Where is Carmen Sandiego?

Time Needed: at least 30 minutes. I would recommend the whole period. 
Grammar Point: future tense (`are you going to…`) 

Materials: Clue sheet and world map for each lunch group.
How it works: 


Most people from the US will probably be familiar with the Carmen Sandiego series. This activity utilizes that idea shamelessly. Go over this with your JTE first though because she/he will need to translate a bit. First, have the students form lunch groups, and give them a clue sheet and a world map. Announce to the class that you’re Carmen Sandiego, a master thief. You have dastardly stolen Amaterasu`s Mirror (Yata no kagami, やたのかがみ)　and have hidden in one of the countries highlighted on the map. The Japanese government has hired each group to find me. 

Each `detective agency` (i.e. lunch group) comes up with questions using the grammar pattern. They can use the clues provided or ones they come up with on their own. Example: Are you going to visit Trafalgar Square? or Are you going to eat noodles? This usually takes 20-25 minutes, and requires a lot of explanation, but once the students get the idea they’re unstoppable. To start the game, have the groups janken, with the winner asking the first question. Explain that each group should listen carefully to the answers as they can rule out countries based on them. So if you say No, I’m not going to eat noodles, they can rule out Thailand and China as my hiding place. If a group thinks they have the answer, they say: We have a guess. Are you going to go to England? If that’s correct, they win and get a prize; if not the game continues. 
Hints: 

1. Encourage each agency to pick a cool detective name like the ones on the sheets. I got some very interesting ones by doing this. 

2. Make it clear that you will ONLY be in one of the 10 countries highlighted! Some groups got confused when I didn’t do this.


3. If you have time, put together a pronunciation guide; I didn’t, but later wished I had. It just makes it easier for the students.
GOOD LUCK AND HAVE FUN!!!!






