



· Warm-up. (10 minutes)

Participants work in small groups and think of errors that have heard/seen in class. 

Discuss these errors and report back.

· Self-introductions. (5 minutes)

· What were the errors in the self-introductions? (10 minutes)

· Activity: How can we correct mistakes? (30 minutes)

Each group has a category of mistake.

Discuss the mistakes and decide how to correct them.

Produce a short skit.

· Other issues for discussion. Q&A (10 minutes)

· Presentation Evaluation (5 minutes)

Self-introductions.
· “Hello. My name is Philip Wood. I came from England and I’m 31 years old. I live in Sendai. I have one brother. His name is Lee and he live in London. I have one sister. Her name is Heidi and she live in Tamworth. So they are both more young than me.

I have many hobbies. I like driving and playing karate. Karate is very fun. I love drinking, especially beer. I go out drinking most nights and spend lots of money in Japanese snack bars.

Nice to meet you.”
· “Hello. I’m Norifumi Haneda. Many people memorize my name as an famous airport’s name such as Haneda airport, an international airport in Kanagawa. So they sometimes make a mistake calling me “Narita” the next day. Pleasebecareful. I’m teaching English at Koyodai J.H.S. This is my third school. I was teaching at Daiichi and Minamikoizumi before our school. My hobby is playing the violin and traveling abroad. LastsummerIwenttoMexico. And during winter vacation, I went to U.A.E. On the way back from Mexico,I had a transit at Huston, but my flight from Mexico was delayed because the day before ,on the same aircraft, dynamites was found. Anyway, I enjoyed my trip. Well, today, I know you’re sleepy after having lunch, but please relax and enjoy our presentation.”
What are the errors in our self-introductions?

Error Correction and Feedback.

Be Positive.

We can regard errors as indicators that the learner is experimenting with the language, or testing out a new language hyphthesis, or progressing generally. Teachers can exploit the errors that students make to show him the current state of his English and to determine the content of future practice.

Don’t correct everything.

A sheet full of red pen does nothing for motivation. Concentrate on specific errors and learn from the errors students make to change the content of lessons.

What to do?
1. Identify the error. 

Grammatical (e.g. verb error, word order, omission)

Lexical (vocabulary)

Phonological (pronunciation, intonation, stress etc)

Inappropriate for situation

Spelling/ punctuation “ishefromEngland?”, “I ate toast for break fast”

2. Think of reasons why the error was made.

· Students made an error because they have not met the language point yet.

· Overgeneralisation of a grammatical rule (e.g. Yesterday I eated bread.)

· Transfer errors (influence of Japanese)

3. Decide whether and when to correct the error.

· The overriding consideration here is the aim of the exercise in which the error occurred. In general, if the exercise is intended to improve the student’s accurate use of English, then it would be best to correct the error immediately. However, correcting an error during a fluency exercise might be disruptive and distracting.

· Was the error a major or recurring error?

“I cooked my boyfriend for breakfast.”

“I have four families.”

· Does the error obscure the learner’s intended meaning?

If the sentence is unintelligible or rude this is a serious error.

· What kind of student are you correcting? 

4. How can we indicate that an error has been made.

· A gesture? Or sound?

· Use a stuffed animal. He comes out when he hears an error.

· Telling them directly that there is an error “Not quite right. Can you try again?”

· Ask a question “Did this happen tomorrow?”

· Repeat the sentence up to the point of the error “You have lived in Athens…?”

· Repeat the sentence completely, but emphasise the incorrect word with a change in intonation “Elephants live in America?”

· Write the incorrect sentence on the board.

5. Decide who will make the correction and how will it be made?
Who?
The teacher?



Another student?

The student corrects himself? (perhaps after a hint from the 

teacher?



The teacher directs the student to a reference/ text-book?
What language? Japanese or English.
Inappropriate Errors.
· A student who has returned from America with excellent English uses taboo words and expressions freely in class. Quite often these are grammatically perfect and completely natural in some circumstances.

What would you do when the student uses the following expressions?

“I’m shit at basketball.”
“Kentaro, you dickhead!”
“I screwed up big time”
· In the ALT’s first lesson students ask the following questions.

“How big is your penis?”
“Do you like Japanese girls?”
“How heavy are you?”
· A student wants a sticker from the teacher so he says “Please me”.

· During cleaning time the ALT and students are talking. Some of the students say the following things about a male teacher in school:

“He smells like a dustbin”
“He’s a hentai”
“His nickname is black teeth”
Phonological Errors.
Here is a recording of students at Koyodai JHS reading extracts from New Horizon 1, Sunshine 2 and 3. They have studied the material in class and were given a few minutes to prepare before recording.

The best recordings are:

#2 (a 3rd grade JHS), #3 (1st grade JHS), #6 (2nd grade JHS) 
Listen to the errors and consider how you would correct them.

Lexical (vocabulary) Errors.
· Here is a short piece of writing produced by a first grade JHS student.
Dear Ms. Green,

Opening New Year and congratulation! How are you doing? Are you enjoying your first oshogatsu? At night I went to the shrine with Sato teacher, the English teacher. We saw a lot of people at there. I went home at one. I went to bed at two. Next morning we had mochi. I had too much. See you soon!

Your student
Emi

Spelling/ Punctuation Errors.
· This is the work of a 3rd grade JHS student.

I just finished reeding this book,it’s about kawai junichi, he’s a junior high school techer in shizuoka. he wanted two be a teacher, but he lost his site at fifteen. he never gave up his dream. he studied very hard, and finaly his dream came true.
Because of kawai junichi I want to be a techer two. I think it would be interesting because students want to studi. But can I be a gud teacher? I don’t have a confidence.
Grammatical Errors.
· This is the work of a 2nd grade JHS student.

Look at that car. It’s amazing. It looks like a normal car, but it isn’t. It’s more big than a normal car.It’s more interestinger than a normal car. It don’t pollute the air. It don’t need gas either. It don’t have an engine. It’s a kind of electric car. It’s the most cleanest car in the world. It’s like a small power station. It can makes electricity. It use only hydrogen and oxygen.
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