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Warm up: What am I?

Speaking and Listening

Write the name of lots of different animals on stickers, and put a sticker on every student’s back. Make sure they don’t see the sticker!

Have each student ask yes or no questions to try and work out what animal they are.

Students can only ask each person one question before moving on and asking someone else.
1
Game 1: Spelling Gamble
Listening

Please refer to the following worksheets.
Read a word and have the students guess how to spell it. They can bet anything from a minimum of ten pounds to whatever they have (no limit). If they are correct, they double their money (ie if they bet 20 pounds they get their stake back plus another 20 pounds). If they are wrong they lose their stake.

You can use key words from the text or whatever tickles your fancy. I like seeing how many students can spell my name correctly (average: zero).
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Game 2: Chinese Whispers

Speaking and Listening

Does exactly what it says on the tin. Try to use similar sounding words if you want to trick the students, for example use words starting with R/L, B/V and TH.
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Game 3: Music Bingo

Listening

Read out a list of words which the students must write down in the boxes. Always read more words than necessary so that the students can choose for themselves (this makes the activity more appropriate for multi-level classes as the lesser confident students can choose the easier words). To ensure Bingo isn’t hit too early throw in a few red herring words to put them off the scent.

Make sure you use a song in which the lyrics are delivered clearly, slowly and aren’t drowned out by the instrumentation (hence Johnny Cash is perfect). You can also use a story from the text book instead of a song.
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Game 4: Pronunciation Trees
Speaking and Listening

Please see the following worksheet.

An excellent way for the students to work on their pronunciation; katakana English won’t fly in this game.

With younger students, it’s worth practicing how to make these sounds first. Have them look at your mouth and exaggerate your lip movement as much as possible.
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Pronunciation Trees

START
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Game 5: Song order
Listening

Please refer to the following worksheets.

Type out the lyrics to a song, and then slice them up into whole sentences. In groups, have the students listen to the song and then try to place the sentences in order. The larger the groups, the easier the activity as each student has fewer sentences to take control of.
Again, be sure to use a song which has very clear lyrical delivery.

Alternatively, give the students the lyrics with key words missing, and have them fill in the blanks. For younger classes, you can write the words on the board and number them, so that they only have to write a number at the appropriate time. If needs be, practice these words before playing the song.
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Tom’s Diner

























If you need a copy of this acapella it is freely available for illegal download. Otherwise let me know and I can e-mail you an mp3 or burn it onto CD.

Tom’s Diner

I am sitting in the morning at the diner on the ___________________
I am waiting at the counter for the man to pour the coffee

And he fills it only halfway

And before I even argue he is looking out the _______________ at somebody coming in

“It is always nice to see you” says the man behind the counter

To the woman who has come in she is shaking her ______________________
And I look the other way as they are kissing their hellos

And I’m pretending not to see them and instead I pour the ______________________

I open up the paper

There’s a story of an actor

Who had died while he was ______________________
It was no-one I had heard of

And I’m turning to the horoscope

And looking for the funnies

When I’m feeling someone ______________________ me and so I raise my head

There’s a woman on the ______________________ looking inside

Does she see me?

No she does not really see me ‘cause she sees her own reflection

And I’m trying not to notice that she’s hitching up her ______________________
And while she’s straightening her stockings her hair has gotten wet


Oh this rain it will continue

Through the ______________________ as I’m listening 

To the bells of the cathedral

I am thinking of your ______________________ 

Game 6: Blind Video

Listening
Play students a video clip without letting them see the images; they must listen to the sound effects to work out what is going on. Have them answer questions on a work sheet (go through these questions before playing the clip to make sure they understand them).

Once they have answered the questions, play the video clip and allow them to see the visuals.

Choose the clip carefully. Anime, cartoons and animation are always winners as they usually have exaggerated sound effects and over the top voices. Try to use characters students know as they will enjoy recognising them.
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Chinese whispers (don’t include in handout)
Turn right off Liver Road.

Glass can be pretty and green.
Turn right off Liver Road.

Glass can be pretty and green.

みなさんの　すきなサッカーチームは　レディングです。
アーセナルが　だいきらい　ですよ　ね。

Blind Video quiz

1. How many characters are in this scene?

Answer: _________________________ .

2. What is the name of the woman’s dog?

Answer: _________________________ .

3. Where are they?

Answer: _________________________ .

4. What is the man’s job?

Answer: _________________________ .

5. What can you hear?

Answer: _________________________ .
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I am sitting in the morning at the diner on the corner





I am waiting at the counter for the man to pour the coffee








And he fills it only halfway








And before I even argue he is looking out the window at somebody coming in








“It is always nice to see you” says the man behind the counter








To the woman who has come in she is shaking her umbrella








And I look the other way as they are kissing their hellos





And I’m pretending not to see them and instead I pour the milk








I open up the paper








There’s a story of an actor








Who had died while he was drinking








It was no-one I had heard of





And I’m turning to the horoscope








And looking for the funnies








When I’m feeling someone watching me and so I raise my head





There’s a woman on the outside looking inside








Does she see me?








No she does not really see me ‘cause she sees her own reflection








And I’m trying not to notice that she’s hitching up her skirt





And while she’s straightening her stockings her hair has gotten wet





Oh this rain it will continue








Through the morning as I’m listening





To the bells of the cathedral





I am thinking of your voice
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