MASH (Mansion / Apartment / Shack / House) – A Future Predicting Game
Sentaku Class

Time: 45 – 50 minutes

General description:

MASH is a game that bored western school girls play to predict their future. However in Japan it is generally the boys that will get the most thrills and excitement out of it. The concept behind the game is to make choices for various categories then “discover your future” by using a counter to eliminate all but one choice for each category.

Lesson Plan: 

Here is how I think the lesson should go. But you can tweak it in whatever way you want.
Split the class into groups of six. Hand them a worksheet with the categories that will be used for the MASH game. Ask the groups to come up with as many good and bad things as they can in each category.  You will be calling on their ideas when you and the JTE demonstrate MASH.

Hand out the MASH worksheet (see example below).

You and the JTE demonstrate to the class (using a blown up MASH sheet or the board) how the game is played. E.g. write your name as it is your future that you are predicting. You write 2 good options in each category. Then hand the blown up MASH sheet to the JTE. The JTE must write two bad options in each category. 
JTE then dots pen on the page till you say stop. JTE counts the number of dots and then starts eliminating options by counting through the categories.  For example, if there were 3 dots, the JTE (starting on the “home” category, counts 1, 2, 3 and crosses out the 3rd option, Apartment in this case).  JTE carries on this process, eliminating each 3rd option till there is only one future in each category.
Now pair off the students and ask them to predict each others’ futures. I think that it would be better if they do it with their friends as they can both have a giggle about it together. But make sure that they are using English and not writing and communicating their futures in Japanese.

Ask them to write their friends’ futures in full sentences afterwards. Or print and extra sheet for them that they can fill in afterwards. They can use these sentences to orally tell their friend their future.
The categories may be changed to suit the class or to do different ideas. Some other categories that I could think of are car colour, number of children, place of honeymoon, high school they will go to, boyfriends / girlfriends, foods they will eat for dinner …
And remember get embarrassed and laugh with the kids. That’s what sentaku classes are all about. (Maybe see if you can get one of the students to pick you as a marriage partner.

MASH        
This future belongs to __________
What is your dream? Let’s play the game and see.

You must choose two of your dreams. And your friend must choose the other one.

1.) What type of building will your home be?
· ____Mansion_______________

· ____House________________

· ____Apartment_____________

· ____Shack________________
2.) What car will you drive?
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_________________________

· _________________________

· _________________________

· _________________________
3.) What job will you have?
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_________________________

· _________________________

· _________________________
· _________________________
4.) Where will you live (country)?

· _________________________

· _________________________

· _________________________
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5.) Who do you want to marry?

· _________________________

· _________________________

· _________________________
· _________________________

Dot your pen here.
	


How many dots are there? ___________
Let’s predict the future!!!

RESULTS!  Let’s tell your partner about the future!
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1. This is your future!

2. You live in a ______________________________________ .

3. Your husband/wife is _______________________________ .

4. You live in _______________________________________ .

5. You have ________________________________________ .

6. Your pet is ______________________________________ .

7. You drive a ______________________________________ .

8. Your job is ______________________________________ 
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