.

I know an old lady who swallowed a spider
that wriggled and jiggled and tickled inside her.

She swallowed the spider to catch the fly.

I don’t know why she swallowed the fly.

        



http://ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/
http://www.ruthvilminet/
http://eslus.com
Blevins, Wiley.  Phonics from A to Z.  ISBN 0-590-31510-2

Blevins, Wiley.  Teaching Phonics & Word Study.  ISBN 0-439-16352-8

