Special Needs
Puzzle Vocabulary Review 
Yen Woon

Objective: To review words learnt and to categorize them correctly.  

Time: 45 – 50 minutes

Materials: 1) Color-printed pictures of food/fruit/drinks/animals/body parts/anything 

they have learnt 
            (At least 20 pictures for each group of 4. The groups will all have 
different pictures)
          2) Scotch tape

Preparation: 1) Cut each picture into 4 parts.

2) Put 1 part into an envelope (to be given to the students as a hint).

            3) The remaining 3 parts will go into a General envelope.

            4) If you have 2 groups, you will have 2 envelopes with at least 20 
picture parts each and 1 General envelope with at least 120 (40 x 3) 
picture parts.

Procedure: Before the game starts 
1) Empty all the picture parts in the General envelope onto a big desk or 

a suitable location in the classroom.

          2) Clear all tables out of the way, leaving only 1 table for each group. 

          3) On the blackboard, write the various category headings in Japanese. 


   4) Ideally, there will be at least one ALT/teacher helping each group. The 

ALT/teacher will hold on to the envelope for the group they are helping.

          The game commences
          4) Each group receives a picture hint. 

          5) Each group will have to figure out what item it has, run to the big desk 
and find the other 3 parts.

          6) Once the students have all 4 parts, they return to their group’s table 
and fix the puzzle. When done, the respective ALT/teacher helps to tape 
the pieces together.

          7) The students have to shout the answer as a group before running to the 

blackboard and pasting the picture under the correct category.

          8) After all the groups have pasted their pictures on the board, check as a 

class that the pictures have indeed been placed under the right 

categories. 

          9) The fastest group will get 2 points while the rest get 1 point. 

          10) To make things more interesting after a few rounds, give each group 
3 – 5 picture hints each time.       

Note: This game requires quite a bit of preparation but the students enjoy it a lot. As 

mentioned by my JTE, special needs students like solving puzzles. The Scotch 

tape can be easily removed at the end of the game so the picture parts can be 

reused next time.  

