Some Phonics Terms:

Phonics
For teachers, a teaching methodology that helps students make connections between written English words and spoken English sounds.
話される英語の音と書かれる英語の文字という教育法です。

Phoneme 
The basic sounds of a language.

言語の音素ということです。
Phonemic awareness

Awareness of the sounds of a language.

言語の音素の意識があることです。
Grapheme
The written representation of a sound (e.g. /b/, /ch/, /ng/)

１つの音の表記法です。
Digraph
Two letters that represent one sound (e.g. ph / th / sh)
１つの音を表現する２つの文字です。
Blend

Two consonants appearing together with each retaining its own sound.

 (e.g. br / gl / sm)
２つの連続子音はそれぞれの音を保持します。

Phonics PPt. Notes:

Slide:

What is phonics?  (#1)

Phonics is a common term for the relationship between the sounds and written symbols that make up any language. 

Slide:

What is phonics? 
(#2)

Included in this is the study of the mouth shape needed to make each sound properly and the rules for combinations of letters and sounds.

____________________________________________________
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Why Teach Phonics?  (  Alphabetic Principle

Phonics instruction helps students understand the alphabetic principle (that the letters of the alphabet stand for sounds). It does this by teaching the relationships between letters and the sounds they represent. This allows students to read words by associating sounds with patterns of letters. 
Slide:

Why Teach Phonics?  (  84% of English words…
About 84% of English words are phonetically regular. So, teaching the most common sound-spelling relationships in English is very useful for readers. 
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Why Teach Phonics?  (  …language acquisition
Learning phonics greatly reduces the amount of time it takes to learn new English words. For example, by learning the simple phonics rules regarding consonants, long vowels, short vowels, and silent E, students can pronounce literally thousands of words the first time they see them. 
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Why Teach Phonics?  ( 
  Your Ss will improve!

Teaching phonics will significantly improve your students’ pronunciation, reading, listening, and spelling abilities. Studies have shown that ALL students—those learning English as a 1st or as a 2nd language—benefit greatly from phonics instruction.

________________________________________
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How Should I Teach Phonics?  ( Systematically…
Phonics rules are a bit like vitamins. To get a good effect, you need a little bit every day. “Let’s try a phonics lesson today” is not the approach to take. Phonics should be taught every class (or at the very least, every week) if possible. This provides an opportunity for consistent review and practice of the rules students have learned. Phonics takes commitment on the part of the teacher.
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How Should I Teach Phonics?  (   5 to 10 mins…
A good way to include phonics in your syllabus is to start each lesson with 5-10 minutes of phonics practice. This is an excellent warm-up exercise. Karuta, BINGO, and memory games are all good for making phonics memorable and fun.
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How Should I Teach Phonics?  (   Use ALT!

As native speakers, ALTs have an inherent understanding of phonics. We know how to make English sounds and we are not embarrassed at all to make these weird noises. Students can benefit greatly from hearing English sounds and from seeing the shape of our mouths. Schools with infrequent ALT visits can make a recording of the ALT’s pronunciation and practice those sounds until the ALT visits again.
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How Should I Teach Phonics?  (   …step-by-step.

Subsequent lessons should build upon what has already been learned. Each step provides the basis for the next step. Teachers should use the basic terms necessary to explain phonics (e.g. consonant, vowel, long vowel, sound, etc.). These should be taught as new phonics rules are introduced and should be used consistently so that students can quickly assimilate new phonics rules.
_______________________________________________
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 Some tips for teaching phonics  (   short v. 1st
Efficiency and ease of learning are critical. The simplicity of using short-vowel spellings and C-V-C words is beneficial to struggling readers.
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 Some tips for teaching phonics  (  C&V together

Phonics is useless if it can’t be applied, and what is not applied is not learned. By teaching short vowels and consonants together, you can create decodable, connected text so that students can instantly apply their knowledge of learned sound-spelling relationships. 
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 Some tips for teaching phonics  (   continuous C

Be sure that the majority of the consonants taught early on are continuous consonants, such as f, l, m, n, r, and s. Because these consonants can be sustained without distortion, it’s easier to model blending.

(Arguable… should just focus on consonants whose pronunciation is consistent: b, d, h, etc.)
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 Some tips for teaching phonics  (   high-utility

Use a sequence in which the most words can be generated. For example, many words can be generated from the letter t; however, few words can be generated from the letter x. Therefore, higher-frequency sound-spelling relationships should precede less-frequent ones.
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 Some tips for teaching phonics  ( similar shapes

(b & d, p & q…

As for similar sounds, I like pairing them: b & v, f & h)
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 Some tips for teaching phonics  ( easy to complex

For example, consonant sounds should be taught before digraphs (sh, ch, th,wh, ph, etc.) and blends (br, cl, st, etc.).

_______________________________________________
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 Suggested Sequence  ( 

I generally don’t get beyond this point in my phonics curriculum, but if you want to progress beyond this point, you can try some of the following…
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 Beyond Phonemic Awareness  ( 
#1 syllables

From the beginning, words should be divided into smaller parts to make them easier to say. At the very start, students learn the sounds of each letter. They then combine these sounds to form one-syllable words. For example, students will first practice saying the word cat by sounding out each letter; first c, then a, then t.  Once students have mastered reading short words, they will divide complex words into simpler parts. For example, students will divide volcano into vol-ca-no. Doing this reinforces phonics rules and teaches them to read new words.
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 Beyond Phonemic Awareness  (   #2 short words

Students should practice combining sound units to make words. Once a new sound has been introduced, students should be shown how to combine it with other sounds. For example, if students learn the sound /nd/, they can combine it with the short vowel sound /a/ to make and. They can then combine this with consonants to make many words: hand, handy, sand, band, brand, land, landed, etc.
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 Beyond Phonemic Awareness  (   NG meaning

Stress to the students that in phonics, the meaning of the words is not important. The goal is for the students to pronounce the words only. This not only reinforces phonics rules but has the added benefit that it de-emphasizes rote-memorization. It allows students to quickly recognize words they have heard but have not seen or read.
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 Beyond Phonemic Awareness  (   Intonation

“Hello”
· To a friend you haven’t seen for three years

· To a neighbor you don’t like

· To a 6-month old baby

· To someone you have just found doing something (s)he shouldn’t be

“Goodbye”
· To your gf/bf as (s)he is going through the boarding gate at the airport

· To someone who has been annoying you

· To a child starting his very first day of school

_______________________________________
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 In the Classroom  (   

Ss 1st, T 2nd
Students should try to say all new words before the teacher does. This forces students to use the phonics rules they have learned and it increases students’ ability to read by themselves.   
Next 3 Slides: Flashcard example: antidisestablishmentarianism, etc.
· Flashcards seem to be a big part of the JHS classroom. When using them, always encourage the Ss to try to pronounce the words first.
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 In the Classroom  (   

Tests

Make Ss think that phonics matters. Give phonics tests. A small number of questions on tests encourages students to use and remember the phonics rules they have learned. Test components should involve both listening and reading.

Students should keep a separate phonics folder for worksheets, etc. Instead of including phonics on larger English tests, I would give sporadic quizzes.( Even though phonics was never a part of the students’ actual grade, neither the JTE nor I ever told them that. We made them think that phonics was a part of their overall English grade!!

Next 2 Slides:

 Sample Phonics Tests

Emphasize simplicity.
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 In the Classroom  (   

Connect to Reading

As students progress with phonics, instruction should focus on applying learned sound-spelling relationships to actual reading, with smaller amounts of time spent on learning phonics rules or generalizations and out-of-context work. The purpose of phonics instruction is not that students learn to sound out words. The purpose is that they learn to recognize words, quickly and automatically, so that they can turn their attention to the comprehension of text.

__________________________________________________
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 Explicit v. Implicit  (   
   Explicit Initially

Studies have repeatedly shown that “systematic and early instruction in phonics lead to better reading: better accuracy of word recognition, decoding, spelling, and oral and silent reading.” And the most effective type of phonics instruction is explicit instruction. 

Next 2 Slides:
Sample Explicit Worksheets (B & short A)

These worksheets isolate the letter B (& short A). Teacher shows the letter and models correct pronunciation directly and clearly. 

4 Slides:
Explicit Instruction (

Teacher Does…
So what does explicit instruction look like..?
The teacher…
1. clearly explains and models( “B”, “buh”, “boat”…
Also, T should link new sounds to previous learning.
2. gives guided practice( T 1st models, drills, and provides highly structured practice. From there, the T should provide appropriate guided instruction allowing students to do more of the work.

3. gives corrective feedback( correct Ss as necessary( be sensitive to Ss’ feelings but don’t let them get away with bad pronunciation

Make the point that when drilling, you should start with a big group and gradually move to smaller and smaller numbers of Ss saying the word; gradually getting down to individual Ss pronouncing the word. This inspires initial S confidence while also insuring that individual pronunciation in correct.
4. plans extended practice on skills as needed by individuals( The key element in the success of explicit phonics instruction is the provision of many opportunities to read decodable words, ideally in context. This is the stage where Ss are decoding new words on their own after receiving adequate instruction from the T.

_______________________________________________________
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 Implicit Instruction (    More Advanced Ss

2 Sample Slides:
 Implicit Instruction (    Reading 

An example of what an implicit instruction might look like:

After reading a passage about animals, T might ask Ss, “what sound does ‘cow’ begin with? Do you see any other animals/words/etc. which begin with that sound?” And so on…
________________________________________________________
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 Resources (    

website worksheets



(make recommendations & comments)
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 Resources (    
     website lesson plans



(make recommendations & comments)
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 Resources (    
     BOOKS

(make recommendations & comments)
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 Phonics Activities (   Sound/Word TREES

Next 3 Slides:
Sample TREE slides…
