Spelling or Grammar Betting

Spelling or grammar betting is a great way to review with your students. If it is the first time you your students are playing, it is preferable to use a worksheet with the formula for winning or losing money clearly laid out. However, once the students are familiar with the game it can be a quick, no-prep activity for the end of class. Just have the students write in their notebooks.
For spelling betting, dictate a word to the class. The students have to try to spell the word correctly. Depending on their level of confidence they then decide how much they are willing to be on their answer. (You may want to set limits so students don’t lose all their money and stop playing, such as a maximum bet of half the money they currently have, and a certain minimum.) Once all the students have made their guess and “placed their bet”, give them the answer. They then add or subtract the amount of their bet from the money they have remaining. Then continue to the next word. This game also works particularly well for practicing changing singulars to plurals. 

Grammar betting is the same game, but obviously focuses on grammar rather than spelling. If you want to use entire sentences, it may be better to already have the sentences (with either a few mistakes, or appropriately placed blanks) already typed up on the worksheet as it will slow the game considerably for the students to write the sentences themselves. However, make sure that the students only go as far as the sentence that you are on and don’t jump ahead. Grammar betting takes a little more prep work than spelling betting, but can be a useful tool for practicing points such as the difference between the definite and indefinite article. 
My name is ______________ My class is ____ My number is ____
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Spelling Betting



Word


  Bet

Bank






(Max. =1/2

$200







Min. =$10)

1) ______student_____________   +/- ___$50___   =   __$250___
2) __________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

3) __________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

4) __________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

5) __________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

6) __________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

7) __________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

8) __________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

9) __________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

10) _________________________   +/- $________   =   $_________

Grand total!!!= $_________
