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Resources- Braille writing, simple Louis Braille biography, visual ‘black dot’ representation of the English Braille alphabet, True or False coded Braille quiz based on the biography.

Teaching method- This can work as an in class activity or a homework handout.  If given as a handout simply package the resources and provide appropriate instruction.  
3mins- In class, after reading Unit 1, hand out sample Braille.  This can be obtained by contacting the school for the blind here in Sendai.  You may need your JTE to call as the school is run by the Miyagi Board of Education and that complicates sending resources between schools.  
7mins- After the students have felt/looked at the Braille sample give each student the simple Louis Braille biography and visual ‘black dot’ representation of the English alphabet.  Give the students 5 to 7 minutes to read the text silently once.  
10mins- After they have read it solicit trouble words and explain the meaning of these words.  Next read the same text aloud for the whole class.  This is also a great opportunity to point out and review key grammar points.  

5mins- Next have the class reread the biography silently.  
12mins- Once they are finished give each student a coded Braille True or False quiz based on the Louis Braille biography.  My quiz used sentences taken directly (or as close as possible) from the Louis Braille biography handout.  I replaced one word in each sentence with a visual ‘black dot’ Braille version.  The students must decode the words and determine if the sentence is true or false.      

7 mins- Review decoded sentences and True or False answers

Time- In class this activity should take 45 minutes. 

Goals- This exercise is designed to develop reading and comprehension skills.    
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