Motivating Students
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About the point card system, I only did them for 7 of my classes, because they had to fit my teachers’ style.  If the teacher didn't usually ask for volunteers or ask the students questions, it didn't work.  Also, everyday before team teaching we would pass out the point card to the students, so that it could help me remember their names and it was good for motivating their teams to win during activities or even interview games.  Lastly, I think it was nice to reward the students who tried really hard, but don't usually get the academic awards at their assemblies, because of the fact that they get a point for raising their hands, even if they weren't called upon.

 

I also did pen pals with 3 classes of my ninensei students for the past two weeks.  My mom teaches Japanese at my old high school in Hawaii (which was rather convenient), we traded letters with them.  My students wrote in English and hers in Japanese.  If they didn't have preference for a boy or girl, I matched them with someone from the opposite gender (which intrinsically motivated them to write more to impress their pen pals).  I made an example, and also typed a review page of the grammar points from this past year that they could use to introduce themselves, the school, and Sendai.  It was hard to setup and revise 110 letters before they wrote their final one, but I think it was worth it.  Some of them had really interesting letters and asked so many questions, and they went to take purikura, pasted photos, drew pictures, or added stickers. I also xeroxed all their letters for them to keep, because they really worked hard on them, and I thought it'd be nice for them to hold on to. The only downfall was that because it's so close to the end, it was only a one time deal but even my kid who can't read nor write, could follow my example letter, and worked really hard to get one together. [image: image1.png]



 

My ichinensei JTE, also announced when the first graders were in the process of learning how to format the letters, that they would end up doing pen pals in second grade too...(which I'm not too sure about because part of the reason I did it was that my ninensei were AMAZINGLY GeNKI kids)  , nonetheless all the ichinensei perked up and finally started paying attention and taking notes to what she was saying.  So I definitely think that it was successful in motivating the kids and a nice way to end the year.

 

 

Hope this helps! 

