A, AN, or THE
Part I : When to use.
No 1.

	A

	An
	The



	Indefinite articles
	Definite articles

	Use with singular(one ~) count nouns that begin with consonant sounds

Ex.  a pencil, a dog, a math book, a room, a car


	Use with singular(one ~) count nouns that begin with vowel sounds

Ex.  an elephant, an apple, an earphone


	Use with plural(two ~) count nouns.

Ex.  the students, the pencils, the cars, the rooms, the elephants



1. This is _____ pencil.



a
2. I saw ____ monkeys at the zoo.


the
3. I ate ____ sandwich for lunch.


a
4. I have ____ apple.




an
5. Do you have ____ erasers?


the
No 2.

	Use with non-specific nouns

Ex.  This is a pencil.

(This is one pencil.  I have many more pencils.)


	Use with non-specific nouns

Ex.  This is an elephant. 

(The zoo has many elephants.  This is one elephant.)
	Use with specific nouns, plural and singular.

Ex.  This is the pencil my brother gave me. 

This is the elephant from Africa.

These are the students of Tomizawa Junior High School.




1. This is ____ book I bought yesterday.






the
2. The store has many comic books.  This is ___ comic book(manga).


a
3. I went to _____ park near my house.






the
4. Can I borrow ____ pencil? 







a
5. Can I have _____ elephant?







an
6. I want to go to ____ university in Tokyo.





a
7. I want to go to ____ University of Tokyo.





the
No 3.

	THE : Use with proper nouns

1. Geographical places   Ex.  the Sea of Japan, the West, the Sahara

2. Pluralized names   Ex. the Netherlands, the Bahamas, 

3. Public institutions, facilities, groups    Ex.  the Sheraton, the White House, the Presbyterian Church

4. Newspapers  Ex. the Yomuri, the New York Times
      5.   Nouns followed by a prepositional phrase  Ex.  The music of SMAP. The leader of the band.




1. I went to _____ Sea of Japan.




the
2. I went to _____ Tanabata Festival.



the
3. I read _____ Boston Times everyday.



the
4. I went to _____ Hawaii.





x
5. I want to go to _____ United States of America.


the
