EMAIL ENGLISH lesson
Objective: 
To teach students about commonly used written English abbreviations.

Created for:  2nensei sentaku 

(but it could easily be used with 3nensei or even adapted for 1nensei)

Introduction:
Start by asking how many students write or receive emails either on their ketais or computers.  Then ask if they use formal Japanese to write to their friends.  I then explain that English speakers also often use a different kind of English when writing to their friends.

Time:
45-50min lesson

Lesson Plan:

1. Write a sentence on the board.  Have students raise their hand if they think they can read it.  After a student reads it, write the English word underneath the abbreviation (i.e. “for” = 4).  Do this for a few sentences.

I used:

Thank you 4 your email.



I want 2 eat ice cream.



Nice 2 meet u!



c u!


c u 2night!

(<5min)

2. Pass out “Email English” worksheet (1 A4 pg, 1side).  Have students complete part “A” by writing the English word for #1-13.  Tell them they should use the “Hints” to help them.  Check the answers by choosing volunteers to write on the board.

NEXT, go over the abbreviations from part “B”. 

-I wrote an example for each of #1-4 and explained them briefly where necessary (i.e. b/c = the first letters of the two syllables; @ was taken from email addresses; “x” sound is the same as “ks” sound as in thanx).  {Sentences: I am writing w/ a pen.  I like English b/c it’s interesting.  Let’s meet @ my house.  Thanx for the email.}

-for #5-8, I wrote the letters on the board vertically and wrote out the meanings as volunteers read them aloud from the worksheet.  For each one, I also gave verbal examples and explained who often uses it, how popular it is, etc.  I had my JTE write in Japanese translations for these on the worksheet (in the parentheses) before I made copies.
(about 15min)

3. Pass out “Let’s read some Emails” worksheet (1 A4 pg, 2 sides).  Ask students if they remember Daisuke and Kevin from Sunshine 2 (lesson 11).  Tell students Daisuke and Kevin were emailing each other on their ketais, and you found the conversations.  Students must fill in the blanks.

There are 6 emails.  For emails 1&2, students must write the English word for each “Email English” abbreviation (i.e. r = are ).  For emails 3&4, students must write the “Email English” abbreviation in the email (i.e. gr8 for “great”).  In emails 5&6, students must do a combination of both.
(10-15min)

4. As students finish, check their answers for “Let’s read some Emails” and give them the “Let’s write an Email” worksheet (1 pg, 1/2 of A4, 1 side).  Have students write an email to a friend of their choice using as much “Email English” as they can.
(5-10min)

5. (TIME PERMITTING): Play CRISS CROSS (or any other trivia type game-or just ask the students), using questions about the email conversation between Kevin and Daisuke and/or “Email English.”
(5-10min)
