A, AN, or THE

Part III : Countable and uncountable nouns


1.  There is ____ pencil on the table.




a

2.  There is ____ food on the table.




x

3.  Can I have ____ rice?





x, some

4.  Can I have ____ banana?





a

5.  He is ____ person who can help you.



a

6.  I’d like ____ coffee.





a, a cup of 
7.  I need to buy ____ beef.





x, some

8.  I need to buy ____ egg.





an

9.  I have ____ bag.






a
10.  She is ____ old woman.





an

COUNTABLE NOUNS 


“are the names of separate objects, people, ideas etc which can be counted.  We can use numbers and the article a/an with countable nouns; the have plurals.” (p 136, Practical English Usage: Swan)


	a hamburger		two hamburgers


	apple(s), desk(s), student(s), school(s),





UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS


“are the names of materials, liquids, abstract qualities, collections and other things which we see as masses without clear boundaries, and not as separate objects.  We cannot use the numbers with uncountable nouns, and most are singular with no plurals.” (p 136, Practical English Usage: Swan)


	water		two glasses of water		some water


	rice, chalk, tea, news, spaghetti, sugar





UNCOUNTABLE PLURALS


“Some uncountable nouns are plural.  They have no singular forms with the same meaning, and cannot be used with numbers.” (p 140, Practical English Usage: Swan)


	jeans		two pairs of jeans


	groceries, clothes, thanks, police, beef





YOU MAY HEAR…


Sometimes an uncountable noun is used with a, an, or a number.  When we speak we sometimes don’t say the counter.   This is typically heard when ordering at a restaurant. 


a water = a glass of water


two coffees = two cups of coffee


two papers = two newspapers


three large cokes = three large cups of coke





**Do you know John?  	Well, I know a John.  But I don’t know if it’s the John you’re talking about.











