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Activities Demonstrations
Circle It

Make a pair. Use one paper per pair. Use different coloured pens. Listen to the song clips, and try to circle the pictures or words.
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Clips used – “White Flag” (from Dido’s “Life for Rent”) and “Sing a Rainbow”
Prepositions Cloze Gap
Individual activity. 
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Song Bingo
Individual activity. 
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World Music
Individual or pair listening activity. 
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Activity ideas

WARM-UPS:

See Saw

Chose two words or phrases from a simple song. Assign each half of a class a word or phrase to listen for. For a basic class, you could use the Beatles’ Hello, Goodbye, assigning half of the students “Hello” and half “Goodbye”. Play the song, and students must stand up when they hear their word.

Music in motion

Each row of students is assigned a word or phrase from a song, and a gesture to go with the word. Students must listen for their word/phrase and perform their gesture every time they hear their word/phrase played. You can have a contest to see which row is the most alert/responds the fastest.

Music Basket

This is similar to fruit basket. Prepare a CD of 30 second clips of different types of music. Students make a circle with their chairs, with one student standing in the middle. Give each student a card representing a different type of music. When their music type is played, they must change seats, e.g. all the jazz students must change seats. The student left standing in the middle must answer an English question.

Musical Introductions

Prepare five small meishi (business cards) for each student, and ask students to write their names in the centre of the card. Ask the students four questions. They should write the answers in the four corners of their cards. For example: 1. What is your favourite Japanese song? 2. Who is your favourite Japanese singer/group? 3. What is your favourite foreign song? 4. Who is your favourite foreign singer/group? Write the four questions on the blackboard, so students can refer to them throughout the game. 

When students have filled in their cards, have them, stand up and walk around the classroom while a CD is playing. After a little time, stop the CD. Students should find a partner nearby, and each student should ask their partner one of the questions. Then, they should janken (in English, e.g. one, two, three, GO!), and the winner receives one of the loser’s meishi. Start the CD, and students should mingle again, making a new pair when the music stops. The winner is the student with the most meishi at the end of the game.

Drawing pictures

Give students a piece of paper each, and play a song. Let them draw a picture representing the song, how it makes them feel, or what it makes them think of, etc.


Listening ACTIVITIES:

Nearly all of the following activities can take part of one class, or a complete class.

Worksheets for many of the following activities are included in the ESL Song Directory, see the resources section at the end.

Cloze Gap

Make a worksheet of an English song, with some words missing. Students listen to the song, whilst reading the lyrics, and fill in the gaps. To make it easier, put the missing words in a box on the worksheet. You may want students to just listen and read the first time you play the song, to familiarise themselves. Then, let them try to write the answers the second time you play the song. You’ll probably need to play it several times for the students to get all the answers. 

Choose the correct word

Easier than the cloze gap activity. This time, instead of filling in the blanks, students choose the correct word from two options, e.g. hold/sold, play/played, etc. Students should listen to the song and circle the correct answers.

Wrong Lyrics

A little more difficult than the choose the correct word activity. Make a worksheet of the lyrics, but change some words to other, similar sounding, words. For example, “I wanna hold your hand” becomes “I wanna SOLD/______ your hand”. Make sure to highlight the incorrect words in some way, for example, by numbering them, or underlining/writing in capital letters; and leave a space for writing the correct words. Students should listen to the song, and try to write the correct words.

Lyrics Scramble

Before class, type up the song lyrics, print them out, and cut them into strips (one line per strip). Make sure the font is large enough to be easily readable by all the group members. If you can, try to make sure that the strips don’t “fit together”, by mixing different sets of paper. Otherwise, there’s bound to be one group which figures out that they can get the answers simply by slotting the paper strips together like a jigsaw puzzle. Make sure to separate them into different verses. 

In class, get the students to make small groups. Give them the lyric strips for the first verse, and play it several times, until students can get the lyrics in the right order. You may need to give some groups a few hints. Once they have the correct answers, have them gather the strips together and paperclip them, before you give them the next verse (if you leave the gathering until the end of the activity, the strips will inevitably get mixed up between the different verses). Then continue with the next part of the song.

If you want to do an entire song this way, make sure it’s a pretty short one, or they won’t be able to finish it, even with a whole class set aside! Alternatively, combine this activity with the cloze gap or choose the correct word activity. For example, do the lyrics scramble for the chorus (instead of playing the chorus several times in a row, just play it once, then continue with the verse, and next time the chorus comes up, students have a chance to check and correct their arranging).

At the end of the activity, give each student a handout of the complete, correct lyrics, preferably with a Japanese translation, and details of the artist/CD, in case they’re interested in the song.

Line Up

This activity is similar to the lyrics scramble. In this version, each student in a group receives one line of the verse. When you play the song, students have to try and line up in the correct order, e.g. the student with the first line at the front, then the student with the second line behind them. The problem with this activity is making sure that there are the same number of students in a group as there are song lines. 

Alternatively you can do the activity as a whole class, with each student getting one line from the song, and the whole class trying to line up in order. But that could get a bit chaotic, and boring for the students who happen to be at the start of the song.

Lyrics Karuta

Make karuta cards with single words, multi-word chunks, full sentences of song lyrics, or whole verses. Students can work in pairs or groups. Students should listen to the song and try to grab the correct card.

Picture Karuta

Make picture karuta cards, representing different lyrics in the song. The pictures could simply be of vocabulary words, e.g. sun, train, etc.; or more complex pictures of actions, such as a couple walking by a river. Students should work in pairs or groups, listening to the song and trying to choose the correct cards.

Song Bingo

Create bingo sheets with either individual vocabulary words from the lyrics, multi-word chunks of lyrics, or specific grammar points. Have students fill in the sheets, and then play the song. Students should listen to the song, and cross off the words as they hear them.

Circle It

Make a worksheet with random words from a song scattered around it. There are two ways of playing the game. The first version is played like karuta. Students make pairs, with one worksheet between them. Whilst listening to the song, students try to circle the words as they hear them. The first student to circle a word gets a point. Students should keep score on the worksheet. The student with the most points at the end of the game wins.


In the other version, include extra words on the worksheet which aren’t in the song. Students play the game individually, circling words as they hear them. At the end, check that they correctly identified which words weren’t in the song.

Picture Vocabulary

Make a worksheet with pictures replacing vocabulary words from a song. Students should listen to the song and fill in the blanks with the words corresponding to the pictures.

Arrange the pictures

Make several picture cards representing sections of the song. For example, one picture card for each verse/chorus of the song. Have students make groups, and listen to the song. Play the song several times. Students should listen, and arrange the picture cards in the correct order. 


Alternatively, for an individual activity, make a worksheet with the pictures. Students should listen to the song several times, and try to number the pictures. You may want to include three blank slots below each picture, so that students can write in their first attempt, second attempt, and final order that they think the pictures go in, after listening to the song several times.

Choose the correct picture

Prepare a picture worksheet. For each verse, have a picture that represents the lyrics, and another similar picture, with a few things different from what the verse is actually singing about. Students listen to the song, and for each verse have to circle the correct picture.

I Spy

A little more difficult than choose the correct picture. Prepare a worksheet with one picture for each verse of the song. However, the picture should contain some things that aren’t included in the song. As they listen to the song, students must circle the areas of the picture which are different to the song. 

World Music

Prepare a CD with a selection of music samples from different countries around the world (English speaking, non-English speaking, vocal, instrumental, etc). Also prepare color flags from each country for displaying on the blackboard. Start by showing the flags and having students guess which country is flag represents. You can include this on their worksheet. Then, play the CD, and have students guess which country each song sample comes from.

other ACTIVITIES:

Emotional Vocabulary

Make a CD with a random selection of music types, e.g. classical, techno, pop, rock, jazz, love songs, etc. Make a worksheet with different example emotion words, e.g. sad, happy, excited, scared, cheerful, etc.  Play the CD, and let students choose different adjectives to describe each song. If possible, give students Japanese/English dictionaries so that students aren’t limited to using words they already learned. Students can also try making sentences to describe how each song makes them feel: This song makes me feel __________ because it _________. I like/don’t like it. 

Descriptive Music

Students listen to a song, and then must answer some questions about the song, e.g. what kind of mood it evokes, what sort of person would listen to this song, what it makes them think about, what kind of movie it would be in, etc. You might want to include sample sentence structures in the worksheet, e.g. I think a high school student would listen to this song. / This song would be in a comedy movie. This song makes me think about summer.
Poetry from music

Make a CD with six samples of songs. Before you play each piece of music, ask the students to write something down about the music, e.g. a noun, verb, adjective, color, food, animal, etc. When the music is finished, students should combine their words to make a poem. The grammar is not so important, as the poetry is about conveying an idea, rather than a correct sentence.

Read and Run

Type up the lyrics to a couple of verse of a song, number them in order, and cut them up. Then stick the lyrics around the classroom. Have students make small groups and choose a secretary. The secretary stays at the desk throughout the activity. Give the secretary a worksheet with numbers along the side, e.g. 1 – 20 if there are 20 lines in the song. The other members of the group will act as the runners. The runners go around the room, finding lyrics. They must memorise the lyrics, and their numbers, and tell the secretary. The secretary writes down the lines according to the runners’ instructions. The first group to finish the song wins. Once they’ve completed the worksheet give all the group members a handout with the correct lyrics for them to check their worksheet against. When all the groups have finished, play the song while they listen.

Singing songs

Singing is particularly popular with ichi-nensei. Teach students songs with relevant vocabulary or grammar points, or songs from the ALT’s home country, seasonal songs, or children’s songs, such as Head, shoulders, knees and toes. Songs with actions are popular with younger students.

Online Karaoke

Go to http://www.hawaiizone.com/wkaraoke.html. This page has QuickTime videos with sound, and karaoke-style highlighted lyrics for following along with the song. Students could try this individually, but it could get a bit complicated with them all singing at once. Alternatively, use your own laptop and a PowerPoint projector, plus speakers to get the whole class singing along in unison. The songs are mostly older, seasonal, and Disney songs, but there may be some that your students know. 

Music videos

Most video stores have video/DVD interviews with music stars. Make a worksheet with questions about an interview. Have the students read through the questions, and check their understanding as a class. Then, play the interview. Students should watch the interview and try to answer the questions. Also ask students to think of questions that they’d ask the singer, if they were the interviewer.

Music Charts

Download a Top 10 or Top 40 on the internet and record clips to CD. Create a worksheet for students, asking questions about the artists, albums, song titles, positions in the chart, and any advertisements or comments made by the presenters. Students listen to the recording and then complete the worksheet. The BBC Radio 1 Chart Show (from the U.K.) can be found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/chart/singles.shtml

Dance

Teach students a dance along with music. Make a worksheet with a short introduction of the song’s background and explaining the dance moves. For example, the Macarena, line dancing, traditional dances from the ALT’s home country.

Song writing

This activity is may take more than one class, depending on how far you want to go with the song writing.

Put a funny picture on the blackboard. Give a piece of paper to the first student in each row, and ask them to write a sentence about the picture. They then pass their paper to the student behind them, who writes another sentence. Students continue passing back the paper until everyone in their group has written a sentence about the picture. Then have the row gather together as a group, and try to make the sentences into a song. 


Alternatively, instead of starting with the sentence activity, start with game similar to shiritori. Put the picture in the center of the board, and divide the board into six columns surrounding the picture. Give a piece of chalk to the first student n each row. When you say “GO!”, each student runs to their row’s column on the blackboard, and writes a word about the picture, e.g. big, blue, fast, train, travel, window, etc. The students run back to their team, and pass the chalk to the next student, who continues by writing another word related to the picture. 

When the last student in the row finishes writing a word, they should pass the chalk to the first student, who takes another turn. Students continue the game for a set time limit, e.g. five minutes, each student taking as many turns as possible. When the game is finished, check the words as a class, correcting any spelling mistakes. Students can then make their groups and try to write a song from the words on the blackboard (they don’t have to limit themselves to the words their team wrote).

Another alternative for more advanced students is to simply give a topic, and have groups try to write a song on the topic, e.g. “My Town”, “Summer Time”, etc. They could follow the same brainstorming procedure, first listing words associated with the topic, then moving on to creating sentences, and finally arranging them to make a song. 

If your students are feeling genki and brave, you could try to create a melody, or adapt one, and then practice and perform the song. This would probably take a second class to complete.

Rock Star Role Play

Have students make groups, and following the guidance of a worksheet, design their own band. They should choose a style of music, a name, what instrument each member will “play”, song/CD titles, tour dates, etc. (a worksheet is included in the CD). If you want to follow up by interviewing each group, the activity will take 2 – 3 classes (including video-recording and showing the interviews to the class)

Musical Scavenger Hunt

Create an Internet scavenger hunt, by having students follow a worksheet to find out information about artists, songs, lyrics, charts, etc. 
Puzzles

Make word searches or crossword puzzles featuring musical instruments, musical styles, names of singers/bands. Go to http://www.puzzlemaker.com/ to make a variety of puzzles online. 

Resources
ESL WEBSITES:


Musical English Lessons

http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org/

Heaps of song activities. Organised by artist name, grammar point, etc.

Dave’s ESL Café Ideas Cookbook

http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/index.cgi?Music:

Lots of activity ideas, although doesn’t have prepared worksheets.
Teaching with Music

http://eleaston.com/music.html#esl

This webpage has song lyrics and links to song samples, categorised by country, language, music type, etc. 

ESL Through Music

http://www.geocities.com/ESLmusic/

This webpage has lesson plans, suggested materials, and articles on the benefits of using music in the ESL classroom.

Isabel’s ESL Site

http://www.isabelperez.com/songs.htm

A great website, with lots of worksheets for different popular songs. Unfortunately, as it’s aimed at Spanish-speaking ESL learners, some of the worksheets aren’t suitable for Japanese students, and some are quite advanced, but easily adaptable.

English Teaching Songs

http://www.eslgames.com/teachingsongs/

Lots of cloze gap worksheets for copy and paste.

ETNI's Music
http://www.etni.org.il/music/

Lots of activity ideas. The following pages: Music Ideas, Projects and Workshops and Teacher Materials are particularly useful.

Ernie's ESL Song Activities
http://www.angelfire.com/ks/barteldes/basiclevel.html

http://www.angelfire.com/ks/barteldes/intermediate.html

ESL Lounge – Songs for English Teaching
http://www.esl-lounge.com/songstop.shtml

Has a good selection of song lyrics. Many of the songs come with suggestions on how they can be used in ESL classes.

CASLT – ESL Through Music

http://www.caslt.org/research/music.htm

Lots of useful links to activities, lyrics, music clipart, etc. Also has some research articles on ESL and music.

Songs for Teaching

http://www.songsforteaching.com/esleflesol.htm 
This webpage has song lyrics/samples for specific grammar points/vocabulary, and also sells CDs. Likely to be of more interest for ichi-nensei.

Seasonal & children’s songs:

Idea Box - Music & Movement Songs 

http://www.theideabox.com/ib.php?web=ideasbytype&type=Music/Song
Useful activities for ichi-nensei, special needs, or elementary. Has over 30 songs with finger-plays or other forms of movement.
Christmas Songs and Carols
http://www.caslt.org/research/christmas2.htm

An annotated listing of web sites that contain seasonal music lyrics, sound files, music sheets.

Children’s Songs

http://www.caslt.org/research/childrensongs.htm
Links to heaps of songs for children. Good for ichi-nensei, special needs, or elementary.



music WEBSITES:

MTV Online

http://www.mtv.com/

Contains archives of music clips, pictures, videos, interviews, charts, etc.

Yahoo Music

http://launch.yahoo.com/

Contains archives of music clips, pictures, videos, interviews, charts, etc., plus Launch Radio. Videos can also be emailed to an account.

VH1

http://www.vh1.com/

Heaps of videos to choose from, they can also be emailed to an account.

Windows Media Radio Tuner

http://windowsmedia.com/radiotuner/MyRadio.asp

Search for online radio stations, by type, keyword, locations, and language (in advanced search option).

Get Lyrical

http://www.getlyrical.com/

This website allows you to search for song lyrics by artist, song, and album. Or if you can’t remember any of those, simply type in a line of the song that you remember. 

The Disney Informer

http://come.to/disneyarchive/

Heaps of information on Disney movies, including scripts, song lyrics, clipart, etc.
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*** Teaching Language with Music 


http://gs.fanshawec.on.ca/tlwm/


This webpage contains numerous resources: 


A downloadable .zip file of song lyrics and exercises (when opening the files, you may have to select a word processing program to open them with, if they won’t automatically open up).


The ESL Song Directory, a downloadable .zip file of a series of PDF files. They contain song listings, organised alphabetically, by grammar structure (e.g. adjectives, past tense, etc.), themes (e.g. 1960s, Christmas), functions, levels, artists, albums, and ESL collections. 71 pages in total.


Musical clipart – graphics/images of instruments, etc.








THIS LOVE


(sung by Maroon 5)�


Listen to the song and choose (選びなさい) the correct prepositions (前置詞):





before�
in�
into�
of�
on�
to�
�



I was so high I did not recognize


The fire burning ______ her eyes,


(Nor) The chaos that controlled my mind.


(She) Whispered 'goodbye' and she got ______ a plane;


Never ______ return again,


But always ______ my heart





(	


This love has taken its toll ______ me;


She said 'goodbye' too many times ______,


And her heart is breaking ______ front ______ me.


I have no choice 'cause I 


Won't say 'goodbye' anymore.





(


I tried my best ______ feed her appetite,


Keep her coming every night.


(It was) So hard ______ keep her satisfied;


(She) Kept playing love like it was just a game,


Pretending ______ feel the same,


Then turn around and leave again.





(


This love has taken its toll ______ me;


She said 'goodbye' too many times ______.


And her heart is breaking ______ front ______ me.


I have no choice, 'cause 


I won't say 'goodbye' anymore.





(


I'll fix these broken things;


(I'll) Repair your broken wings


And make sure everything's alright.


My pressure ______ your hips,


Sinking my fingertips


______ every inch ______ you,


'Cause I know that's what you want me ______ do.





notes





notes








SONG BINGO!


Unwritten – Natasha Bedingfield











today    book   read    my    you    speak    your    lips


rain    skin    words    life    arms   open    page    the   I'm


sun     ending    hand      can't    beginning    unwritten    window
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WORLD MUSIC!





SEVEN countries:


�
the U.K.


Canada


India


Nigeria


Algeria


Australia


South Africa


�






Choose a country for each song clip:





#1 	_________________________


#2 	_________________________


#3	 _________________________


#4 	_________________________


#5	 _________________________


#6	 _________________________


#7	 _________________________





notes
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